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PREFACE. 



The primary object of the following pages is to fumlali 
the arclixologist with aa minute an account aa can now 
be recovered of a Eeligious House of singular interest. 
Its annals have hitherto been presented to bim in a most 
meagre and fragmentary form, but it has, nevertheless, few 
equals and fewer superiors in its claims on the attention 
of every student of our Monastic History, of which, as I 
have elsewhere remarked, it forms an unique and most 
instructive chapter. 

The account of the place itself, however, includes the 
mention of numerous details illustrative of Conventual 
History in general, and of the pcculiariaties of the Order of 
S. John of Jerusalem in particular. Among the former 
may be noticed the modes of conveying landed and other 
property to Religious Communities, the burdens by 
which moat of the greater Monasteries were oppressed 
during the last few years of their existence, and the 
process by which, after the Dissolution, their posaeesions 
were transferred to the King's grantees. And among the 
latter may be instanced the syatem and form of Govern- 
ment of the Order of the Hospital, the succession of its 



earliest Priors of England, the relation of the provincial 
English Preceptoriea to the Head Mouse »t Clerkenwell, 

the annual returns made by the various Preceptors to the 
Prior and by him to the Grand Master of the Order, and 
the manner of leasing their estates to the several tenant 
farmers in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 

The documents contained in the Appendix will be found 
a very valuable addition. Almost all of them are now 
printed for the first time, while ihe few which have hitherto 
been committed to the press are now presented with 
that accuracy the former lack of which was such as to 
make tbeir re-publication most desirable. I have given 
them in their original form, only placing apostrophe 
commas in the stead of those marks of contraction which 
the fount of the printer did not supply ; and, in the case 
of one MS., I have occasionally added corrections within 
brackets, where the text was more than ordinarily corrupt, 
and the reader was, accordingly, more likely to mistake 
the sense. 

ALiny of my readers will be surprised, as at a fact very 
much opposed to modern notions on the subject, when told 
that the spacious County of Somerset contained but four 
Religious Houses appropriated to women. In the adjacent 
County of Devon there were hut three, while Cornwall did 
not possess a .tingle example. Of the four Somersetshire 
Houses the present volume is devoted to the History of 
one, and I have made extensive and valuable collections 
towards doing a similar office for the three others, the 
history of each of which is deeply interesting. 

I have only to add that if any one, into whose hands 
this or any other volume of mine may come, should have 
it in his power to favour me with the least additional infor- 
mation on the subjects of these researches, I shall be most 
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thankful for its communication, how valueless and unim- 
portant soever it may appear to him to be. It oftentimes 
happens that an acquaintance with isolated facts of seeming 
worthlessness is an aid towards the attainment of the most 
valuable knowledge ; inasmuch as such facts are very 
frequently not only important in other and more direct 
ways, but also are found to be connecting links between 
particulars which previously appeared distant from or 
without any reference to each other, and thus become 
elucidations of difficulties which would otherwise be hope- 
lessly obscure. 

T. H. 

5, Finsbury Circus, 

Ascension Day, 1861. 



CORRIGENDA ET ADDENDA. 



Pa^e 10, note *, for 457b read 467b ; note J, for IV. read VI. 
—P. 11, n. * add MS. Harl. 6968, Cart. p. 19.— P. 12, line 8, 
for Tunecote read Timecot ; /. 11, for Bremesmoro read Fre- 
mesmore; /. 13, for Toustoke read Toustok; /. 25, for Meres- 
tone retid Meroston ; n. *, for m. 9 read m. 6, and add Rot. 
Hundred. Edw. I., pp. 70, 94.— P. 13, /. 20, for Henbiry read 
Neubiry.— .p. 20, n. *, for ad. 9, d. read ad. q. d.— P. 23, /. 5, 
/or message re4id messuage; /. 21, after years.* insert inverted 
commas, — P. 24, /. 2, after that insert the ; /. 23, for park read 
parish. — P. 27, /. 9, for Priory read Preceptoiy. — P. 30, /. 2, for 
Prunslee read Pnmeslee ; /. 14, for elemosynary read eleemosy- 
nary. — P. 36, L 8, to Hawlay add or Hawley ; ^. 10, to Dawson add 
or Dauson. — P. 60, 1, 6, after Mile.*f>w^^ inverted commas, — P. 62, 
/. 15, after Bourgchier insert , Prioress, — P. 74, 1. 6, insert John 
Samweys, or Samwise, requested to purchase the farm of the 
manor of Toller, with the rectory of Toller, and Wynforde, on 
the 23rd of February, 1540. ; /. 25, for Bucklande read Buclande ; 
/. 28, for seid re€td said. — P. 75, /. 13, to Stapleheys add or 
Staplehayes ; I, 14 , to Riden add or Roden. — P. 77, L 27, to 
Claveshey add or Chalveshey. — P. 78, n. *, add Appendix, No. 
XXn. ; n. f , remove Appendix, No. XXU. — P. 89, /. 19, for 
l9S^iS read HSHLMIS.— P. 92, I. 6, for he'nt read h'ent; 
/. 33, for 155 read 153. — P. 93, /. 18, for morabant read mora- 
bant' ; /. 36, for Buckland read BuMand.— P. 99, /. 25, for 
Som's' read Sum's*.— P. 100, /. 11, for Bromfild read Bromfeld ; 
/. 13, for rac'oe read raco'e. — F. 102, /. 8, for Priorisa read 
Prioriasa; /. 32, for n'ror read n'ror*. — F, 103, /. 25, for 
sequens read sequenc'. — F. 104, /. 38, for tene' and face' read 
ten'e and fao'e. 



Jthjnrjim l^ucklanit priori) nni ^rmjtarq. 



A MONG the many delightful roads by which a traveller 
XjL ^ the west may reach on all sides the fair town of 
Taunton, he will find few, if any, more agreeable than that 
which runs from Borough Bridge to the village of Durston, 
and then, with West Monkton at a short distance on the 
right and Creech S. Michael on the left, leads him through 
our favorite Bathpool, and by its picturesque mills, either 
along the ancient highway, commonly called Old Bathpool 
Lane, under Creechbury Hill, or by the windings of the 
Tone and the Priory Fields, to the busy streets and the 
consequent termination of his journey. He will not have 
advanced far on the route that I have here laid down, when 
the matchless vale of Taunton Dean, with its churches and 
steeples, its mansions and parks, its corn-fields and groves, 
and its noble firamework of Neroche and Blackdown, above 
the sunny shoulders of Thomfidcon and Stoke, of Orchard 
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and Fickeridge^ opens wide before him^ and he only relin- 
quishes the charms of the more distant prospect for the shady 
lanes, the luxuriant vegetation, the tall trees, the lovely 
river, and the snugly sheltered homesteads, of which his 
descent into the lowlands soon gratifies him with the closer 
view. After passing the hamlet of West Ling, and when 
he is within half a mile from Durston, he may observe in 
a meadow on his right hand some curious inequalities of 
the surface, contracting and expanding with that certain 
dcfiniteness and regularity of outline which assures him of 
the presence of design on the part of the constructors, 
though it is more than likely that he may be unable to 
offer an explanation of the intention which not the less 
certainly actuated them in their labours. On his left, at 
the distance of a field from the road, is a modem mansion, 
and adjoining to it are some agricultural buildings and 
court and garden walls of an earlier age. These last are 
the only features which the place now presents of occu- 
pation more ancient than his own, save the roads and 
hedgerows that may have been there for centuries. 

Quiet, and still, and lonely is the present aspect of the spot, 
and yet it was once a scene both of contemplative privacy 
and of active industry ; and they who owned and occupied 
if were members of a Community that had a long and 
singular history, and bore a distinguished part in the great 
world of men and of things. It was the site of the Priory 
and Preceptory of Buckland, Mynchin Buckland, or Buck- 
land Sororum, one of the Commandries of the Order of S. 
John of Jerusalem. It was the focus of an influence sensibly 
and deeply and widely felt. A few crumbling fragments, now 
recognized with di£Sculty,once formed the boundary between 
it and the surrounding world. And the green undulations 
which attracted our traveller's notice were long centuries ago 
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the demesne Ponds that supplied with their habitual and 
constant diet the successive Brethren and Sisters of the 
House. 

It is to thb very interesting Communitj that I am 
about to direct the attention of my reader. And in pre- 
senting him with a history of Buckland Priory, I may 
remind him that 1 am introducing him to an entirely new 
and different aspect of Monastic Life and Conventual 
Usage from those with which I have in previous pages 
endeavoured to make him familiar. The system of the Hos- 
pital itself was unlike all others save one, as I shall presently 
attempt to show. And, in addition to this, it is specially 
to be noted that we have here a feature which even in that 
Order was not elsewhere to be seen in England. Mynchin 
Buckland was both a Priory and a Preceptory. The latter 
was a normal example of a Hospitalars' Commandry ; the 
former was the sole instance in the kingdom of its peculiar 
class. It was a Community of Women, and the only one 
that the Order possessed. As such, its history presents us 
not only with a subject of the greatest local interest, but 
with an unique chapter in monastic annals at large. It is 
at once a new scene to the student of olden days, and one 
of which no county but Somersetshire can furnish him 
with an example. 

Before I enter into the vicissitudes of this attractive 
place, it will be necessary to give my reader a brief outline 
of the Order to which it belonged. We should otherwise 
be likely to meet with obscurities in the story which a few 
words of previous explanation would avail to prevent 

The Order of Knights Hospitalars began and took its 
name from a Hospital founded at Jerusalem, and its chief 
objects were the defence of the pilgrims on their road 
thither, and the care and maintenance of them during their 
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sojourn. It included among its members both men and 
women ; and, of the duties just enumerated, the latter was 
necessarily as well as specially the office of the Sisters, as 
was the former of the Brethren. The Knights, or officers 
of the highest rank, were called in the first instance 
Knights of S. John of Jerusalem ; and afterwards, from 
the place of their successive residence. Knights of Rhodes 
and Kjiights of Malta. The Hospital was founded in the 
Holy City about the year 1092, and was dedicated to S. 
John the Baptist Eight years afterwards the Order was 
introduced into England, and the brethren's first house 
was built for them at Clerkenwell in the year 1 100. They 
soon acquired immense wealth, which was much increased 
in the earlier part of the fourteenth century by the cession 
to them of the estates of the suppressed Order of the 
Knights Templars. 

The general history of the Hospitalars does not form 
a portion of my subject, and is also, I presume, more or 
less known to the greater part of my readers. It is to the 
peculiarities of their government that I desire to draw 
attention. 

The most important of these consisted in the fact that 
their Houses, which were erected upon the majority of 
their estates, were not independent communities, but the 
officers were in all cases simply stewards of the Prior of 
England, who in his turn had to account to the head of 
the Order. Each of these communities, generally consist- 
ing of but few members, of whom the majority were usually 
laymen, with one or more chaplains for the celebration of 
Divine Offices, was under the government of a Commander 
or Preceptor, and was hence styled a Commandry or 
Preceptory. The brethren were allowed a maintenance 
from the produce of the estates committed to their super- 
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intendence, and accounted for the overplus to the Prior at 
Clerkenwell. Lands, therefore, could only be given to 
the Order through the Prior, and not to anj single Com- 
mandry, that being deemed in law incapable of receiving 
them, as the officers were but ^^ obedientiarii," officials, 
deputed by the Prior as his representatives and receivers. 
Their system was, accordingly, entirely different from 
those of other Orders, that of the Temple excepted. 
Instead of each being independent, and having the care 
of its own individual interest, all were so many subject 
brotherhoods, each acknowledging one general head, and 
contributing its portion to the general treasury. 

This will be sufficient to give the reader a notion of the 
early history of the Order and its mode of government. 
We will now proceed to our immediate subject. Let me, 
however, premise that considerable errors have arisen from 
the identity of its name with that of numerous other 
localities possessed of a similar cognomen. This has, 
unhappily, tended to confuse and falsify, and so to render 
worse than useless, even the few and very meagre notices of 
it which have hitherto been committed to the press. There 
is hardly one of the previous vnriters who has not mistaken 
it more or less for the Abbey of Buckland in the County 
of Devon. One has identified it with Buckland S. Mary 
in Somersetshire. And, strange to add, even the learned 
Sir Henry Chauncy, in his History of Hertfordshire, has 
described an imaginary Buckland Monastery in that county, 
and has given in connection with it some of the earlier 
facts in the history of our House. It has not been 
hitherto, however, nor is it now my desire, to dwell upon 
other men's omissions or mistakes. A much more agree- 
able and valuable task is mine, to which I contentedly and 
gladly turn. 
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It was about the year 1166, that William de Erlegli, lord 
of the manor of Durston, founded the House for a small com- 
munity of Augustine Canons. His father, John de Erlegh, 
who died in the previous year, was possessed of several 
manors in the county of Somerset, one of which still bears 
his name in Somerton Erie, and is mentioned as paying 
five marcs for scutage in 1161. In behalf of the souls of 
King Henry and of Alianor the Queen, and of King Henry 
his son and their other sons and daughters, and for the 
benefit of the souls of himself and of his wife, this William 
de Erlegh gave, as Brother John Stillingflete informs us, 
all the land of Buklande, and the Church of Perretone 
(Petherton),* with other churches and lands in divers 
places, as appears by a charter for that purpose made, for 
the planting and ordaining of Religion at Buckland, by 
the hand of his kinsman S. Thomas of Canterbury ; and 
that the said Canons thus planted and ordained should 
possess the aforesaid lands and churches to their proper 
uses in pure and perpetual alms, f 

According to the same chronicler, who wrote an 
account of the Order in 1434, for a perpetual memorial 
and commemoration of the various benefactors and their 

* " The Brooke is caullid Peder, and riaith West Sowth West yn the 
Hylles about a 2 myles of. First it cummith by North-Pedreton, a praty 
u^Iandisch Toun, wher is a fair Chirch, the Personage wherof was impro- 
priate to Mynchinbocland."~LeIand, Itin. vol. ii., p. 66. 

t MS. in Off. Armor. L. 17, fol. 153. MS. Cott. Tib. E. ix., f. 23. 

Appendix, No. I. 
As will be observed by the references, I am acquainted with two MSS. 
of this work of Brother John Stillingflete, one preserved in the College of 
Arms, L. 17», and the other in the Cottonian Library, Tiberius, E. ix. 
Both are transcripts later by upwards of a century and a half than the life- 
time of the chronicler. The former has been m uoh injured by the fire of 1731 , 
and exists but in fragments : the latter is considerably more ample in details, 
although both of them were evidently copied from a oommon original, but 
its text is most corrupt, and the writer was clearly ignorant of the language 
of the production which he endeavoured to perpetuate. 
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numerous donations, it appears that together with the 
Church of Pereton (Petherton), and all its dependent 
chapels and their appurtenances, the same William de 
Erlegh gave the Church of Chedsey (Chedzoy), with all 
the right which the Hospital had or ought to have in the 
Church of Poulet, with the Chapel of Huntworth, the 
Chapel of Earl's Neweton, the Chapel of Thurlakeston 
(although this assuredly was either then or very shortly 
afterwards appropriated to the Priory of Taunton), the 
Chapel of Sirdeston, and the Chapel of King^s Newe- 
ton; also the Church of Bekynton, the Church of 
Kynmersdon, and the Church of Sirston, with, it is added, 
other lands and benefactions besides.* 

It appears that Walter was the first and possibly the 
only Prior of the House. The chronicler just quoted is 
silent on the fact, and indeed the whole account is not a 
little obscure. But, on turning to other MS. sources for 
information, I find a Walter Prior of Bokeland, or Bokland, 
as witness in two documents belonging to this period. One 
of these sets forth that Alan de Furvell, or Fervell, gave 
to the Church of S. Andrew of Wells the Church of 
Cudeworth with the Chapel of Cnolle, to be a perpetual 
prebend of that Church.t The other is a confirmation by 
Maude Chandos of a donation of Silvanus to the Church 
of S. Mary of Stowey, at its dedication, of two acres of 
land, and of a later donation to the same Church of an 
acre and a half in Betescumbe ; and also of a donation of 
Roger de Paris to the same Church at the aforesaid dedi- 
cation of an acre of land in Bueli.^ Probably, as he is not 
mentioned in connection with the subsequent troubles, he 

* MS. in Off. Armor. L. 17» foL 158b. Appendix, No. II. 

t MS. Harl. 6968, p. 40. Beg. Well, f. 88. 

t MS. Harl. 6968, Cart p. 21. 
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died before the arrival of the evil days which made his 
House notorious. Indeed^ it is not improbable that those 
troubles were associated with the election of his successor. 

A few years after their foundation^ these Canons were 
removed from their monastery. The exact circumstances 
are nowhere recorded, but it appears that a violent 
altercation had unhappily arisen which resulted in the 
death of their steward, who was a relative of the pious 
founder. A sentence of outlawry was accordingly passed 
upon them, their House was declared to be forfeited, and 
their lands and churches were made over by the then 
sovereign. King Henry the Second,* with the concurrence 
of Ralph Archbishop of Canterbury, of Reginald Bishop 
of Bath, and of many of the chief men of England botli 
clerical and lay, to Gamer of Naples, Prior of the Hospital 
of S. John of Jerusalem in England. Among the earliest 
records of this transfer, for the original deed has not to my 
knowledge been preserved, is a charter of " inspeximus " 
granted by K. John, recounting at large the possessions of 
the Hospitalars, and concluding with the usual forms of con- 
firmation of all previous donations, together with express 
mention of the arrangement to be noticed immediately. 
This charter was dated at Rouen, 30th of August, 1st of 
John, A.D. 1199.t 

As I have already hinted, it was not a simple transfer, 
but a very important stipulation was introduced into the 
grant, and directed to be fully and faithfully observed. It 
appears that there were a few Sisters belonging to the 
Order, who resided at several of the Commandries, as 
at Hamton near Kyngeston, Kerebrooke, Swynfeld, and 
other places. It was now ordered and agreed to that these 

* MS. in Coll. Arm., L. 17, f. 155. Appendix, No. III. 
t Bot, Cart. 1 John, m. 17. 
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ladies should be removed from their various places of resi- 
dence and be placed in one common and conventual home 
at Buckland, and that the Order should have no Sister- 
hood belonging to it in England save and except in this 
House alone. This occurred about the year 1180, or some- 
time about fifteen years after the original foundation. 

The displaced Canons were removed by Gamer, with the 
King's consent, to certain monasteries, selected probably 
for their high character and the sound state of their 
internal discipline. Three were, on their own petition, 
consigned to the Hospital at Clerkenwell, and assumed the 
habit of the Order; two were placed by Keginald Bishop 
of Bath, also on their own petition, in the Priory of 
Taunton; one in the Priory of Berlitz, and one in that 
of S. Bartholomew, in Smithfield. These preliminary 
arrangements being satisfactorily concluded, the main 
design was forthwith carried out. The Sisters hitherto 
residing, as already stated, in several of the preceptories, 
were brought together and lodged at what was henceforth 
called Mynchin or Nuns' Buckland. From the names which 
have been preserved, they appear to have been at least nine 
in number : — Sister Milisent, previously living at Standon, 
in Hertfordshire; Sister Johanna, at Hamton, in Middlesex; 
Sister Basilia, at Kerebrooke, in Norfolk ; Sister Amabilia 
and Sister Amicia, of Malketon, at Shenegey, in Cambridge- 
shire ; Sister Christina, of Hoggeshawe, at Hoggeshawe, 
in Buckinghamshire ; Sister Petronilla, at Gosford, in Ox- 
fordshire ; and Sister Agnes, at Clanefelde, also in Oxford- 
shire. They were located at Buckland, that, as it was 
solemnly added, they and their successors might serve God 
in that place for ever * Such was the small beginning, and 
such the first members of this afterwards famous Sisterhood. 

* MS, in Coll. Arm., L. 17, fol. 153. Appendix, No. lY. 

B 
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From a very interesting list of some of the immediate 
successors of Prior Gamer, contained in one of the 
Cottonian MSS., specially intended, as it would appear, to 
illustrate the history of Buckland, we learn that the first 
Prioress was named Fina. This lady, who died about the 
year 1240, governed the House for the long space of sixty 
years, and outlived from the date of her appointment seven 
successive Heads of the Order.* She was greatly revered, 
and, as we shall notice subsequently, was specially remem- 
bered in the prayers of the Sisterhood for a considerable 
period after her decease. 

The maintenance of these religious women was provided 
for by a series of benefactors. First on the list is Matilda 
Countess of Clare, wife of William Earl of Clare, and 
mother of Kichard Earl of Clare, who gave to the Hospital 
the advowson of the Church of S. Peter of Kerebrooke, and 
the Preceptory of that name. She gave also to the Sisters 
of Buckland a pension of 13s. 4d., to be paid by the Pre- 
ceptor for the time being, and many other benefactions. 
The gift is recorded to have been made at Westminster, 
in the fifth year of King Eichard I, 1193, in the time 
of Alan, Prior of England and subsequently Bishop of 
Bangor.f That of Kerebrooke, however, at least, must be 
placed at an earlier date, as we have already seen that the 
Order was in possession of it in the year 1180. 

Gilbert de Veer, Prior of the Hospital of S. John of 
Jerusalem, gave the Sisters an annual pension of one 
hundred shillings, issuing from the manor of Reynham.J 
He died 13th August, 1198 (?). 

* MS. Cott. Nero, E. vi. f. d57b. Appendix, No. V. 
t MS. iu Coll. Arm. L. 17. fol. 148 b. Appendix, No. VI. 
: MS. Cott. Nero, E. IV. f. 46;b. Appendix, No. VII. 
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Hugh Wallis, Bishop of Lincoln, by hia will, made in the 
year 1211, left the sum of twenty marcs "ad fabricam 
ccclesiae de Bokland." This structure, it appears, was 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin and S. Nicholas.* 

Hugh de Alneto, or D' Auney, Prior of the Hospital of S. 
John of Jerusalem, gave, with the consent of the Chapter, 
permission to the Lady Loretta, Countess of Leicester, to 
find a Chaplain to celebrate daily the mass of the Virgin 
in the Church of the Sisters, in return for certain lands 
and rents which the Countess gave to the Hospital, 
to be converted to the proper uses of the Sisters afore- 
said of Buckland, so that the aforesaid Chaplain should 
be deputed to no other service save the proper and peculiar 
ministry of the Virgin in the Church aforesaid.f We pos- 
sess the charter of the Countess of Leicester contained in 
one of "inspeximus" and confirmation granted shortly 
after by King Henry IH., and dated at Westminster, the 
16th of July, 1227. As it is of considerable interest, both 
from its subject matter and from the names of the places 
with which it furnishes us, some of my readers may be glad 
to have it in a literal translation. It is as follows : — 

" Be it known to all the faithful of Christ, as well present 
as future, who shall see or hear this writing, that I Loretta, 
Countess of Leycester, have given and granted to God, 
and Blessed Mary, and S. John Baptist, and the blessed 
Poor of the House of the Hospital of Jerusalem, towards 
the sustenance of the Sisters of Boclaund serving God, 
and towards the finding of a certain Chaplain in the same 
House, who daily and for ever may celebrate mass in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the greater Church 



• Rot. Chart. 1 Job. m. 17. 

t M8. Cott Tib. E. IX. f. 23. MS. in ColL Arm. L. 17. f. 153 b. 
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at Boklandi at the altar of the Blessed Virgin, for the 
health of my soul and of Lord Bobert my husband, some 
time Earl of Leicester, and for the health of the souls of 
my father and mother, and of all my ancestors and succes- 
sors, all my land of Noteston, and all my land of Ynesford, 
this side the water and that side the water, and sixty-four 
acres of my demesne above Buwedon, and all my land of 
Bidescot, and of Hele, and of Chorlecot, and of Tunecote, 
and of Botebum, and all the land which Philip at Way 
holds, with the tenants of the aforesaid lands. Moreover, 
a hundred acres of my demesne in Bremesmore, and my 
wood which is called Ancrwd, and one ferling at Boitheye, 
with all their appurtenances in the manor of Toustoke, with 
pasturage and all other things appertaining to the aforesaid 
lands. Moreover, all kinds of common between my tene- 
ments wheresoever. To be holden and possessed freely and 
quietly in perpetual and pure alms, as any alms may be 
freely and quietly given. And that this my gift may in 
future times obtain the strength of perpetual firmness, I 
have held it right to strengthen it by the defence of the 
present writing with the apposition of my seal. Wit- 
nesses, Master Lambert, Sub-dean of Wells; Lord 
Philip do Alben ; Lord Boger de la Zuche ; Adam, son 
of Ilondebrand ; Master Humphrey, Canon of Cycester ; 
Master Beginald de Mercstone ; William, Chaplain of 
Bukingeham ; Walter, clerk of Langeham ; Thomas, clerk 
of Glouecester ; Nicholas de Wyleye, and others." ♦ 

Other early gifts, of which the exact dates have not 
been preserved, are the following : — 

Balph, the son of William de Briwere, gave to the 
Sisters the Church of Tolland with its appurtenances. 

* Cart. 11 II en. III., p. 2, m. 0. Appendix, No. IX. 



PRIORY AND PRECEPTORY. 13 

Alan, son of Antony Russell, gave them the Church of 
Donington, in the diocese of Lincoln. 

Warin de Aula gave them Bodescombe. 

Ascuid Musard gave them Chiltcombe, Wjsangre, and 
Bochelcote. 

And Kobert Arundale gave them Halse, with its appur- 
tenances.* Probably this gift is the same as that 
subsequently mentioned, as having been made so late as 
the year 1374, and as the subject of legal investigation in 
the year 1400. The name, however, of the donor is there 
given as Roger Arundell. 

Muriel de Bohun gave them 40 solidatae of land in 
Sherbom and Prumesley, in the county of Dorset, which 
grant was confirmed by her husband, Ralph de Bruercf 

The Prioress of Buckland held also one fee in Primes- 
leigh, which was Robert de London*s, of the Bishop 
of Salisbury ; and, with William Waddam, half a fee, 
which was Robert de London's, of the same Bishop in 

chief4 

By a charter dated at Henbiry, the 3rd of August, 1228, 

King Henry III. granted the Sisters permission to take 
from his park of Neuton a cartload of dead wood for fuel 
every week in the year. And it was considerately added, 
that, because it was more convenient to remove the aforesaid 
firewood in summer than in winter, the king permitted 
them to take the stated number of cartloads in the interval 
from Easter to the feast of S. Peter ad vincula, the 1st 
of August. An order was given to Richard de Wrotham, 
to allow them to remove the fuel, in agreement with the 
terms of the king's grant || 

• MS. Cott. Tib. E. IX. f. 28. MS. in Off. Armor. L. 17. f. 153 b. 

Appendix, No. X. 
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It would appear that this privil^e was not only one of 
considerable value, as it would necessarily be, but also one 
which was subject to frequent invasion, for we find a long 
series of confirmations of this and similar grants. In some 
instances it was possibly the change of the officer to whom 
the park was intrusted, which necessitated the preparation 
of a new instrument On the 3rd of April, 1229, the king 
signified from Marlborough to Hugh de NeviQ his royal 
pleasure that the Sisters should have weekly firom his park 
of Neuton one cartload of the dead wood of that park for 
their fuel. A similar permission was added to remove the 
whole of their yearly gathering between the feast of Easter 
and that of S. Peter ad vincula, instead of employing 
the winter in so inconvenient a work.* A similar order 
was given to Richard de Wrotham, dated at Westminster, 
loth of May, 1229.t 

Immediately subsequent to this grant, a very interesting 
addition was made to the revenues of the Sisters, and agidn 
it was by their royal benefactor. The letters were addressed 
to the King's treasurer and chamberlains. " Know ye," he 
says, "that we have given, and granted, and by our 
charter have confirmed to the Prioress of Bocland and the 
Sisters there serving God, of the Order of the Hospital of 
Jerusalem, to maintain three maidens for ever in the said 
priory, a delivery of two pence and one half-penny, which 
Roger, Chaplain of the Bishop of Lincoln, used to receive 
daily by the hand of the Sheriff of Hereford our almoner ; 
and a delivery of two pence, which Margary, the nurse of 
Isabella our sister, used to receive daily by the hand of 
the same. To be held of us and of our heirs by them and 
their successors in free, pure, and perpetual alms ; and to 

• Claus. 18 Hen. III., m. 12. 
t Claus. 13 Hen. III., m. la 
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be received for ever at our exchequer ; that is to say, one 
lialf at Michaelmas, and the other at Easter. And so 
we command you that ye have these deliveries made unto 
them, as aforesaid^ At Faversham, the 20th of September, 
1229."* 

This was followed eight days afterwards by a grant, 
addressed to Richard de Wrotham, in favour of the Sisters, 
increasing the gift of one to that of three weekly cartloads 
of wood for their fire. It was to be taken every week 
^^ de spinis, alno, et arabili," in the park of Neuton, and a 
similar concession was added as to time with that pre- 
viously stated. The grant was dated at Westminster, 28th 
September, 1229.t A similar one was addressed two days 
afterwards to John de Monem, from London, the 30th of 
September, 1229.$ 

Terric de Nussa, Prior of England, who died on 
the 21st December, 1237, gave the Sisters and their 
successors, by advice of the general Chapter of his 
brethren, an annual allowance of thirty-eight marcs, 
twelve shillings, and eight pence sterling, which they 
were to receive from the Preceptor of Buckland for the 
time being, at two terms of the year ; namely, at the feast 
of Easter, nineteen marcs, six shillings and four pence, 
and a similar sum at the feast of S. Michael. And it 
was further ordered that the Preceptor or Master should 
be allowed this amount in his responsions or annual returns 
to the Receiver General of the Order. || 

Previous to the 15th of February, 1270-1, which was the 
day of his decease, Roger de Veer, Prior of England, paid a 

• Pat. 13 Hen. III., m. 4. 

t Glaus. 18 Hen. III., m. 4. 

t Glaus. 13 Hen. III., m. 3. 
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Yisit to Bukland to inspect the state of the House. He found 
great difference and discord previdling between the Pre- 
ceptor and the Prioress and Convent, about a number of 
matters intimately affecting the Prioress and her Sisters. 
There is little doubt, as in an instance which will be before 
us presently, that the Preceptor looked with a grud^g 
eye on the possessions of the Sisterhood, and hardly 
endured to part with the funds which he was compeUed to 
advance for their maintenance. Soger appears to have 
felt that nothing but peremptory measures would ensure 
peace. With the assent of his chapter at Melchebum, he 
made among other regulations the following : — ^That the 
Prioress and Convent should have their own steward, who 
should sit at the table of the Preceptor; and one servant, 
who should sit with the servants of the Preceptor ; and 
who should be there daily at table unless the steward 
should otherwise appoint him. That at the feast of S. 
Alichael, when the steward should desire to hold his court 
at Hcle, he should have of the cellarer five white loaves and 
his flagons full of ale ; and that at the same feast, when he 
should hold his courts at Kinmersdon and Primmilegh, 
he should have the same ; and at Hokeday the same ; and 
that he should have his horse furniture and all other neces- 
saries, at the delivery and appointment of the Prioress and 
Convent. And that, if in anything he should be at fault, 
it should be lawful for the Prioress to prohibit him from 
meddling with their goods, but not to remove him from his 
office without the consent of the Prior. Moreover, it was 
ordained that the Sisters should have a secular priest to 
celebrate mass for the soul of Sister Fina sometime 
Prioress there, and for the souls of the founders and bene- 
factors of the said House, who should sit at table with the 
brethren, and have his bed in the dormitory between the 
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priests and clerks, and for the rest of his time should be at 
the order of the Prioress ; so that the Preceptor should 
have an allowance of five marcs for the table of the said 
priest, and also of the one brother who celebrated the mass 
of Blessed Mary, and also three shillings at the feast of S. 
Michael for the clerk of the chapel.* The calm which 
this arrangement produced was at best but temporary, and 
wc shall soon have to notice some evidences of the feeling 
with which it was regarded by the Preceptor and his 
brethren, by whom the establishment of the neighbouring 
Community was clearly considered a grievance of no com- 
mon order I 

In or about the year 1270, the Hospitallers of Boclande 
were returned among other Somersetshire landowners as 
holding five virgates of land, of the annual value of fifty 
shillings.! 

In 1276, the Sisters are stated on the verdict of a jury 
to have common of pasture for eight oxen and two cows in 
a place of forty acres situated in Rolneston4 

Shortly after this date the chapel of Kynmeresdon was 
sacrilegiously broken into and plundered. The crime was 

charged upon a certain Robert de Bo , (the MS. 

is imperfect and the name cannot be regained) before the 
Justices Itinerant, but he was happy enough to clear him- 
self to the satisfaction of his judges. A letter is extant 
from Robert Bishop of Bath to the King, ^^ excellentissimo 
domino suo domino Edwardo,*' wishing him health ^^ in Eo 
per Quem reges regnant et regnorum omnium gubemacula 
sustentantur,*' and soliciting the prompt restoration of the 
possessions and goods of the accused, which had been 

• MS. in Off. Arm. L. 17, f. 153 b. Appendix, No. XIII. 

t Test, de Nevill, f. 759. 
t Hilar, an. 4 Edw. I. de Jur. et Ass. rot. 14. Abbrev. Plac. p. 189. 
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detained during the process of the investigation. The 
Bishop's letter is dated at Windsor, 9th September, 1281.* 

In 1290 was the famous Taxatio of Pope Nicholas IV. 
The Church of Boclonde was then valued at £5 6s. 8d ; 
Perton, with its Chapel, at £53 6s. 8d. ; the Vicarage of 
the same at £6 13s. 4d. ; and Elleworth, at £4 6s. 8d.t 

The favour of collecting fire wood from the park of Neu- 
ton, Perton, or Petherton, appears, as I have remarked, to 
have been often contested. In the year 1 290, the nuns were 
obliged to petition the king in parliament with a view to 
the restoration of their rights. They submitted that since 
the battle of Evesham, a.d. 1265, they had. been hindered 
in their ancient privilege, and humbly solicited the king's 
favour in the restitution of the same4 

Richard de Plessetis, or de Placey, a descendant of 
Eichard de Wrotham already noticed, who died 20 Edw. 
I., 1292, founded, about two years before his decease, a 
perpetual chantry at Newton for the health of his soul and 
the souls of his father and mother, and all his ancestors and 
successors. For the endowment of the same, he granted to 
William de Hilprinton, the intended chantry priest, and his 
successors, in the chapel of S. Peter at Newton, a house in 
which William de Grey, a former chaplain, lived aforetime, 
and several acres of land in Ivymore, Highmore, and 
Ellerhaye, together with the tithes of Newton and Pether- 
ton Park, and right of common for six oxen and six heifers 
in all places where he had common. The witnesses to this 
charter were the Preceptor of Buckland, Sir Geoffrey de 
Wrockshall, Sir John de Placetis, Peter de Hamme, and 
John de Marisco.|| 

* Calendar of Letters, No. 1948. 

t Tax. Eool. P. Nioh. IV., pp. 198, 199. 

J Pet. in Pari., 18 Edw. I., n. 152, yoI. i., 58. 

11 Golline. e Begist. Well. iii. 65. 
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In 1297, the 25th of Edward I., the Master of the 
Hospital of Bocland was returned from the counties of 
Somerset and Dorset, as holding lands or rents to the 
amount of £20 yearly value or upwards, either in capite or 
otherwise, and as such he was summoned under the general 
writ to perform military service, &c., in parts beyond the 
sea. The muster was at London, on the Sunday next 
after the Octave of S. John the Baptist, or the 7th o^ 
July, 1297* 

In the Perambulation of the Forest of North Petherton, 
dated the 25th of May, 26 Edward L, 1298, it is set forth 
that John de Erlegh holds the manor of North Petherton, 
with the moors, &c., and that the Prior of S. John of 
Jerusalem holds the hamlet of Gogestode, the Priory of 
Uokeland, the hamlets of Taklestone and Heggynge, with 
the woods, moors, marshes, &c., and the hamlet of Bidone, 
With the moors, marshes, &c.t 

King Edward I. gave the Order a charter for a weekly 
market, held on Monday, in his manor of Halse4 

The year 1306 brought a further increase of property. 
A writ was addressed on the 16th of October, 1305, and an 
inquest was held at Somerton, before J. de Montacute, the 
King's Escheator, on the Monday after Palm Sunday in the 
following year, or the 28th of March, 1306, to examine 
and report whether it were to the detriment of the King, 
or of any others, if Thomas de Berkelay should give two 
shops, with their appurtenances, in Welles, to the Prioress 
and Sisters of Boclande. The process was exactly similar 
to that which I have fully explained in my History of 
Taunton Priory, and does not require further illustration. 

• Pari. Writs, i., 298. 

t Per. For. de North Petherton, 26 Edward I. 
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The verdict was favourable, and the King's letters paten t, 
dated at Lanercost, the 20th of October, enabled both 
parties to act in agreement with the donor's desire* The 
annual value of the property was eighteen shillings in all 
issues. 

William de Tottehale, Prior of England, presented John 
de Messingham to North Pederton, 12th March, 1309-lO.t 
^ The year subsequent to this date, the same Thomas de 
Berkelce granted under very peculiar circumstances four 
pounds of rent^ with appurtenances, issuing from lands and 
tenements in Hamme, held by Thomas de Stane of the 
the said Thomas. This sum was to be received by the 
Prioress and Sisters in aid of the maintenance of his 
daughter Isabella, who was a Sister of the House. They 
were to receive it during the life of this lady; and after 
her decease it was to revert entirely to its former master. 
The letters patent describe the Priory as very poor, 
" quod nimis exile esse dinoscitur," and convey the King's 
license for this seasonable help. They are dated at London, 
the 25th of August, 13114 

The Master of the Hospital was certified, pursuant to 
writ tested at Clipston, 5th March, 1316, as one of the 
lords of the township of North Petherton.|| 

In the Ordination of the Vicarage of Poulet, made in 
the following year, the Vicar was to pay every year one 
marc of silver to the Sisters of Bokland.§ 

On the 9 th of March, 1320, John de Were well was 
Preceptor, and was appointed by the Prior of S. John to 



* loquis. ad. 9, d. 34 £dw. I., D. 178. Pat. 34 £dvr. I., m. 4. 
t MS. Harl. 6986 B, f. 126 b. 
t Pat. 5 Edw. XL, p. 1, m. 20. 

II Pari. Writs, 11., 378. 
§ MS. Harl. C968, Cart. p. 7. 
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be procurator and administrator of the estates belonging to 
the Hospital in the diocese of Bath and Wells.* 

In the year 1328, an amicable arrangement was after 
some delay arrived at between Geoffrey Samuel and William 
his son on the one part, and the Prioress Isabella la Louwe 
and Convent on the other, touching the celebration of 
Divine Service in their chapel of Lokyngton, in their parish 
of Kilmersdon. It was agreed that the Prioress and 
Convent, for themselves and their successors, should grant 
to the aforesaid Geoflfirey and William, the celebration in 
the aforesaid chapel, on Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 
to be performed by the perpetual Vicar of Kilmersdon, in 
return for a tenement which the Prioress and Convent held 
of the fee of the aforesaid Geoffrey and William. To the 
constant maintenance of this celebration, Geofirey and 
William bound themselves and their heirs in one quarter of 
com, to be paid every year to the said Vicar from their 
manor of Lokyngton. The confirmation w^as dated the 
19th of November, 1328.t 

On the 28th of August in the following year, 1329, died 
Thomas L'Archier, Prior of England. He gave to the 
Sisters of Buckland a yearly pension of forty shillings, to 
be drawn for ever from the manor of Hidon, a limb of 

Templecomb.J 

During the same year, the Preceptor and Sisters were 
obliged to call in the aid of their ecclesiastical superiors 
against the harsh measures of Master Richard de Thistel- 
den, their diocesan's ofi&cial. The latter had called upon 
them to exhibit their title to the churches of Northpeder- 
ton, Durston, Halse, Bromfeld, and Kynemersden, in the 

* Archer, e Beg. Drok. 159. 

t MS. Harl, 6964, p. 132. 
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uiocese of Bath and Wells. Tliese churches were, as we 
have already noticed, canonically appropriated to them, 
and had been so from ancient times. On their citation to 
pay the customary " obedience" in behalf of these churches, 
considerable harshness was exhibited; and, on their duly 
demanding to be furnished with a copy of his commission, 
the commissary had not only neither listened to their 
prayer nor acceded to their request, but had pronounced 
them contumacious, when they were not so, had fined 
them in an immoderate sum of money, and had ordered the 
same to be levied forthwith. An appeal was forwarded to 
the Apostolic See, which was promptly followed by an 
inhibition against his attempting aught to the prejudice of 
the appellants during the pending of the suit in the Court 
of Canterbury. The inhibition was dated at London, the 
26th of September, 1 329.* 

It appears, firom the Year Book of 1330, that the arrange- 
ment just mentioned in connexion with the chapel of 
Lokyngton, or Leeke, was not fully and faithfully observed. 
The record referred to presents us, accordingly, with an 
instance of litigation, the issue of which, so far as we can 
gather it, was of an unfavourable character. The proceed- 
ings, as there given, are in avowry, and the question is 
raised as to the lawfulness of a certain distress levied 
by Agnes, widow of William Samuel, upon Isabel de Berch, 
Prioress of Buckeland, through the alleged non-perform- 
ance of the terms of the covenant. Agnes, by a plaint 
sued by the Prioress, is made defendant, and called upon to 
give reasons for levying the distress. To those of my 
readers who feel an interest in the old practice of the law, 
it will not be unwelcome if I enter into the particulars 

• MS. Uarl. 6906, p. 17. Appendix, No. XVI. 
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of the case, and exhibit the process by which an attempt 
was made to obtain restitution. It is stated that ^' Agnes 
Samuel avoweth a distress upon Isabel de Berch, Prioress 
of Buckland, by reason that one M., a predecessor of 
the said Isabel, held of Bichard Flory a message and 
acre of land by fealty and the service of finding a 
chaplain to sing, in the chapel within his manor of Leeke, 
masses, matins, and vespers, on three days in the week 
throughout the whole year, to wit Sunday, Wednesday, 
and Friday, and to find in the same chapel bread, and wine, 
and other things suitable for the celebration of Divine 
Service, "pan', et vine, et auters ornam'ts pur divines 
servic' celebrer," of which services Kichard was seised ; 
the which Bichard gave and granted the manor, with the 
chapel to which the services related, to William the late 
husband of the same Agnes, and to Agnes, and to the heirs 
of their two bodies ; the which M. made attornment 
of the said services to William and Agnes ; and after the 
death of William this same Agnes was seised, by the hand 
of the said Isabel, &c., and for the singing in arrear for 
two years.* 

The defence that seems by the pleadings to have been 
set up to Agnes Samuel's case was that the Vicar by a 
certain composition received a quarter of wheat for the 
fulfilment of the duties, which were performed by a 
priest employed by him. And the question was whether 
the facts alleged by the Prioress were sufficient answer to 
bar Agnes Samuel of her action, or whether on the 
other hand she were justified in levying the distress. We 
do not know the issue, as, the Court sitting in Banco 
and not at Nisi prius, no decision was come to on the 

• Mioh. 4 Edw. III., pL 62. 
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merits ; though I think^ as I have already said, that it may 
be gathered from the pleadings that Prioress would be 
unsuccessful, and that the distress which Agnes Samuel 
had levied would be pronounced valid and according to 
law. 

Of the year 1335 I am happy to furnish a very valuable 
memorial. It Is the certificate of the Lord Bishop to the 
King, of the churches, advowsons, and pensions which the 
Prior and Brethren of the Hospital possessed in the diocese 
of Bath and Wells. They are here stated to hold, as 
appropriate rectories, the Church of Halse, of the annual 
value of £10 ; the Church of Durston, with the tithes 
of Coggelode by Boclande, (there is still a "Coglett 
Field" in the immediate neighbourhood of the site of 
the Priory) of the annual value of 8 marcs ; the 
Church of Northpederton, of the annual value of 60 
marcs ; and the Church of Kynemersdone, of the annual 
value of 24 marcs. They have also, it is added, the 
advowsons of the Churches of EUesworthe, taxed in 6 
marcs and a half; of Talande, taxed in 3 marcs ; and of 
Hethfeld, taxed in 5 marcs. They have also the foUowing 
annual pensions: from the Chapel of Bodyngton in the 
park of Netherstauway, 2s. ; from the Church of Touland, 
2s. ; from Bekyngton, 20s. ; and from the Church of Poulet, 
1 marc. The document is dated at Banwell, 27th August, 
1335.* 

In the 11th year of King Edward III., 1337, died John 
de Erlegh, seised at the time of his decease of the manors 
of Durston, JNorth Petherton, Somerton Erie, Bekington, 
Michaelchurch, &c. The fact of special interest in our 
present enquiry is that he left behind him a son John, born 

• MS. Harl. 6965« p. 93. 
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and baptised at Durston, 29th of November, 6 Edward 
III., 1332, who atlerwarda attended the Black Prince to 
Spain ; another son Bichard ; and three daughters, Katha- 
rine Prioress of Buckland, Elizabeth wife of Sir John 
Stafford, and Alice wife of Sir Nicholas Poines.* Here 
we have an instance, by no means uncommon, of a noble 
daughter of the house of a founder governing the Com- 
munity which owed its origin to the piety of an ancestor 
long gone to his reward. 

For the year subsequent to this date we possess an 
invaluable series of returns, which furnish us with a most 
lively picture of the system of the Hospital in full operation 
and activity. It will be remembered that, in the sketch 
which I gave of the Order, I showed that all the provincial 
Heads and Preceptors were simply delegates of the Prior of 
England, and had to account to him for the surplus of their 
receipts over their expenditure. The Hospital in England 
was only a portion of that widely-spread institution which 
had possessions in at least two-thirds of the then known 
world. An annual return was accordingly made from each 
of the Preceptories or Commandries by the Preceptor or 
receiver to the Prior of England, and by him to the head- 
quarters of the Order, wherever those might happen to be. 
Happily for us, we possess one of these interesting balance- 
sheets, that for the year 1338, which was fortunately 
discovered at Malta, and published three years ago by the 
Camden Society, with an admirable preface by my lamented 
friend, Mr. John Mitchell Kemble. This truly valuable 
contribution to historical and archasological science would, 
in my humble opinion, be perfect, but for the grave mistake, 
for which my friend was not responsible, of printing the 

* Inq. p. m. 28 £dw. III., n. 71. 
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MS. in extensoj the result of which is that certain 
errors run through the whole volume, a result but poorly 
compensated for by the imagined — and only imagined — 
greater facility with which the ac(;ounts may be perused. 
To well-instructed antiquaries it is as easy to read manu- 
scripts with their contractions as in extensoy while to general 
readers the matter presented in either form is equally 
obscure and unintelligible. 

The return itself consists of a minutely-accurate balance- 
sheet for every part of the property of the Order in 
England, with an exact account of income and of outlay in 
every hajulia^ bailiwick or manor. Buckland figures pro- 
minently among these ; and I will endeavour, by means of 
the data here presented to us, to give my reader a picture 
of the scene on which we are now engaged, as it appeared 
during the former half of the fourteenth century. 

The establishment consisted of various buildings, of 
which three are mentioned, which either required some 
outlay, or furnished a source of income. First, there was 
the court or manor-house, but it sadly needed a new roof. 
The bakehouse attached to it also wanted repair, and is 
described as in a very ruinous condition. A dovecot, 
which, singularly enough, appears to have been an 
appendage to almost every House, and a never-failing 
source of emolument, is returned as yielding, together with 
the produce and herbage of the garden, the considerable 
annual value of lOs. The proceeds of both were no 
doubt disposed of in the neighbourhood, when the supply 
exceeded the need at home. As that supply would neces- 
sarily vary with different years, it is not unlikely, especially 
as we constantly find this item set down in round numbers 
throughout the various accounts, that it was computed at 
a certain annual value, which in some years was exceeded 
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by the actual return, while in others it was deficient 
Attached to the Community was a demesne of 268 acres ot 
arable land, of which 200 were valued at 12d. an acre ; 
and the remaining 68 at 7d. an acre, amounting together 
to £12 16s. There were also 42 acres of meadow, whereof 
three were taken by the Sisters. Of the remaining 39 the 
value of each was 28., and of the whole 788. There was 
also a small church, ^^ una parva ecclesia," appropriated to 
the Priory, of the annual value of 40s. Two mills were an 
additional source of income, which, with assessed rent, paid 
by free tenants to their landlord, amounted to £10. The 
fines and perquisites of the manor courts were valued at 
20s. The confrariay or voluntary contribution firom the 
neighbourhood, whether constant or exceptional is uncertain, 
hardly produced this year the sum of 80 marcs. 

Halse is returned as a ^^ member" of this bailiwick. It 
also had a manor house, but in a state of still greater 
dilapidation than that of Buckland. ^^ Destructa " it was, 
^^ et multum vastata ;" so much so that the proceeds of the 
manor for a whole year would scarce be suflicient to repair 
the damage. 220 acres were attached to it, 200 of which 
were valued at 12d., and 20 at lOd. an acre, together 
£10 16s. Sd. There were 28 acres of pasture, valued at 
8d. an acre ; 18 acres and a half of meadow, valued at 2s. 
an acre ; 52 acres of pasture, valued at 4d. an acre ; assessed 
rent £20 3s. per annum ; fines and perquisites of the manor 
courts, 40s. ; works and customary services of the native 
villani, commuted, I presume, into a money-rent, 40s. ; the 
appropriated rectory, valued at 18 marcs ; and pasture in 
moor and wood, at 6s. 8d. 

The total amount of receipt and profit firom the entire 
manor, with its member, was 186 marcs, 10s. 4d. 

We will now turn to the other side of the account, and 
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here we shall have an interesting and necessarily faithful 
picture of the social life of the House. 

The Society consisted, in the first place, of the 
Preceptor and five Brethren, after whom were their servants 
of various kinds, and the stranger guests, whom their rule 
of hospitality obliged them to entertain. The cost of 94 
quarters of wheat, which were made into bread for the 
House, at 3s. a quarter, amounted to :S14 28. For their 
beer, 130 quarters of grain, of which 62 were of barley, at 
2s. a quarter, and 78 of oat malt, at 20d. a quarter, both 
amounting to £1 1 14s. Then there were the expenses of 
the kitchen, an outlay of 4s. a-week, or £10 8s. a- year. 
The robes, mantles, and other necessaries of the Preceptor 
and his five Brethren, are stated at £10 8s., allowiug 
£1 14s. Sd. to each, which, as it appears throughout the 
returns, was the stated and ordinary sum. The stipend of 
a chaplain, per annum, with a seat at the Preceptor^s table, 
20s. John le Port, a corrodary, or fellow-commoner, by 
deed of the chapter, had a seat at the table, valued at 1 8s. In 
the robes of the Preceptor's servants was expended 1 marc. 
In the stipends of four clerks of the confraria, with commons, 
£4. In the wages of various servants, the cook, baker, 
steward, porter, woodreeve, chapel-clerk, gardener, swine- 
herd, and carter, 51s. 8d., of whom four received 2 marcs, 
and each of the rest 5s. The stipends of four pages 
amounted to Ss. They spent during the year, in repairs 
and roofing of their buildings, 40s. The visitation of the 
Prior of England, whose duty it was to make in person his 
annual examination, cost during the six days of his presence 
the heavy sum of £6. Lastly there was the annual pension 
to the Sisters, which we have already noticed, amounting to 
the charge of 29 marcs. The sum total of all the expenses 
and payments is 125 marcs, 3s. And the surplus, to be 
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paid to the general treasury of the Order, figures at 61 
marcs, Ts. 4d. 

The Preceptor and his brethren who at this time 
represented the Hospital at Buckland* were Brother 
John Diluwe, Preceptor, chaplain; Brother Robert Mount- 
fort, chaplain ; Brother Adam de Catworth, chaplain ; 
Brother Thomas de Taimeworth, chaplain; Brother Andrew 
de Shafteworth, scrgeant-at-arms ; and Brother Henry de 
Whaddon, sergeant- at-arms and steward of the Sisters. 
To these we must add John le Port, the corrodary, to 
whom we have already referred. 

The return concludes with an account of the Sisterhood. 
It describes their House as having been founded by the 
kings of England, and themselves as wearing the habit of 
the Hospital, and as commonly amounting to fifty in number. 
It further states that, by the ordination of their founders, 
their possessions were managed by themselves. Intent on 
making a correct report, and with a scarcely disguised 
feeling of resentment against everything which could tend 
to diminish the surplus by which his activity and good 
management could best be exhibited, the Preceptor most 
ungallantly adds that he and his brethren neither did nor 
could have or get aught from these ladies, ^^sed potius onus 
et gravamen," but rather burden, charge, and grievance — 
inasmuch as by a fixed ordination they were to have a 
brother of the Priory of England, at the expense of the 
Prior and Preceptor of the place, to be their steward, and 
two brethren for chaplains, and one secular chaplain to serve 
their church — also, it is not omitted to add, at the expense 
of the Preceptor. In the same place they had three 
carucates of land, of the annual value, in common years, of 
£6. Besides this, they are described as being in possession 
of other property, with some of which we are already 
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acquainted: — at Thele, In Devonshire, one carucate of land, 
of the value of 40s. ; at Prunslee, one carucate, valued at 
40s. ; at Kynemersdon, one carucate, valued at 508. Of 
assessed rent, they are stated to own 90 marcs, but it is 
added that hardly so many as 80 are levied. The following 
churches also are mentioned as appropriated to them: — ^The 
church of Pederton, of the value of 50 marcs ; the church 
of Kynemersdon, of the value of 20 marcs ; and that of 
Bromfcld, valued at £1 0. All of which, is the conclusion 
forcibly impressed upon the treasurer, are insufficient to 
provide for the maintenance of the Sisters and that of their 
servants, together with the repairs of their buildings, their 
dress, and other necessaries, apart from the help of friends 
and elemosynary payments.* It is indeed clear that a 
Community of fifty nuns, with their servants, although they 
did not afterwards, or perhaps often, amount to half 
so many, would be very inadequately maintained out 
of the funds thus described as being at their disposal, and 
that they would require the assistance of powerful patrons 
to enable them to support a bare existence. 

From Hidon, a limb of Temple Combe, the same record 
informs us that they had 3 marcs per annum for a tene- 
ment of theirs there.f This, as we have already noticed, 
was given them by Prior Thomas L'Archer, who died in 
1329. 

I may here place on record that William Redmor was 
presented to the Church of Hethfeld by Philip de Thame, 
Prior of England, on the 4th of February, 1348.$ It 
would appear that he did not long retain his benefice ; 
for John de Donne, Rector of the Church of Hethfeld, 

• Hosp. in Engl. pp. 17—20. 

t Hosp., p. 205. 

t MS. Harl. 69C5, p. 201. 
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presented Robert atte Crosse, Priest, to the Church of 
Fydyngton on the 25th of June, 1354. The institution is 
dated at Wylescomb, the 1 7th of the following month.* 

The pension of 208. due from the Church of Bekyngton 
had to be recovered by law in 1353. A writ was addressed 
for this purpose to John de Werdyr, the parson, on the 
12 th of July in that ycar.f 

In connexion with Buckland, it will not be amiss to 
repeat that Koger Arundell, sometime lord of the manor 
of Halse, gave that manor, in the year 1374, to the 
Prior of S. John of Jerusalem in England, on condition 
that he and his successors should find and maintain a chapel 
at Halse, and a chaplain to celebrate Divine Service for ever 
in the same for the souls of Roger, his predecessors, and all 
the faithful departed. A jury found the facts aforesaid, 
and that the manor, which was held of the king in capite, 
as of his manor of Hampstede Mareschall, by military 
service, was of the annual value in all issues of £20. The 
same jury found that Roger Torell had given to the 
Sector of the Church of Mulverton 20 acres of arable 
land, called Mynsterlond in Mulverton, to find a chaplain 
who should celebrate Divine Service three days every week 
in the chapel of Torelles Preston. The land was held of 
the king in capite, by military service, and was worth in 
all issues 16s. per annum. The Jurors were Bartholomew 
Baghey, Adam Londe, Robert Ladell, Walter Cherl, 
Richard Hokeday, John Holm, Benedict Flamesy, Robert 
Hewere, John Garland, Thomas Clyve, Gilbert Stenes, 
and Robert Skilgate ; and the inquest was taken at 
Taunton, before Adam atte More, the king's eschaetor, 
on Wednesday, the 8th of March, 1374, A writ of 

* Hyll Cartulary, pp. 52, 58. 
t MS. HarL 6965, p. 257. 
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" certiorari " in respect of these gifts was issued on the 3rd 
of July, 1400.* 

We must now pass to the year 1387. At this time the 
Prioress and Sisters obtained from King Richard IL, by a 
fine of thirteen shillings and four pence, another charter of 
^^nspeximus " and confirmation of their ancient grant from 
Henry III., of fuel from the park of Perton. The letters 
patent were dated at Westminster, 25th June, 1387.t 

At an Inquisition taken at Yvelchester, 7th October, 
1398, Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, who died on the 
previous feast of S. Margaret, July 20, is stated to have 
been seised at the time of his death of two fees payable 
by the Prior of S. John, as of the honor of Wiggemor. 
This is stated in immediate connexion with various other 
properties of the said Roger at Mershewood, Bocland, and 
ChUton4 

On the 28th of April, 1405, another charter of "inspexi- 
mus " and ratification was granted to the Prioress and 
Sisters, on the payment of one marc, in behalf of their 
ancient privilege. The letters patent on this occasion are 
particularly valuable, inasmuch as they furnish us with the 
name of the Prioress of the House, and thus make a still 
further addition to our list of hitherto unnoted Superiors. 
The lady in question was named Alicia, but of what family 
and from whom descended all human record has disap- 
peared. The document is dated at Westminster, on the 
day and year above mentioned. || 

Three years subsequently, on the 14th of November, 
1408, a writ of privy seal was issued, which furnishes us 



* Inq. ad q.d. 1 Hen. IV., n. 22. 
t Pat. 11 Eic. II., p. 1, m. 86. 
t Inq. p.m. 22 Bio. II., n. 84. 
Pat. 6 Hen. lY., p. 2, m. 28. 
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with a considerable amount of information as to the legal 
position of the Sisters. It is clear, from the very terms of 
their constitution, that they were necessarily subject to 
the Prior at Clerkenwell in no inconsiderable degree. 
Bracton, indeed, specially cites them as instances of legal 
inability of acting apart from the Prior and Head of their 
Order.* It appears that the Sisters had represented to 
the king the ancient grant which had been, as we have 
seen, conceded to them so early as the reign of Henry III., 
and the further permission accorded of removing their fire- 
wood, for greater convenience, between the Festival of 
Easter and that of S. Peter ad vincula. It is added, 
though hardly as it would seem borne out by the facts, 
that these concessions had been enjoyed by them from 
that time to the present without let or hindrance either 
from the king or the custodians of the park. The present 
keeper, however, had resisted their demand on the ground 
that they were but officials, " obedienciarie " of the Prior of 
S. John, and therefore not competent to accept the grant 
in their own persons. The Prioress and her Sisters, ac- 
cordingly, petitioned the king to interfere in their behalf 
and to provide a remedy. This result it is the intention 
of the writ to efiect. The king, taking it into his royal 
consideration that the Prioress and Sisters would instantly 
and devoutly pray for the health of himself and his dearest 
consort Johanna during their lives, and for their souls 
after their deaths, and for the king's dearest consort Maria, 
deceased, granted their request, by conveying to Walter 
Grendon, Prior of S. John, the gift already conceded, so 
that the same might be to the use and profit of the Prioress 
and Sisters at Buckland. Various ambiguities also in the 

* De legibuB, lib. v. tr. t. o. 18, de ezoeptionibus. 

E 
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original charter were now removed, and the intention of 
the royal donor made more conspicuous. Perton is changed 
to Pederton. In the previous instruments they were to 
take their firewood ^^ de spinis, akio, et arabili :" the grant 
now ran ^^ videlicet thorn, aller, mapel, et hasell." It was 
also set forth that each cartload should consist of as much 
firewood as six horses could draw, and that the servants 
should fall, cut up and carry away at their will the amount 
granted to them every year, fix)m the Festival of the 
Annunciation to the Festival of All Saints, without dis- 
turbance, hindrance, or grievance from the king, his heirs, 
the keeper of the park, or any other official or servant 
whomsoever.* 

King Henry Y. confirmed this grant of his father to 
William ELilles, Prior of S. John, in behalf of the Prioress 
and Sisters, on the payment of half a marc, at West- 
minster, on the 8th of February, 1418-9.t 

Of this also a confirmation was granted by King Henry 
VI., at Westminster, on the 5th of February, 1422-3.^ 
And another ratification and confirmation of the same, on 
the payment of half a marc, was made to Bobert Botell, 
Prior of S. John, twenty-one years afterwards, on the 
10th of February, 1443-4.|| 

The Sisters appear to have struggled against poverty 
without much aid fix)m those who should seem to have been 
their natural patrons, but from whom it is dear that 
they received little sympathy. On the 22nd of April, 
1447, they sold their pension of 4 marcs, payable to them 

• Fat 10 Hen. lY., p. 1, m. 19. MS. in GolL Armor. L. 17, f. 156b. 

Appendix, No. XVII. 

t Pat. 6 Hen. V., m. 10. 

t Pat. 1 Hen. YL, p. 6, m. 6. 

II Pat. 22 Hen. YI., p. 2, m. 22. 
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from the vicarage of North Pederton.* These^ it is said 
by Dr. Archer, are still paid to the Crown. 

It would appear, although we know very little either of 
the process or the results, that several valuations of the 
property were made during the last half of the fifteenth 
century, especially in 1460 and 1493. We shall presently 
have before us, however, a most valuable and complete 
document of a similar kind, and of so near a period to that 
of the returns alluded to as to make their absence a matter 
of less importance.f 

For some few years nothing seems to have transpired of 
which a record is preserved for us ; but I have found some 
documents which belong to the conmiencement of the 
following century, which give us an excellent insight into 
the condition of the House at that period. 

I may premise, however, to keep to the chronological 
order as far as possible, that, at a Chapter holden at 
Melchbome on the 9th of November, 1500, there was 
granted to Alexander Vemey, Chaplain, a chamber suit- 
able to his rank in the manor of Bodmescomb in the county 
of Devon, with fuel for the said chamber from the underwood 
of that manor, eight marcs sterling a year by way of stipend, 
and for food and raiment, during his life, to be received 
through the hands of the Preceptor of Buckland, or of the 
farmer in charge. The said Alexander obliged himself to 
celebrate Divine Service in the Chapel of Bodmescomb as 
long as his strength lasted so to do. If, from old age or 
infirmity, he became unable to officiate, his chamber and 
allowances were still to be continued to him. If, however, 
whilst able to celebrate, he failed in his duty, and without 

• MS. Harl.6966,p.61. 
t Compul. 38 Hen. VI. Off. Aug. 18092. Comput.SHen.yiI.Off.Aag.1232. 

Add. M23. 21, 824, pp. 12b, 28b. 
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licence from the Prior or farmer omitted to perform it, the 
present grant was to be reckoned null and void. The 
seals of both parties were affixed to this agreement, which 
was dated as above.* 

In an ^^ Assembly" holden in the house of S. John of 
Jerusalem, at Clerkenwell, on the 20th of January, 1500-1, 
at which were present Brother John Kendal, Prior of Eng- 
land ; Brother Henry Hawlay, Preceptor of Willughton ; 
Brother Bobert Pek, Preceptor of Badislay and Mayne ; 
Brother Robert Dawson, Preceptor of Halston and Temple- 
comb ; Brother Thomas Newport, Preceptor of Newland ; 
Brother Bobert Danyel, Preceptor of Swynfeld ; Brother 
Adam Chetwod, Preceptor of Badisford and Dynglay; Bro- 
ther John Tonge, Preceptor of Ribston, Mount S. John, and 
Carbrok ; Brother Jo. Bowth, Preceptor of Quenyngton ; 
and Brother William Darel, Preceptor of Yeuelay and Ba- 
rowe ; a lease was granted to John Vernay of Farefelde, in 
the county of Somerset, esquire, of the Preceptory of Buc- 
lande Priors, in the county of Somerset, with the manors of 
Bodmescomb and Cove, in the county of Devon, appertaining 
to the said Preceptory, and all and singular other demesnes, 
lands, tenements, meadows, pastures, rents, services, contri- 
butions, courts with their profits, tithes, oblations, goods 
and chattels of felons and vagabonds, and all other 
liberties, emoluments, rights and advantages whatsoever; 
save and except woods and underwoods, advowsons of 
churches, guardianships, disposals in marriage, and admis- 
sion fines, which were wholly reserved. The lease was to 
run from the festival of the Nativity of S. John the Baptbt 
next coming, to the end of thirty years ; and the rent to be 
paid into the Treasury at Clerkenwell was ninety-three 
pounds, six shillings, and eight pence sterling per annum, 

• MS. Lansd. 200, f. Ixziz b. 
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payable in equal portioDs at the festivals of the Purification 
of the Blessed Virgin and of S. Barnabas the Apostle. 
Besides this, the following stipulations (to us the far more 
interesting part of the transaction) were to be most strictly 
observed. The aforesaid farmer and his assigns were to 
provide due and honest hospitality in the Preceptory, at 
their own expence ; and also, at their own expence, to find, 
according to the ancient order, five chaplains, two of whom. 
Chaplains of the Cross, or two others whom the Prior should 
depute, were to be assigned to places in the Church of the 
Sisters at Buclande, one in the Chapel of the Preceptory, 
one at Bodmescumbe, and one at Durston, for the 
continual celebration of Divine Service. They were 
also to find maintenance and a chamber for one chaplain 
of the Prioress, and maintenance for the steward of her 
House and for his servant, with two cartloads of hay, every 
year of the term. They were to give to Alexander Vemay, 
Chaplain of Bodmescomb, whose appointment we have 
already noticed, a chamber with his fuel there, and 
eight marcs sterling as stipend, and for his food and 
raiment, according to the tenor of the agreement previously 
made with him. Besides this they were to pay to the 
Prioress and Convent yearly for their customary pension 
the sum of £22, and to the steward of the courts pertaining 
to the said Preceptory his regular salary. Still further, 
they were to bear all other ordinary and extraordinary 
burdens incumbent on the Preceptory until the end of the 
term, the aids to the treasury at Rhodes excepted. They 
were to keep the buildings, walls, enclosures, hedges, &c., 
in good repair, and to return them in as sound a state as 
they received them. If any of the buildings should become 
ruinous during the term, the Prior was to rebuild them, and 
the farmer and his assigns were to repair and maintain them 
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for the future. They were to find provision and attend- 
ance for three or four days and nights for the servants of 
the Prior coming with five or six horses twice a year on 
visitation to the said Preceptory, or for holding courts there. 
The aforesaid farmer and his assigns were to have housebote, 
fyrebote, ploughbote, cartbote, hedgebote, harobote, and 
foldebote, in and of the woods and underwoods of the said 
Preceptory by reasonable assignment and without waste. 
It was stipulated also that the Prior and his servants were 
to visit the said Preceptory whenever they pleased, and to 
hold courts and make leases ; the farmer and his assigns to 
have the profits of the said courts, and to restore at the 
end of the term all the rolls of the courts, and leases, old 
and new, which should come to their hands during the 
interval. The farmer and his assigns were not to release 
their status in the Preceptory to any other holder without 
the licence of the Prior. If the rent went back, in part or 
in all, for two months after the dates above specified, it 
was to be lawful for the Prior to re-enter and take posses- 
sion. If the profits of the contributions were suspended, 
the farmer and his assigns were to be allowed the differ- 
ence, and to pay those monies only which they should 
actually receive. John Vemay bound himself to the per- 
formance of these agreements under a bond of two hundred 
poimds sterling ; and also that at the end of the term 
he and his assigns should surrender to the Preceptor of 
Buclande all the ornaments of the chapel there, with all the 
stock living and dead. The document was signed with the 
seals of the Prior and of John Vemay aforesaid, and was 
" dated in our House of Clerkenwell, by London, in our 
Assembly holden there on the twentieth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand five hundredth." * 

• MS. Lansd. 200, ff. Izxzuii, Izzxiiii b. Appendix, No. XYIII. 
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It would appear either that this agreement was not 
observed, and that the alternative provided for came into 
operation, or that a transfer was effected with permission of 
the lessors ; for so early as the 10th of March, 1507-8, at an 
^^ Assembly," holden on that day at the House at Clerken- 
well, under the presidency of Thomas Docwra, Prior of 
England, assisted by Brother John Tong, Preceptor of 
Ribston, Mount S. John^ and Carbrok ; Brother Thomas 
Sheffeld, Preceptor of Bruerlay and Shengay ; Brother 
Lancellot Docwra, Preceptor of Dynmore and Temple- 
combe ; Brother John Kawson, Preceptor of Swynfelde ; 
and Brother Thomas Golyn, Preceptor of Baddisford and 
Dynglay, a lease of the Preceptory was granted to Edmund 
Myl, of Wellys, gentleman, and to Anna his wife, together 
with the manors of Bodmescomb and Cove, in the county 
of Devon. The terms of the lease are precisely similar to 
those already detailed, save that the special mention is 
omitted of Alexander Yernay, the Chaplain of Bodmes- 
comb, who may be supposed to have departed this life 
during the interval.* 

Once more a Confirmation was granted to the Sisters of 
their early privilege which has been so often before us. 
It is a document of a most curious kind, and especially so 
when we consider it with reference to the character of him 
from whom it came. In the second year of his reign. 
King Henry YIII. addressed letters of ^^ inspeximus " to 
his beloved in Christ Thomas Docwra, Prior of the Hospital 
in England, recounting the terms of the previous letters, 
and granting through him to the Prioress and Sisters of 
Bucland a hundred and fifty-six cartloads of wood every 
year, from his park of Petherton, on the ground of their 

• MS. Oott. CUud. fi. YL ftliub^liiiL 
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offering up constant and devout prayers for his own health 
and that of his dearest consort Katharine during their 
lifetime, and for their souls after their decease. Every 
cartload was to be of the draught of six horses or eight 
oxen ; and, inasmuch as the time was limited in the former 
letters to the interval between the festival of the Annun- 
ciation and that of All Saints, they were now at liberty to 
collect the firewood from the latter festival to that of S. 
George the Martyr, the 23rd of April. They were also 
permitted to place sufficient fences round those parts of the 
park where the future fuel was growing, so that the young 
shoots might not be damaged, and that cattle and other 
animals might not injure the same. It was also allowed 
them, if they saw fit, to gather the amount of two years 
in one, but in that case they were not to remove any 
during the whole of the following year. All these conces- 
sions were to be enjoyed without any payment to the 
keeper of the park, or any fine to the hanaper of the 
chancery. The instrument was dated at Canterbury, 5th 
April, 1511.* 

This arrangement was of but short duration. Edmund 
Myl died, and his widow became the wife of Lionel Norres 
in 1514. The lease was surrendered, and the Prior and 
his Chapter granted an annuity of ten pounds, out of the 
issues of the Preceptory, for the term of the life of the 
survivor. The instrument was dated the 11th of January, 

1514-5.t 

In 1516, the property was leased to Henry Thome ton, 
gentleman, of Currymalett, for forty years, from the festival 
of the Nativity of S. John the Baptist next ensuing, at 
a rent of one hundred and three pounds, six shillings, and 

• Confirm. 2 Hen. VIII., p. 10, n. 7. 
t MS. Cott. Claud. E. YI. ff. cxWii, oxlviib. 
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eight pence sterling a year. The increase of ten pounds 
in the yearly rental which is thus apparent was to meet 
the annuity of the same amount^ just mentioned, wliicli 
was, however, to revert to the farmer on the death of 
the annuitants. The terms of the lease in other respects 
were similar to those of the former. It was dated at the 
House of S. John at Clerkenwell, 24th April, 1516.* 

It will be recollected that, by the conditions of the previ- 
ous leases, there was an express reservation of the wood, 
underwood, and reparations of buildings. An indenture 
was made between Thomas Docwra, Prior of the Hospital 
of S. John of Jerusalem in England, and his brethren 
Elnights of the same on the one part, and Henry Thornton, 
farmer of their Commandry of Bukeland, gentleman, on 
the other, by which the former covenanted, bargained, and 
sold for the residue of his lease unto the said Henry and 
his assigns all their wood and underwood lying, standing, 
and growing in their wood within the lordship of Hals, 
called Hals wood, containing by estimation 40 acres, save 
and except two trees of " oke " in the same wood, of the 
best ^^okes" that will and may serve for timber for the said 
Prior and his brethren, and their successors. For this 
concession the said Henry paid £20 sterling, with which 
the said Prior confessed himself to be well and trulv 
satisfied and contented. It was agreed that the said Henry 
Thornton should repair and maintain at his own cost all 
manner of the houses and buildings ; that it should be 
lawful for the said Henry to stub and grub all the said 
wood and underwood ; and that he might, if he pleased, 
without impeachment of waste or destruction, alter, trans- 
pose and change such houses and buildings, provided that 

• MS. Cott Claud. E. VL, ff. oliiib, olxiii, dxiii b. 

F 
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he made others in their stead. He bound himself and his 
heirs in the sum of £100 for the due performance of this 
engagement, which was entered into in the Chapter holden 
in the House of S. John's of Clerkenwell beside London, 
the 2nd of October, 1519.* 

It should be remarked, that, although no mention is 
made in these documents of the Preceptor and his assistants 
at Buckland, we are not to conclude for certain, how likely 
soever, that such personages did not exist ; because, 
according to the rule of the Order, as we have repeatedly 
noticed, they were simply officials, and the direction of their 
estates was virtually in the hands of the Superior at 
Clerkenwell. It would appear, nevertheless, that a change 
had taken place in the general mode of management. The 
position of the Preceptor and his Brethren, if such officers 
were still in being, which I hardly believe, was clearly very 
diffiarent from what it was when the accounts of their 
predecessors just two centuries before were so minutely laid 
open to our inspection. 

On the same day as the date of the last instrument, the 
2nd of October, 1519, the Prior and Chapter leased for a 
term of forty years, to the said Henry Thornton, farmer 
of Budand, a tenement with its appurtenances, late in the 
tenure of John Curson, situated and lying in the parish 
of S. Clement Danes, outside Temple Bar. The rent was 
40s. sterling a-year.f 

We are now close upon times of trouble. I have already 
in previous Memoirs entered fully into the history of the 
unscrupulous movement which terminated in the violent 
suppression of the Religious Houses, and the wholesale 

• MS. Cott. Claud. £. VI., ff. dzzzuii, olzzziiii b. 
t MS. Cott. Claud. E. VI., f. olzzzviu. 
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robbery of their possessions. The main features of that 
odious tragedy are necessarily the same in every instance, 
although the details are as various as the multiform shapes 
in which tyranny, falsehood, sacrilege, and murder can 
present themselves and be exemplified when under no 
restraint Hor necessity to deceive. Happily, therefore, 
there will not be any need to take the reader over ground 
with which he is already acquainted, and which is too 
unlovely to be voluntarily allowed to detain us. I will, 
accordingly, introduce him to the particular and special 
information which I have succeeded in gathering in con- 
nexion with the House on the history of which we are now 
employed. 

Is is singular that no Declaration of the King's Supre- 
macy, made either by the officers of the Preceptory or by 
the Sisterhood, has been preserved. It may be presumed 
that such was submitted to and accepted by them, but the 
record of the transaction is not extant. 

Immediately afterwards, with a view to apportion the 
payment voted to the King for the support of his new 
dignity, followed the well-known " Valor." It is a most 
important document, as furnishing us with a minute account 
of the possessions of the House, with its income and 
expenditure in customary deductions, on the eve of the 
dissolution. I will, therefore, present the reader with its 
details, only more lucidly arranged than in their original and 
obscure form. Under each head he will thus be able without 
difficulty to see the gross and net values of the estates, both 
before and after the dues, stipends, and other disbursements 
had been accounted for and liquidated, and the subsequent 
surplus which remained for the maintenance of the House 
itself. 
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PRIORY OF MYNCHYN BOCKELAND. 
Declaration of the Extent and Annual Value of all and 
singular the Lands and Tenements and other Possessions, 
with the Tithes, Oblations, and all other Issues of the 
divers Benefices and Chapels belonging and appropriated to 
the aforesaid Priory as below appeareth, namely in the time 
of Katerina Bowghshere, now Prioress at the same place, 
approved and examined by the Commissioners aforenamed 
[Sir Andrew Lutterell and Hugh Mallet, Esqr., Commis- 
sioners ; Hugh Trotter and John Plompton, Auditors.]. 

Lands bound the Pbioby. 
Value in issues of the Demesne Lands, re- ' 

maining in the hands of the Prioress, and > cxvij" viij^ 
taxed by four trustworthy men. Thus clear 

BOOCKELAND. 

Value in assessed Rents as well 'of 
the Free as of the Customary 
Tenants there, per annum • • 
Out of this, per annum. 
For a chief rent there to the 
Prior of S. John of Jerusa- 
lem in England • • • . ix* 
So clear 
Fines of land there 

Wellys. 
Value in Rents of divers burgages 

there, per annum • • • . xlix* 

Out of this, per annum. 
For rent to the Bishop of Bath . . ix* 

For the fee of William Vowell, 

steward there . . . . . . xiij' iiij* 

For the fee of Alexander Pophame, 

bailiff there iij' iiij* 

And there remains clear 



xxif 



•IS * a***<l 

VXXJ"X1X*11J" 



/ 



XX" 



>xxxj" vij'* 
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GOTTON. 

Assessed Rents as well of the Free 
as of the Customary Tenants 
there, per annum . . . . iiij^ xj* 

Out of which, per annum, 
For rent to the Abbat of Glas- 
tonbury . . . . . . xij< 

And there remains clear 

NORTHPETHERTON. 

Assessed Bents as well of the Free 
as of the Customary Tenants 
there, per annum • • • • xxiij^ ix^ 



\ 



• Ulj" X* 



Out of which, per annum, 

For a priest in the parish church 

there, celebrating daily for 

the souls of Henry Erley and 

others, by agreement . . yj^xiij'iiij* 

For the fee of John Walton, 

steward there • • • • xiij* iiij^ 

For the fee of John Bekyn, 
bailiff there . . . . xxxiij* iiij* / 

And there remains clear 
Fines of lands there, per annum xxx' 

Perquisites of the Courts and 

other Casualties • • • • iiij* 

Brymton Raff. 
Assessed Bents there, per annum, clear • • 

Cadecote. 
Bent of one tenement there, per annum, clear 

Horewoode. 
Bent of one tenement there, per annum, clear 



) xiiij^ ix<* 



V V V V 

XXXUlj' 



••_ •• •. 



XXUIJ' Vllj 






• •- ■•• •. 



XUJ* lUJ 
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• • 



ASSHE AND ThORNEFFAWCON. 

Assessed Rents there, per annum . . xlvij* vj*^ 
Out of which, per annum, 

For the fee of John Popham, 

bailiff there ij" 

And there remains clear 

County of Dorset. 

Chyldcomb. 
Assessed Rents there, per annum, clear 

PeMESLEGH IK SUYLBOBNE. 

Assessed Rents as well of the 
Free as of the Customary 
Tenants there, per annum xiiij^^ iij" viij"^ 
Out of which, per annum. 
For rent to the Bishop of Sarum xij"^ 

For the fee of John Hely, 

bailiff there • . • • xiij* iiij'^ / 

And there remains clear 
Perquisites of the Courts there 

and other Casualties 
Fines of lands 



•A \ 



> xlv* vj^ 



••••ll 

XU1J»» 



•••15 • • •••• 

> Xllj" IX" 111} 



(I 



• • 



• • 



• . •• •J 

XVJ' VllJ** 



XX' 



Value of Spirituals, as under. 

County of Somerset. 

Rectory of Bockeland with the Chapel of 

MiHiLL Church. 
Issues of predial tithes 



m • 



• • 



Of personal tithes. . . . , . . . iij' >xij'' v" 



.. vij'xj"] 



Other casualties there, in common years 

Clear 



xviiJ^! 
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•••li .J 

XVllj" XV' 



. . viij" V* 



>• (I* • • I 



> VUJ" llj^ 



Rectory op Kylmersdon. 
Issues of predial and personal tithes xviij^ x' ^ 
Demesne Lands, with other casualties 

there, in common years . . v* 

Clear 

Bromepyld. 
Issues of predial and personal tithes, \ 

demesne lands, with other casualties 
there, in common years 
Out of which, per annum. 

To the Archdeacon of Taunton, for 

synodals • . • • • • • • ly J 

So clear 
Rectory op Northpetherton. 
Issues of predial and personal 
tithes, with other casual- 
ties there, in common 
years* • • • • 

Out of which, per annum, 
To the Bishop of Bath, 

for procurations 
To the Archdeacon of 
Taunton, for synodals 
So clear 

Briggewater. 
A pension from the Prior there, for tithes of Horsy 
Mede, per annum. Clear . . . . . . viij* 

Canyngton. 
A pension from the Prioress there, for tithes of 

Cleyhull, per annum. Clear vij" 

Stondenhay. 
A pension from Alexander Popham, for tithes 
there, per annum. Clear • • . • • • xl' 



xxiiij^ x*^ 



Vxxiifxj'jiob'. 



ly uf 



vij® V** ob'^ 
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>xxviij^*xv* iiij* 



County op Lincoln. 

Dybton. 

Issues of tithes of all kinds . • xxix^^ 
Demesne Lands with other 

casualties^ in common years xxij* 
Out of which; per annum, 
For the fee of Gothlac Over- 
ton, the receiver there • . xxvj" viij^ J 
Clear 

DONYNGTON. 

Issues of tithes of all kinds, demesne n 

lands, with other casualties, in 
conmion years • • • • • . x*^ 
Out of which, per annum. 
For the fee of Gothlac Overton, 

the receiver there . • . . xiij^ iiij** / 
Clear 

Essex. 

Pbeceptoby op Raynhame. 

A Pension paid by William Weston, Prior of S. John 
of Jerusalem in England, per annum. Clear • . 

Somerset. 

Pbeceptoby op Temple Comb. 

A Pension paid by Brother Edmund Husey 
there, per annum. Clear 



\ Jj^li yji yiJjd 



I •. •••< 



XXVJ' Vllj' 



Kent. 

Pbeceptoby op Swynpyld. 

A Pension paid by Brother Edward Brown 
there, per annum. Clear 



xl< 



priory and preceptoey. 49 

Northampton. 

Preceptory op Kerbroke. 
A Pension paid by Brother John Bawson 

there, per annum. Clear . . . . xiij' iiij*^ 

King's Alms. 
Receipt by the hands of the Sheriff of Here- 
ford yearly in the Exchequer of our Lord 
the Bang. Clear . . . . . . . . yj" xiij* iiij** 

Somerset. 

Church of Powlet. 
Annual Pension there. Clear . • . . • • xiij* iiij** 

Church of Northpetherton. 
Annual Pension there. Clear . . . . . . liij' iiij"* 

Church of Tollande. 
Annual Pension there. Clear • . . . . . ij** 

Church of Bekynton. 
Annual Pension there. Clear • . • . . . xx^ 



Temporals. 

Devon. 

Hele, in Tawstoke Parish. 
Assessed Rents as well \ 

of Free as of Cus- 
tomary Tenants, per 
annum, there • . xxiij^ xvj® iiij"* q* 
Out of which, per annum. 
For the fee of Thomas 

Perd, steward there xiij* iiij^ 

For the fee of Richard 

Payn, receiver there iij* iiij^ / 

And 80 clear 

G 



) xxij^* XIX* viij** q'. 
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Fines of lands there^ per annum, • . xx' 
Perquisites of the Courts and other ^ xxiij^ iiij 

Casualties . . . . . . iij* iiij"* 



Cornwall. 

Brode Woode Wygger. 
Assessed Bents as well of the Free as 
of the Customary Tenants there, per 
annum. Clear . . . . . . . . Ixxv* iiij"* ob\ 

Sum total of the value as well of aU the 

Temporals as of the Spirituals above 

mentioned . . . . • . . • ccxxiij^^ vij'* iiij"* q*. 
The tithe from thence • . . . . . xxij^ vj* ix"* * 

Such was the precise state and value of the property 
in the 27th year of Henry VIIL, 1534. 

The " Valor" gives us also the names of the following as 
Incumbents of benefices at the period of its formation : — 

John Aisshelok was rector of Beckyngton, Thomas 
Thomson was vicar of Kilmersdon, Thomas Hill was vicar 
of Halse, John Dawes was rector of Hethfelde, Robert 
Balche was vicar of Powlet, John Bulcume was vicar of 
Northpetherton, John Langdon, Walter Jones and John 
Saunders were chantry priests in the same church, and 
John Crosse was rector of Tolland.t 

This return confirmed the desires and paved the way for 
a carefully planned course of systematic aggression. Before, 
however, we enter into the narrative of the closing scenes, 
which are now rapidly drawing onwards, it will be best to 
dispose of a few particulars which would not be so well 
introduced in a subsequent page. 

• Val. Eccl, vol. I., pp. 210, 211. MS. Harl. 701, f. 104b. 
t Val. Eccl. I., 159, 160, 1/2, 212, 214, 223. 
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So far as we can Icam from the details already presented, 
and 1 believe they are very nearly all that can now be 
reeovered, the Sisters of Buekland, althongh constantly 
numbering in their community the daughters of great and 
noble houaea, were but slenderly supported, and for a long 
time at least very far from adequately provided for. They 
were considered also in the light of a burden and grievance 
by the Officers charged in a special degree with their 
direction and general well-being. At first consisting, 
as it would seem, but of a Prioress and nine Sisters, 
the Society amounted in the year 1338 to so many 
as fifty ladies, who, together with their servants, must 
have needed a considerable revenue. No doubt but 
that a great part of the cost of their maintenance was 
defrayed, as the Preceptor then hinted in his return, 
by eleemosynary contributions from the neighbourhood 
and more distant friends. Their precise relationship to 
the Order of S, John has been, 1 think, greatly niia- 
understood. It has been said that they " hud, at first, 
great dependancc upon the knights, but afterward they 
disengaged themselves, and became a distinct Priory or 
Hospital of Nuns of the order of S. Augustine;"* and that 
" there is no mention of their being subordinate to any 
other Eeligious."t The contrary, ae it appears to me, has 
been clearly ehown. At no time were they distinct or inde- 
pendant. Their chaplain and steward were always ofl5cers 
of the Order; and they received their ancient pensions, and 
were accounted " obedientiariaj" down to the period of the 
Dissolution, That the Priory was distinct from the Com- 
mandry as a religious Community is, of course, certain ; 
for it was the very reason of its foundation that the Sister- 

* Tanacr, Nut. Moa. b; Nasmilb. t /'', 
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hood might be thus separated. But their union with the 
Order itself was never, that I can discover, broken. And 
the fact that they are called Nuns of the Order of S. 
Augustine is not to be understood as militating against this 
view, inasmuch as the Hospitalars, as well as the Templars, 
were members of that numerous body of Conventual 
Societies w^hich accepted the rule of S. Austin as the guide 
of their religious life. Tanner*s subsequent assertion that 
" it doth not appear when or by whom the Preceptory was 
founded, but some have thought it more ancient than the 
Nunnery," is so fully answered in the previous pages that 
it need not occupy us ftirther. 

Another and very conclusive evidence, at once of their 
obedientiary position and of their unbroken union with the 
Order, is exhibited in the fact that from beginning to end 
they did not so much as present to their appropriated 
rectories. I have recovered the following names of the 
incumbents of the parishes down to the time of the Sup- 
pression, and doubt not that, to the local reader especially, 
the lists, however imperfect, will be objects of considerable 
interest. It will be seen that the Prior of England, and 
neither the Prioress nor the Preceptor of Buckland, was 
the patron in every instance : — 

Incumbents of North Petherton: — John de Messingham, 
4th March, 1309-10; Laurence de Cherleton, 19th October, 
1310; William de Dychton, 2nd August, 1313.* These were 
presented by Prior William de Tothale. Thomas de Fox- 
tone, 6 th September, 1332 ; presented by Prior Leonard 
de Tybertis. Nicholas de Somerton, 15th December, 
1342; Nicholas de la Mor, 3rd October, 1345 ; William de 
Avene, 26th April, 1347; Eeginald de Fardyngeston, 24th 

• MS. Harl. 6964, pp. 10, 12, 61. 
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February, 1348-9 ;* presented by Prior Philip de TLnme. 
John Harowc, A.M., 18Lh January, 1504-5; William Park- 
howse, A.M., 8th June, 1523; presented by Prior Tbomaa 
Docwra. John Bulcombe, 30th October, 1531;t presented 
by Prior William Weston. 

Incumbents of Kilraeradon : — William , 20th 

November, 1331 ; John de Measyngham, 6th January, 
1334-5; presented by Prior Leonaid deTyberlla. Johnde 
Upton, 3rd August, 1341 ; Nicholas de Stnnlak, 22nd 
August, 1348; John Marltwille, 13th December, 1348;} 
presented by Prior Philip de Thame. Kobert Symond, 

; Thomas Eourgchier, 14th Seplember, 1521 ; James 

Harwode, 20ih April, 1524; presented by Prior Thomas 

Docwra. Thomas Pullon, ; John Tomaaon, (Thomas 

Thomson, of the "Valor") 17th June, 1534 ;|| presented 
by Prior William Weston. 

Incumbents of Elworthy: — John de Messingbam, 19th 
October, 1310; William de Jarponnyle, 16th October, 
1315 ; presented by Prior William de Tothale. Balph de 
Hokynton,24lh November, 1323; Richard de Coute, 19th 
September, 1327 ;§ presenied by Prior Thomas L'Archer. 
William Legh, 2Clh April, 1339; John de Sulton, 30th 
May, 1346 ; Walter de Chadleshounte, 2Sth August, 1349 ; 
John le Potter, 16lh August, 1351 ;1[ presented by Prior 

Philip de Thame. Stephen Chapman, ; John Tre- 

vennaunt, 15th March, 1455-6 ;•" presented by Prior Robert 
Botyll, John Poole, ; Edmund Sterne, 26th October, 




• MS. EBrl. GOeG, pp. 61, IBS, 173, 186, 203. 

+ MS. Hart. 8907, pp. 3, *2, Mb. 

t MS. Harl flOBB, pp. 46, 34, 146, 191, 103. 

]| MS. aBrt. G9G7, pp. 3Ub, SJb, 47. 

§ MS. Hurl. 60&4, pp. 12, 33, SI, 115. 

IT MS. nirl. 6905, pp. 126, 176, 219, 237. 

•■ MS. Hul. 6906, p. 83. 
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1506 ; Robert Bailly, 5th May, 1509 ;♦ presented by Prior 
Thomas Docwra. 

IncumbeDts of Halse : — ^Richard Philip, ; Thomas 

Hyll, L.L,B., 23rd January, 1505-6 ;t presented by Prior 
Thomas Docwra. 

Incmnbents of Heathfield : — Owen de Cory, ; 

Robert de Pippecote, 28th September, 1332 ; presented by 
Prior Leonard de Tybertis. Richard de Poteme, 4th 
July, 1346; Richard Payn, 22nd April, 1348; WiUiam 
Redmor, 4th February, 1348-9; J John de Donne, 1354 ;|| 
presented by Prior Philip de Thame. Thomas Banys, 

; William Meyre, 10th March, 1505-6 ; presented by 

Prior Thomas Docwra. Edward Kebyll, — ; John 
Dawes, 2nd June, 1534;§ presented by Prior William 
Weston. 

Incumbents of Tolland : — William de Banton, 20th 
January, 1265 ;ir presented by Prior Roger de Vere. 

Gilbert de Quenton, ; William de Quenton, 11th 

April, 1320 ;*♦ William Morys, 28th August, 1349 ; Nicho- 
las de Blenye, ; Walter Stammel, 8th July, 1351 ; ft 

presented by Prior Philip de Thame. Walter Crosse, 

; John Crosse, A.M., 25th May, 1517 ;JJ presented 

by Prior Thomas Docwra. 

It was doubtless for the peace of the Sisterhood that its 
members were so little called upon to Interfere in the more 
secular affiurs of their House. If power were less freely 

• MS. Harl. 6967, pp. 6b, 11. 

t MS. HarL 6967, p. 5b. 

t MS. Harl. 6966, pp. 64, 176, 189, 201. 

li Hyll Cart pp. 62, 63. 

§ MS. HarL 6967, pp. 6b, 47. 

IF MS. HarL 6986 B., p. 121b. 

•* MS. Harl. 6964, p. 46. 

ft MS. Harl. 6966, pp. 219, 236. 

tt MS. Harl. 6967, p. 23b. 
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imparted, we may hope that anxiety was removed in an 
equal measure. The maintenance of their rights waa in 
stronger hands than their oivn; and the benefit was 
theirs without the labour and danger which its defence 
involved. The instnncc of the rector of Beckington ia 
exactly in point. When the payment of his annual pension 
was not forthcoming, aa we have seen, in the year 1353, tho 
Prioress and Sisters had not to endure the ordeul of prose- 
cuting their suit in person against the defaulter, but it was 
the great Prior of England who came to the rescue, and 
obtained the remedy which the law provided. 

The daily life of these ladies in the privacy of then- 
conventual home had, we may be sure, little to disturb its 
repose, save the occasional matters which we have liad 
detailed, in which they were brought into contact with the 
noisy world without. They had little if any intercourse 
with tho adjacent Commandry ; as, in the first place, 
the Btatutes of the Order were imperative against the 
admission of women to domestic ofBces; and, in the second, 
the feeling existing between tlie two Societies was not such 
aa to conduce to intimacies of ahigher character. For the 
former position, indeed, their generally noble or gentle birtli, 
and for the latter, their attitude, always, aa would appear, 
antagonistic, equally disqualified them. Nor ia there n 
single instance related of them (or I woidd have honestly 
mentioned it, as my object has invariably been to present 
as truthful an aspect as lies in my power of those Houses 
and their inmates whose chronicles I seek to rescue from 
oblivion), of any violation of the laws of morality. So far 
aa wc know — and we should be pretty sure to have 
some evidences of the contrary fact had it existed 
— the tongue of scandal itself waa dumb. The blameless 
Sieterliood pursued its way of peace, broken only by 
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trifling and unfrequent interruptions, or terminated by the 
ccd that comee alike to all. We may be well assured that 
the House was one of those, where, with all the religion, 
nil the education of the age was encouraged, and where 
both religion and education yielded to the full their refined 
and refining inOuences. It wiia no doubt also a noted 
seminary for the daughters of the great neighbouring 
families. The Berkeleya, Erleghs, Montacutce, Wrothams, 
Bouehers and others were quite at home at Buckland, and 
learned from the good Sistera all the mental accomplish- 
ments which they in after life posscBsed. Reading, writing, 
some knowledge of accounts, the art of cmbroideryj music, 
and French, "aftur the scole of Stratford atte Bowe," was 
the recognised course of study ; and we should wrong alike 
the teachers and the taught if we regarded the result as 
unfavourable. The life of intellectuality and religious quiet 
had many eharms : and the pupil was doubtless so frequently 
enamoured of the contrast between it and that with which 
she was brought in contact elsewhere, that instances were 
not wanting of a resignation of all the worldly advantages 
that high birth and powerful connexions eould impart to 
their possessor, and of a permanent abode aa Sister or as 
Prioress within the venerable and well beloved walls of her 
early and holy home. 

We have already noticed that, in the return made to the 
Grand Master of the Order in 1338, the Sisters arc described 
as wearing the habit of the Hospital. The chief peculiarity 
of this consisted of a black mantle with a white cross 
in the front. In other respects the general attire of the 
ladies waa, I presume, that of the members of Augustluian 
Sisterhoods — a black cloak with a long cowl, a short upper 
white tunic over a longer black one, and a whimple which 
covered the faosoin and ascended in many folds to the chin. 
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I pn93eaa two interesting rings, whicli may be snppoaed 
to have decorated the fingers of more than one generation 
of the Siatera, and may indeed have been employed at the 
aolemn ceremony which separated them for ever from the 
outer world and introduced them to the eeclusion in which 
they sought and, we will believe, found repose. The 
earlier of the two ia a. work of the thirteenth century, and 
may bo far have belonged to the good Priorcsa Fina herselK 
It is of gold, act with an unwrought sapphire, the hoop very 
thin and delicately engraved on the portiona adjoining the 
atone. It was found in " Coglett Field," close to the site of 
the Priory, in 1858, by a labourer employed on the place. 
(See tbeJiguTe.) The other, also of gold, but much stouter, 
ia of the fifteenth century, and bears a heart on which is 
engraved the monogram i^. It was found by another 
labourer in a field called " Broadworthy," near the site of 
the Priory,in 1853. (See thejiffure.) Another, which was 
described to me as of a cable pattern, was found in the 
immediate neighbourhood, in 1851, and haa since been 
taken by its owner to one of our coloni 

Nolist of the Prioresses has hitherto been constructed. In 
the meagre accounts of the place already published, the 
name of the last only is given, and that but in connexion 
with the Dissolution and the events which almost im- 
mediately preceded it. Their succession is not recorded in 
the Episcopal Registers, and thus the best of all mcana 
of obtaining information of the names and dates of 
Superiors of Eeligioua Housca ia unfortunately in this 
instance of no avail. From all sources, however, I can at 
length supply the folloiving series. 

1. Fina, the Grst Prioress, who began her conventual 
reign in 1180, and died sixty years afterwards, in 1240. 
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2. Alianor de Aclune (T) about 1280. 

3. M , previous to 1328. 

4. Isabella la Louwe occurs in 1328. 

5. Isabel ile Bcrch occurs in 1330. 

6. Katliarine de Erlegh occurs in 1337. 

7. Alicia occurs in 1405. 

8. Ivatharine Bowser, Bowrghshere, Bourgcher, Bourg- 
chier, Bourgheyr, Burgchier, Bourcber, or Boucher, the 
last Prioress, occurs in 1534, 1536, 1538, and 1539. The 
prominent facts in the life of thia lady we shall shortly 
have before us in detail. 

In this list I have not thought it necessary to enter into 
the circumstances connected with each of the Prioresses, 
as they have either been already given in the previous 
pages or will be presented to the reader before the conclu- 
sion of the History. 

CoUiuson, from " MS. Palmer," eaya that Bachel Newton 
was Prioress in 1537, and that Elizabeth Carey and 
Catherine Nevil, Sisters of the House, were living in 1565, 
and married, the first to Thomas Speed, and the second to 
the Vicar of Ling, That these statements arc entirely 
erroneous, I am able to prove by reference to the official 
list of the last members of the Sisterhood, which shall 
be given in its proper place, and wherein no such names 
appear. This must be held conclusive. 

Of the Preceptors 

1. John de Werewell occurs in 1320, 

2. John Diluwc occuis in 1338. 

3. Eichard Marcis in 1536. This last I give on the 
authority of Collinson, who docs not, however, add the 
source of his information, which may be as inaccurate and 
idle as the instance just before ua. 

My previous pages will supply the names of several 
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members of each Community at various perioils of their 
history. To these the reader is referred. 

Of the local features of the Priory and Preceptory we 
have no account save the ineidcntal notices of various 
buildings in the Return of 1336, and a Survey mentioned 
by Collinson, from " MS, Palmer," as having been taken 
in the year 1571, when much of the conventual structure 
would have been altered if not totally destroyed. These 
notices relate exclusively to the Preceptory. In the former, 
as the reader will recollect, we have mention made of a. 
court-house, a bakehouse, a dovecot, and a small church. 
The latter shows that the bouse " of the Preceptor and his 
brethren was on the north side of the great church," and 
was called at tiie period of the Survey " the House of the 
Ivord Prior's steward." It must not, however, be inferred 
from this absence of detail that the Priory was otherwise 
than well fitted for its inmates. The religious Commu- 
nities of the middle ages were usually occupants of 
structures of incomparable excellence, and we may he 
tolerably sure that such a Sisterhood as that of Buckland 
was no exception to this constant rule. Their abode was 
no doubt a picturesque group of buildings, to which nothing 
but the glorious architecture of mcdiaival times could have 
given existence ; buildings ever lovely themselves, and 
attracting the love of all that look upon them with rightly 
appreciating and understanding eyes. It is much to be 
regretted that Leland who was in the immediate neighbour- 
hood, if not at the very place, does not furnish ue with a 
description of the scene. He pleasantly describes the park 
from whence the Sisters obtained their firewood, and the deer 
with which it abounded. " There ys a great Numbre of Dere 
longging to this (Pederlon) Park, yet hath it almost no Other 
Enclosure but Dikes to let [obstruct] the Catelle of the 
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Commune to cum yn. The Dere trippe over these Dikes 
& feeJe ai nbout the Fennes, and resort to the Park 
agayn. There is a praty Lodge miitid yo the Park There 
cummyth a praty Broke through the Park, and half a Mile 
beneth the Park it goith ynto Ivel. • • • • From 
the Lodge in Pedcrton Parke to Northpcderton a Mile* 
But he leaves the home of the Sisters without a word, and 
no care can now avail to supply its absence. 

The Conventual Church was as usual a place of sepul- 
ture. It is true that we have but few visible evidences of 
the fact, though we still possess some which shall be subse- 
quently described. I am happy, however, to perpetuate 
the testimony of an aged gentleman, whom I lately visited 
at Durston, and who kindly cuminunicated his recollec- 
tions of the place, lie perfectly remembered the house 
belonging in his youth to the Lords Boringdon, which had 
been erected in the eevcnteenth century, with a noble ball 
of oak wainscot, "lurge enough to turn a coach andhorses in." 
This he had himself helped to take down more than seventy 
years ago. Adjacent to it was an ancient chapel with a 
bell-gabte, which was used Ibr Sacred Service and in which 
he had been baptised, that shared at the same time the fate 
of the house. He remembered to have seen several 
monumentfi, with figures of men, some of them bearing 
ahielda on their arms. Tliere were, so far as he recollected, 
no monuments of women ; nor were there any ornaments, 
auch as rings and the like, or money found during the 
alterations. Several hundred loads of stone were carted 
away, including some pieces of sculpture which were placed 
in a gentleman's garden at West Monkton. Thus much from 
my observant narrator, I was subsequently informed that 
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tfie gentleman alluded to wiie fond of decorating hia grounds 
witli relicB from various localities ; bo that, if these objects 
yet exist, wliich I have been unable to discover, they could 
not be attributed to Buckland with any degree of cer- 
tainty. 

We will now take up the narrative from the point at 
which we left it. 

On the lOth of December, 1534, Katherina Burgchier,' 
Prioress, and the Convent of Bokeland granted to John 
Pophara, gentleman, the first and nest advowson, donation, 
nomination, presentation or free disposilion of the parish 
Church of Tolor, in the County of Dorset, whenever by 
death, resignation, deprivation, cession, or any other mode 
of avoidance, it should first and next chance to be vacant ; 
the said advowson and presentation to be holden by the 
aforesaid John Popham and his executors and assigns for 
that one turn only. The Court of Augmentation con- 
firmed this grant on the 20th of June, 1544. f 

OutbeSIstof January, 1536, Katherina Boucher, Prioress, 
and her Sisters granted an annuity of £4 for life to John 
Tregunwell, doctor of laws, and one of the councillors of the 
most potent and dread king " potentissimi ct mctuendis 
regis" Henry VIII. It was to be paid in two equal portions, 
one at the festival of our Lord's Nativity, and the other on 
that of S. John the Baptist, and was stated to be in con- 
sideration of his counsel already and hereafter to be given. 




■ I Karc«1; need to retnind Ihe render, wbo mnr be struck with the fre- 
quent Tariatiops in tbe nrthoitrapliy o[ prupcr names, Umt, Ihroughout Ihii 
>nd other Hisloriea of EeliRious Huuscb, 1 inviiriBblr give tlieni as Ihejr 
appear in the document whiuh supplies llie iulormalioii Iben and Ibera 
detailed. 

t Orders and Dearcesof the Court of AugmcDtntion, to), xtv., iai Nat. 
S. sell., 39. 
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I fear tbat this must be considered in the light of a bribe, 
or at best as a retaiDing fee for servicea wliieh the receirer 
never intended to render, rather thnn for any ralnable return 
either past or future. It was doubtleea considered prudent 
to conciliate, as other contmunities did, the good will of a 
man of known and acknowledged influence, who might be 
of uae in the troublous days on which the Religious Societies 
instinctively felt ihcmselvcs to be entering. If the annuity 
were left unpaid for three months, the creditor had power to 
distrain on their lands in the county of Somerset. This grant 
was allowed by the Court of Augmentation, on the 11th 
of October, 1539, and ordered to be paid with the arrears 
from the time of the Dissolution.* 

On the 10th of September in the same year, 1536, Katerina 
Bourgcbier and Convent gave to Alexander Popham the 
office of Steward of their House or Hospital of Bokeland, 
with plenary authority in all matters appertaining thereunto, 
and also the profits and emoluments arising therefrom, 
together with an annuity of £4 of good and lawful English 
money, and one livery gown of the value of twenty sliillings, 
or twenty shillings in lieu thereof. They also gave him the 
office of Receiver of all and singular the rents of their hinds 
and tenements in Shirborae, in the county of Dorset, the 
duties to be performed either by himself or by a sufficient 
deputy, and an annuity of thirteen shillings and four pence, 
to be paid at Michaelmas during his life. If these sums 
remained unpaid for fifteen days, the eaid Alexander waa 
empowered to enter and distrainontheirlands in the parish of 
Northepetberton. The Court of Augmentation ordered the 
continuance of this annuity with arrears from the Dissolution, 
on the 7th of November, 1539.t 

Cclxxtii, eliiiixb. 
iii, iiiiuziiii b. 
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On the 1st of August, 1538, Knterina Bourgcher, 
Prioresa, and Convent granted to the aame Alexander 
Popham, for good counsel and faithful service, an annuity 
of six pounds thirteen ehiUinga and fourpence, issuing from 
all their hinds and tenements in the parish of North pet hert on, 
to be paid in equal portions at the feasts of Michaelmas, 
Christmas, Euater and S. John the Baptist. After non- 
payment for a month, he might enter and distrain on the 
lands in the parish of Northcpetherton. This also, with 
arrears from the Dissolution, was ordered by the Court of 
Augmentation, on the same day as that of the previous order, 
the nh of November, 1539.* 

On the 1st of August, 1538, Katerina Bourgheyr, 
Prioress, and Convent granted to William Porteman, of 
Orchard, gentleman, in return for good counsel already and 
thereafter to be given, an annuity of twentysix shillings and 
eightpence, issuing from their manor of North petherton, and 
from all their Inndd and tenements within that parish, to be 
paid at Michaelmas. Here we have another instance of 
the estortions by submission to which the Religious Houses 
were obliged to secure the favour of the powerful, and also 
of the gross venality which characterized those who could 
without ahame appropriate such infamous gains. No wonder 
that these were the men who soon afterwards were the fore- 
most to struggle for the spoil. Non-payment for a month 
was to empower him to enter and distrain. This also was 
ordered to be continued for hia life, together with an-ears 
from the Dissolution, on the 4th of July, ISSO.f 

On the 2nd of October, 1538, an Indenture was made 
between " Dame liateryn Bourcher, Priorisse of the House 
of Suster Buckland, and the Covent of the same House, 
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of the one partye, and John Popham, gent., cytizen and 
haberdnesher of London, of the other partye." This 
instrument, which, aa the reader will have already- 
perceived, is in English, seta forth, that, after the payment 
by the said John of a sum of twenty marcs sterling, the 
Prioress and Convent demised, granted, and let to farm 
nil their parsonage of Kyrton, in the County of Lincoln, 
with all the glebe lands, and the tithes of com, wool, and 
Iambs, and all other profits of the said parsonage, the fourth 
sheaf paid to the lord Prior o( S. John of Jerusalem always 
excepted and reserved. They also demised, granted, and 
let to farm the parsonage of Donnyngton, in the said 
County of Lincoln, with all the glebe lands, tithes, and 
profits of all kinds appertaining thereunto. These parsonages 
were let on a lease of forty years from the festival of the 
Nativity of S. John the Baptist next coming after. The 
rent was nine and thirty pounds sterling per annum, to be 
paid yearly at the festival of S. Bamaby the Apostle, that 
ia to say, for Kyrton nine and twenty pounds, and for 
Donnyngton ten pounds. It was agreed to that the said 
John Popham should pay to the Vicar of Kyrton, every 
year at the feast of the Nativity of S. John the Baptist, 
the sum of four pounds seven shillings and seven pence : 
the Prioress and Convent to pay synodala and other claims 
due to the king and all other persons; and to maintain, 
sustain, and repair the said parsonages, houses, and walls 
at their own proper coat and charge. If the rent were not 
paid for the space of a quarter of a year, the Prioress and 
Convent might re-enter and espulse the siud John and 
his executors and assigns. These terms were allowed and 
confirmed by the Court of Augmentation, on the 6th of 
November, 1539.' 

• Orders and Deoreoi, Tol. vi. ff. oiiii. oviii b, cii. 
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The minuteness with which theae and previous details 
have been presented to the reader will not be considered 
out of place or without value by any who desire to be 
acquainted with the state, habits and customs of eccle- 
siastical and civil England, as well as with the vicissitudes 
of this particular House, during the interesting period of 
the middle ages. They know that with this very minute- 
ness much of the value and interest of researches like the 
present are necessarily associated. And for such students, 
I may add, my labouis are intended. 

It would appear that the family of Fopham was bene- 
fitted in no ordinary degree by its connexion with the 
Priory. By a deed dated in their Chapter House, the 
18th of January, 1539, Katherina Bourcher, Prioress, and 
Convent granted to Marmaduke Popham the office of 
Receiver of all and singular the rents of their Rectories of 
Kyrton and Denendon, in the County of Lincoln, the duties 
to be performed either by himself or by a sufficient deputy, 
with an annuity of forty shillings issuing from their lands 
and tenements at Premsleye, in the County of Dorset, to 
be paid at Michaelmas. On non-payment for a month 
after date, he was empowered to enter and distrain on their 
lands in Premsleye. Tlie Court of Augmentation ordered 
the continuance of this annuity, with arrears from the 
Dissolution, on the 8th of November, 1539.* 

This was the last official act that the Prioress and her 
Sisters performed previous to that involuntary one which 
placed all similar transactions at once and for ever beyond 
their power. The final blow was just about to fall, and 
but a brief respite yet awaited them. A short month 
elapsed and all was over. 

• Orders and Decrees, ToL t]., f. 1. 
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On the lOth of February, 1539, the Chapter-houae of 
Buckelonde was witncsa of the most melancholy scene that 
had ever been enacted within ils walls. It was on that 
day that the Prioress and Convent were aummoncd to meet 
the Commissioners John Tregonwcll and William Peter, 
and unwillingly afSxeil their conventual seal to the inetm- 
nient of Surrender.* This was the conclusion of so much 
that piety and refinement had laboureil at and brought to 
perfection, a conclusion whereof it is difficult to speak 
as its monstrous enormity deserves. The document still 
exists in the Record Office, with the impreasi<in of the 
seal appended. In the brief notice of this House by the 
last editors of the Monasticon, it is said that an impression 
had been seen by one of them, but so wholly flattened that 
no part of the subject of it could be discovered. This, if 
intended for the present, which I have every reason to 
believe, hardly gives a fair description of its state. The 
legend, indeed, belies its name, for it is illegible; but 
the device in the centre is clearly that of a Greek or Patri- 
archal Cross. (See the figure.) The form of the instru- 
ment itself is the one that was generally adopted, prepared 
as usual beforehand, and requiring merely the insertion of 
the name and style of the doomed House, and the signa- 
tures and seal of the pillaged Inmates. In the case before us 
the signatures are wanting. It was, perhaps, too mournfuJ 
a task and hard an ettbrt for the unhappy Sisters to set 
their hands to a document which consigned them to ever- 
lasting exile from their ancient and beloved home. And, 
accordingly, the Commissioner John Tregonwell was fain 
to content himself with the subscription of his own name 
in the stead of other and better.f 
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I am jible to furnisli, from the unimpcacliable authority 
of an original Pension Liet, the namea and pcnaiuna of 
the entire Community who were wltneases of the ruin 
of their House, There were at the period of the 
Dissolution tlie Prioress and thirteen Sisters. Katheryii 
Bowser, Prioress, had a pension of £50 a year ; Margaret 
Sydnam, subprioress, £4 ISs. 4d. ; Julyan Kendall, £4 6?. 
8d. ; Jone Hyll, £4 ; Anne Plunioier, £i ; Tomyayn 
Huntyngton, £i ; Katheryn Popham, £4; Anne Alaunscll, 
£4 ; Mary Dodyngton, £4 ; Alea Emerforde, £4 ; Jane 
Babyngton, £4 ; Mary Mathew, £4 ; Agnea Mathew, £4 ; 
and Isabell Grcne, £4. There waa also Priest William 
Mawdesley, confessor, and professed of their Order, who 
had a pension of £4. The document is signed : — Jo. 
Tregonwell, William Petre.* Dr. Archer says that the 
Prioress had also u gratuity of £2D.t 

In order to fumiah all that we know of the subsequent 
history of these ladiea, together with some notices of 
the officers and others, to whom, aa we have already seen, 
orders were given for the continuance of their grants, I 
may add that in the year 155G there remained charged 
upon the government the stipend of Alexander Popham, 
chief steward, 100s.; andannuiliea to — Alexander Popham, 
£6 138. 4d. ; John Tregonwolj, £4 ; William Portcman, 
268. 8d.; and John Butler, 138. 4d. Beaidea thcae, there 
were pensions to the following of the surviving Sisters. The 
orthography varies from that already given, but the pevaona 
can be caaily identified. Johanna Hille, £4 ;f Thomasine 

• PeniioDs, Hen. Till. Miscall. Bnok*. Olf. Aag. vol 245, d. 12B. 

Alipeodiic, No. XIX. 

t E lte)[. Fuller. 315. 

t Not 80 much as aspeuimFQ of too frEquentinoorreotnes?, aa of learning 

to tliiisB whii |>eri)eluale such bj conlenliiiKlhemselvtiswilhfcimpIr copying 

the staLemeals ol ollieri, I would luenliua Ihe fate which lliii lidj'ii oamg 
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Huntingdon, £A; Katerine Pophame, £4; Anne Jlaunde- 
feld, £4 ; Johanna Bavington, £4 ; Elisabeth Grene, £4 ; 
iind Agnes Mathewe, £4. And to William Mautlesley, 
clerk, £4.' 

John Anderaey, the last Incumbent of the Chantry of 
Newton Placye, figures in the record as having an annual 
pension of lOOs. ; and Kichard Verser, the last Incumbent 
of the Chantry of Blessed Mary in the Church of Northe- 
petherton, aa the receiver of an annual pension of the 
same amount-f 

By a singular piece of good fortune, of which the history 
of no other Beligioua House that I know of can furnish an 
instance, we have thus had preserved for us the names of 
the first as well as the last Pnoress and Sisters of Bucklend 
— the former when brought together at the beginning from 
various Houses into one Conventual home ; the latter both 
as they were at the evil day of their dispersion, and also 
when death had been busy among them after an interval 
of sixteen years. "What became of these last during that 
interval, whither they betook themselves, and how they 
succeeded in bearing up under the anguish that memories 
of the happy past would scarcely fail to create, we know 
not. Nor can we gain more insight into their after 
fortunes. The notice just presented to the reader is the 

has undergone. The earibe who copied the list Tor Willis wrote it 
"Hylbere," and tbuB it uppwm in tUe "Hislory of Abbejs." (Tal. ii, p, 196.) 
ColUasoQ has of course reiterated (he aaeertion. TliB name in the orlgiDBl 
record b"HiUe;"and the Bjlluble added by the copyists is tboflntward of 
the "per annum Liiill" that roUonal Man; readers may consider this a 
matter ol the most (rlDiDg aanaequenoc. It ia an instance, hoiveTer, wbii-li 
admits of too constant parallel ; and the negligenoe which has given con- 
tinuance to such errors is unworthy of the studentc or a branch or learning 
in which false statements are specially miscbievoue.and accuracy and exact- 
ness are ol indispensible necessity, 

■ Card. Pole's Pension-book, f. iiii, Appendii No. XX. 
+ JS., fol.xxx. 
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concluding glimpse that we get of them. In Bubeequent 
records they appear no more. 

We muat now turn to the real cause of the liard 
measure and undeserved brutality bo mercilessly dealt 
out to these innocent sufferers. The main temptation 
to the aggression ag^nst their peace was the lands with 
which ancient liberality had endowed them, and after which 
an unscrupulous tyrant and greedy courtiers thirsted, even 
to tlie robbery, or if need were, the murder of their 
lawful owners. 

To illustrate the earliest condition of tlie property after 
it had been thus wrested irom them and taken into the 
king's hands, I will furnish the reader with a brief but 
carefully made Abstract of the Ketum called the Ministers' 
Accounts, for the year ending at Michaelmas, 1539, the 
first, it will be remembered, subsequent to the Dissolution. 
The original record seems at the first aspect little less 
than obscurity itself, but this is to a great extent removed 
by adopting the tabular form in which it is here presented. 
The amounts have yet to ho charged with sundry deduc- 
tions in the shape of stipends, repairs, &c., as will be seen 
by comparison with the " Valor," where many of them are 
already given. 

THE LATE PRIORY OF BUCKELOND. 

The Accodnts of all asi> sinodlab the Bailiffs, 

Farmers, &c., from Michaelmas, 1538, to 

Michaelmas, 1539. 

The Account of £dwabo Bosebs, Esq., Fabmeb. 

Bdckklond, 

Farm of the site of the late Priory, includ- 
ing gardens, orchards, and other lands, 
called xiiij Acres, Newloude, Purchee, 
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Staplehays, Ryden, Robbys, Harys, 
Horlocke Mede, Hurt Mede, Longe 
Mede, \j Acres Mede, with their nppur- 
ten&ncea, in the occupation of the aaid 
Farmer 
Farm of the Rectory 

Sum total, ix'' ij" ijij'' 



Thb Accockt or Alexaspkb PoppEHiM, Bailiff. 
Hele. 

Assessed Rente . . . . xvj'' xiiij' ob. 

Farm of the Manor . . . . vj" vj' viij'' 

Perquisites of the Courts . . iiij''iiij"viij* 

Sum total, xxvj" xij' vj"* ob. 



Thb AcconMT of Aleiakdeb Poppehaw, Collectob, 

Welly 8. 

Assessed Rent of one Burgage . . xi 

Ditto of one Burgage . . . . xs 

Ditto of one Burgage . . . . ia 

Sum total, slix' 



GOTTON. 

Assessed Rent of one Messuage 
Ditto of one Tenement 
Ditto of one Tenement . . . 

Ditto of one Cottage 

Sum total, iiij" xj" 



Brymtonraffe. 

Rents of Mcssunge and Mill, with their 

appurtenances , . . . xxiiij' viij' 
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Cadecote. 

Value of a tenement, late in the tenure of 
John Edwardes, ij' iiij"' ; but there 
were no returns, as it waa not let, 
HOBEWOD* 

Chief Kent of n Mill . . . . xiij' iiij'' 

Atsshe and Toenfawcon. 

Rents of lands, tenementa, and cottages xlvij" vj'' 

BaODEWODWlGEE. 

Rents of free Tenants . . . . x' x^ 

Aeeessed Rents . . . . Ixiiij* t** ob. 

TOLLKR, 

Farm of the Preceptory with Rectory xxij" 
S- John op Jerusalem. 

Annual Rent received from the Prior, 
by ancient custom, but this year 
it was unpaid . . . . xxlj" 

Perquisites op the Coubts. . . ix" 

Sum total, Ixviij" ix* ob. 
Bemaining due, xxij'' 

Thb AcconBT OF Thouas Jesoi'h, Pabubr. 
Chilcombe. 

Farm of the Manor . . . . xiiij'' 

Thk Accou.nt of Richjbd WAKEHiM. Bailiff, 

NOBTHPEDERTON. 

Kenta of free Tenants . . . . xxxiiij' viij" 

Assessed Rents . . . , xix" ij'' 

Perquisites of the Courts . . xxx" vj' x"" 

Sum total, li'' xx^ 
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Prymsley. 

Rent a of free Tenants .. ,. xj^'iijj'' 

Asseeeed Henta . . . . xiij" xij' TJ** 

Sum total, xiiij" iij' x'' 

THB ACCOUBT of ALESAKSEtl Fopfeham, Fabmeb. 

Ktlmeeston. 

Farm of the Manor with Rectory . . xviij'' xv' 



Thb Account of 
Brompyld. 

Farm of the Rectory 



V ATWYLt, FaRMKB. 



TsB Account oy John Wobth, Ghnt., or Albxahdeb Poppbhau. 

NoRTHEPEDERTOy. 

Farm of the Rectory . . . . xxvj'' x'' 

Pension from the Vicarage . . liij' iiij^ 

Pawlett. 

Pension from the Vicarage, this year unpaid siij' iiij"* 
Sura total, xxix" vij' vj* 
Remaining due, xiij' iiij'' 

Th8 Account op Mabuaddkb Pofpshau, Beceivbb. 
Kyhton. 

Farm of the Rectory . . . . xxix" 

Rent of three cottages, parcel of the 

aforesaid . . , . xxij* 

DONTNGTON. 

Farm of Tithe, &c. .. .. x" 

Sum total, xl" ij" 




PEIOKY AND PBECEPTOEY. 73 

Tas Account or Alesahdeb Poppbham, Collectod. 
RatneHxVM, in Berks. 

Pension from the Preceptory, tliia year unpaid C 
SwTNFiLD, in Kent. 

Pension from the Preceptory, tbis year unpaid xl' 
Kebbroee, in Northamptonshire. 

Pension from the Preceptory, this year unpaid xiij' iiij'' 
Templecome, in Somerset. 

Penaionfrona the Preceptory, this year unpaid xxvj' viij* 
TOLAND, in Somerset. 

Pension from the Kectory . , . . ij" 

Bekyncton, In Somerset. 

Pension from the Kectory . . . , xx* 

SnEBiFF OF Heeefokd. 

A certain Alms of the King, this year unpaid vj" xvj' xj'' 

Sum total, xvj" xviij' xj'' 
Remaining duo, xv" xvj' xj'' • 

On a comparison of these accounts with those already 
given in the "Valor," it will be found that very little 
difference exists between them. Indeed, in more than 
half the cases, the values given are identical. 

Such was the spoil. AVc have now, in conclusion, to see 
how it was disposed of, and who were the richer for the 
transfer. 

The first notice that we have of the use to which the 
revenues were devoted may be considered the least objection- 
able of the whole. On the 27th of February, 1540, the king 
granted to John Worth, Esq., an annual pension of £24 
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and lOtl., issuing from the manor of Bucklond, formerly 
belonging to tlie late Monastery of Buckloml, just now 
dissolved, We have already seen this John AVorth in the 
character of Receiver of rents and pcnaJona from Northe- 
pederton and Pawlett." 

Some time elapsed before the bulk of the property v^aa 
disposed of. A "Eequeat to purchase" the site of the Priory 
and tlie Rectory and tithes of Mighclchurch was submitted 
to the king, signed " W. Essex," and bearingdate the 11th 
of March, 35th Hen. VIII., 1544. To the enumeration of 
the various portions of the domain, which will presently 
be detailed in the grant, the Auditor, Mathew Colte- 
hirate, whose duty it was to examine the terms of the 
Request, and to report upon any charges on the estates, 
appended the following notc.f — "What comoditie the 
ffermcr hereof taketh aboue the annual Reut I knowo not. 
Il'm the kynges grace is charged w"' cvj' viij'' for the 
stipend of a preestc serving Cure at Sanctc Michaell 
Chapell being wMn a q'rtei- of a myle of the seid scite. 
where they wcdde & crisen & burith in the Cburche Yarde 
of the seid late Pryory. & so is like to be charged, vnlesse 
the seid Chapell be annexed to the Chapell of a Coiiioundry 
of Sancte Johnes adionjng to the seid scite : there is no 
more landes w'in ij myles perteynyng to the seid Priory. 
the Comaundry of Bucklnnde parcel] of Sancte Jones 
adioneth to the same. P'Mathiam Coltchirste Audit'." In 
the margin we arc told that "The supei-fluous howsys 
there where sold to the seid ffermer [Edward Rogers] at 
the tyme of the dissolucyon of the howse." The woods on 
the estate are reported as follows : — Roden Coppies, 3 

• Cailw Misoell. ii 

+ Part, for Gronte, Off. Aug. T 
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acres ; Wynsell WooJ, 7 acres ; and hedgerows, 2 acres ; 
with sundry reaervations for the farmer of the demesne.* 

This was shortly afterwards followed by the instrument 
which the framers had in view. On the 30th of June, 1 544, 
the king granted to his beloved and faithful cousin and coun- 
cillor, William, Earl of Essex, and bis beloved James Roheby, 
Esq., William Ibgrabe, Esq., and John Cokke, Edward 
Rogers, and Edward Bury, Esqra,, and their heirs, &c., for 
the sum of £1049 Us. 2^d, of lawful money of England, 
the whole House and Site of the late monastery of fiuckland, 
in the County of Somerset, and all Its lands, meadows, pas- 
tures and heredit.iments, called or known by the name or 
names of Fouretene Acres, Newland, Purchca, Stapleheys, 
Riden, LobbisjHarys, Horlocke Meade, Hurte Meade, Longe 
ileade, and Sixe Acres Meade, with all their appurtenances, 
then or lately in the tenure or occupation of the said Edward 
Sogers or his assigns, tn Bucklandc, or Buckland Sororum, 
parcel of the possessions of the said lote monastery, and for- 
merly in tlie hands, culture, and proper occupation of the late 
Prioress of the late monastery of Buckland at the time of the 
Dissolution. Also all those woods and lands called Riden 
Coppea and Wynsell Wood, containing by estimation ten 
acres, with all their appurtenances in Buckland. Also all 
the houses, buildings, granaries, stables, dovecots, gardens, 
orchards, and lands whatsoever, within the site, sept, 
boundary, circuit, and precinct of the said late monastery, 
and all and singular commons, ways, paths, easements, 
advantages, profits, and emoluments whatsoever in Buck- 
land, Mighelchurche, and Northpelherton, in any manner 
appertaining. Also all the Rectory, and church, or chapel 
of Mighelchurche, with its appurtenances ; and all and every 
kind of tithes of green crops, com, grain, hay, wool, lambs, 
■ Fart, for Qraatc, OS. Aug. 
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and other small titbea, and oblationn, revenues, and profits 
whatsoever in Mighelchurchc and Buckland, in any way 
appertaining to the said Rectory, and Church or Chapel of 
Mighclchurche. All these were to be holden as fully and 
entirely as the last Priores.3 had them. The aforesaid site, 
and lands, and properties of various descriptions were stated 
to be of the clear annual value of seventy-five ahillingg and 
eightpence. They were to be held of the king in chief, by 
the service of a twentieth part of one knight's fee, and an 
annual rent of seven shillings and sevenpence sterling, 
to be paid at Michaelmas. The grnntcca were also to pay 
one hundred and six shillings and eightpence a year for the 
stipend of a curate to celebrate Divine service in the 
Church or Chapel of Mighclchurche. Besides all this the 
grant conveyed cnomioua possessions in the parishes of 
S. Botolph, Aldersgate, S. John, Clerkenwell, and S. 
Sepulclire, in the city of London and county of Middlesex, 
and in the counties of York, Northumberland, Staftbrd, 
Hertford, Wilts, and Essex. The instrument was dated 
at Westminster, on the day and year above mentioned.* 

On the 13tb of October, 1544, in consideration of the 
sum of £754 17s. 8d., of good and lawful English money, 
the king granted to William Porteroan, Scrgeant-at-Law, 
and Alexander Popham, Esq., and their heirs, &c., all the 
manor of Korthpctherton, or Korthpederlon, with all and 
singular its rights and appurtenances, formerly belonging to, 
and parcel of the possessions of, the late dissolved Priory of 
Bukland, and all the site, demesne lands, meadows, 
pastures, &c., of the said manor. Also the wood commonly 
called Barwoode, In Northpetherton, containing by estuna- 



• OriB. ao Han. VIII. p. l. rot. xxiviii. Pat. 80 Hen. Till,, p, S, n 
14 (18). as (U), 33 (IS), 31 (IG). Lebni), iLio., toI. tl., p. OS. Appeui 
No. XXI. 
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tion eight acres. Also all the meeaungce, tnnds, tenements, 
mendows and pastures, with their iippurtcnanccs, in Gotton, 
in the parish of Weatemonketon, formeily belonging to the 
late Priory, in the tenure or occupation of Richard Wair, 
Esq., Robert AVarr, William Hare, and Wcllheane 
Merkes, widow. Alao all the messuages, tofla, houses, 
buildings, granaries, stables, dovecots, mills, gardens, 
orcharde, meadows, woods, wateis, marshes, vi varies, weirs, 
fisheries, commons, wastes, &c., &c., with all knights' fees 
and other rights, in North petherton, Miclielchurche, Brom- 
feld, Erympton Raifli Wollavyngton, Mirelinche, and 
Gotton — aa fully and entirely as Katerina Bourgchier the 
last Prioress had held the said property. Also messuages, 
&c., in Ayshe and Thornfaucon, lately belonging to the 
said Priory. Also a tenement and messuage in the parish 
of Bromcfeld, formerly belonging to the lately dissolved 
Priory of Taunton, in the occupation of one Eichard 
Raynald. Also another tenement and messuage in Brome- 
feld, in the tenure and oeeupation of one John Pylman, 
formerly belonging to the late Priory of Taunton. Also 
lands in Kyngeshyll, in the pariah of Spaxton, also formerly 
belonging to ihc lale dissolved Priory of Taunton. Also all 
the manor, farm, and grange of Claveshey, with its appurte- 
nances, in the parishes of Korthepetherton and Bromefelde ; 
and the capital messuage, house, site, and capital mansion of 
Clavcahey, formerly belonging to the lately dissolved monas- 
tery of Athelney; and the wood commonly called Claveehey 
Wood, containing by estimation ten acres, and the wood 
called Holesey Wood, containing by estimation five aeres, 
in Norlhepetherton aforesaid, fi>rmer]y belonging to the 
late monastery of Afhelney. Also messuages, &c., nt 
Durlegh, Gotehirat, Dunwer, &c., in the parishes of Bridge- 
water and Northcpetherton, formerly belonging to the 
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Priory of S. John, at Bridgewater. The property formerly 
belonging to the Pritfry of Buckluml in Bucklund, North- 
pethertoD, Miclielchurcb and Bromefelii, was eBtimated at 
the clear annual value of £23 17a. 4d. ; in Ayshe and 
Thomefnucon, of 47a. 6d. ; at Bromefeld and Spaxton, of 
4l8. 8d.; at Ciaveahey, of £9 ; at Durleigh and Gotehtrst, 
of 336. J and at Dunwer, of Ha, 6d. The grantees were to 
pay the following annual rents : — for the property at 
Buckland, SSs. ; for Gotton, 9a. 1 id. ; for Ayshe and 
Thomfaucon, 4a. 9d. ; for Bromefeld and Spaston, 48. 2d. ; 
for Ciaveahey, ISa. ; for Durlegh and Gotelnrst, Ss. 4d. ; 
and for Dunwer, 17 Jd. Also to Richard Wakehain, bailiff of 
the manor of Northepetherton, an annual fee of 20a.; and to 
John Walton, steward of the court of the 3aid manor, 
13a. 4d. All advowaona of churchea, and apiritual emolu- 
ments and profits were reserved to the king. The Bequest 
to purchase was dated the 6th of July, 1544 ; and the 
grant at Westminster, the I3th of October, in the same 
year,* 

We have already seen the disposal of the Piiory, and 
have now to notice that of the Preceptory, which was not 
long delayed. The Requeat to purchase ia dated tlie 13th 
of December, 1544. Ralph Lambe, the deputy of Matthew 
Coltehirste, Auditor, annexed to the enumeration of the 
lands thus solicited the significant and not unusual decla- 
ration, "I have made the particlcrs hereof to no other 
person, nor I knowe any other person desyrus to bye the 
pMmy8ses.''t This was doubtless intended to assure the 
royal ealeaman that the bargain was the hcst that could 
be effected under the circumstoncea. Ou the IGth of 



• Fart. rorQrtnti, Off. Aug. Orig.SSHeD.Vni„p.3,rot.iii. Pat. SQ 
Hen. Tin., p. 8, mm. 23, 24, 25, 26. Add. MS. It.M. G3Gfl, pp. asb, 29. 
t Ptrl. for Granta, Off. Aug. Appendii, No. XXII. 
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February, 1545, tlie purchase was completed. The king 
tlien granted to Alexander Popham, Esquire, and William 
Halley, gentleman, and their heirs, &.c,, in consideration of 
the 6um of £999 16s. 7d. of lawful English money, ntl the 
manor and the late Preceptory of Bucklond Pryours, in the 
County of Somerset, together with the manor of Halse, 
and all other manors, lands, tenements, meadows, pastures, 
rents, reversions, services, and other hereditaments what- 
soever, appertaining to the said late Preceptory, with all its 
othermembersand appurtenances, thenorlately in the tenure, 
discharge or occupation of the aforesaid William Halley. 
Also the Rectory and impropriated Church of Halse, and 
all and singular other Rectories and impropriated Churches 
appertaining to the said Preceptory ; and all glebes, tithes, 
pensions, portions, oblations, revenues, fruits, advantages, 
profits, emoluments, and hereditaments whatsoever, as well 
Bpiritual as temporal, of every kind. Also the advowsons 
and rights of the Rectories aforesaid. Also the two manors 
of Bodmcscombe and Cove, in the County of Devon, with 
all their appurtenances. Also the manor of Cioyanger, in 
the County of Devon. Also the advowsons, donations, 
presentations, &c., of the Church and Rectory of Ilethe- 
feld, and of the Church and Rectory of Halse, in the 
County of Somerset ; and of the Rectories and Churches 
of Brendon and Cieyanger in the County of Devon. Also 
the wood and grove called Wynsell Grove, containing by 
estimation four acres; and the wood and grove called 
Peryfeld Grove, containing by estimation four acres ; and 
the grove called Bowycrs Grove, containing by estimation 
twelve acres ; and the wood and waste called Bodmescombe 
Wood, containing by estimation thirty-five acres; and 
twelve acres, sixteen acres, and twenty-seven acres, called 
UpryngcB of Wood ; all parcels of the late Preceptory of 
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Bucklond Pryours. Also a. messuage, &c., in tlie parishes 
of Gotehurete and Charlinche, formerly belonging to the 
late Priory or Hospital of S. John of Brydgewater. Also 
the demesne and manor of Thurlebare ; the messuage, &c., 
called Playetrefe, in the pariah of Staple; a rent of 
twenty-four shillinga and nincpence half-penny, called 
The Thurchctta,' issuing from certain lands and tenements 
in Thurlebare ; a close called The Pryours 'Wood, in 
Thurlebare, of thirteen acres ; and lands in Westhatche 
and Upphatchc; all fijrmerly belonging to the lute Priory 
of Taunton. Also the manor and demesne of Tobrydge, 
with all its rights, &c , in the paiish of S. James by 
Taunton, and formerly belonging to the Inle Priory of 
Taunton. All these were to be holden by the grantees ns 
fully, entirely, and amply, as by their former possessors. 
The manor and late Preccptory of Buckclond Priours 
together with the manor of liaise, &c, were of the clear 
annual value of £31 19s. 2d, without deducting the 
reserved tithe ; the vicarage of the clear annual value of 
£5 19a. SJd., without deducting the reserved tithe ; and the 
Rectory of Ucthefeld, £9 4s., without deducting tithe, 
The Preceptory of Biicklonil I'ryours and Halse were to 
be held by the grantees of the king in capite, by military 
service, to wit, the twentieth part of one knight's fee, and 
by the following annual rents, to be paid at Michael- 
mas : — for Buckelond and Halse, £3 3s. 1 Id. ; for Tobrydge, 
10s. 7d. ; for Cleanger, &c., lOs. 2d. ; and for Thurlebare, 
14s. 5d. The grant was dated at Westminster, the 16th 
of February, 36 Heo. Vlll., 1544-5.t 

• Probably intended Tor Cburcbelu, or Cliarchciscls, a pajment hi lbs 
Cburab of corn sa lbs Fir»t-fruits o[ harTest. See, Tor uiotbet inslaace, 
ths BuLbor'a ilSalary of Tauolaa Prior;, puite 119. 

t Oria. 36 Hen. VIlI., p. 8, rot. iviL Pat. 3G Hen. VIII., p. 26, mm. 
(6)41,(7)43,18)43- Aad.MS. B.M. 6306, p. 116. Appendii, No. XXIII. 
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The more distant portions of the property were diaposed 
of in a similar manner. 

On the 1 8th of July, 1543, in consideration of the eam 
of £1451 2a. 9id., the King granted to Sir John Horaey 
the manor of Prymeley, or Promslcy,* in the county of 
Dorset, with nil ita rights, members, and appurtenances, 
formerly belonging to the late dissolved Priory of Buckc- 
Innde, in the County of Somerset. Together with this were 
granted lands at Thorneforde, Overcompton, and Nether- 
compton, and at Pynford, in the parish of Shirbome. Pryms- 
ley W.1H estimated at the dear annual vnlnc of £14 17a. 2d. 
The lands were to be held of the King in capite, and the 
annual rent for Prymsley was to be the sum of 298. 9d., 
payable at Michaelmas. The Recjnest to purchase waa 
dated the 5th of June, 1543 ; and the grant at Terlynge, 
on the day above mentioned. f 

One month after a Request to purchase, dated the 6th 
of July, 1543, the King granted to Richard Parker, of 
Tawatok, in the County of Devon, gentleninn, for the 
Bum of £1436 7s. lOd., the Rectories of Bradford and 
Hilfaraunce, in the County of Somerset, formerly belonging 
to the Priory of Barliche; the demesne and manor of 
Pyxton, and Nynehed, formerly belonging to the Priory of 
Taunton; the manor of Moreraaleherbe and Brodewod- 
wigcr, in Devon, formerly belonging to and parcel of the late 
Priory of Mynchyngbukland, in the County of Somerset ; 
the Rectory of Norlhemolton, and lands at Lynhcombe, 
Hilfarcombe, and Wykelangforde, &c., formerly belonging 
to the late Monasteries of Dunkeswell and Frythclstoke, in 
the County of Devon. Bradford and Hilfaraunce were 

■ See pBga 13 for Ihe origioil EifC. 
t Ftrt. ror Oranta, in Off. Aug. Orig. S5 Uen. VIIL, p. 3, rot. iiij. 
Pat. S6 Bea. Till., p. 6, ma). (1] S8, <2) S7. 
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of the clear annual value of £16 4b. 6d. ; Pyxton and 
Nynehead, ^15 ISa. ; Lynkcombo and Ililfarcombe £12 
78. OJd.; Northemolton, of £16; and Moremaleherbe, £3 
15a. 3 ^d. The ndvowflooB were reserved. The property wa« 
to be held in cap'ite, by the service of a twentieth part of one 
knight's fee, and the following annual rents to be paid at 
Michaelmas : — for Bradford and Hilfaraunce, 32s. 5 Jd. ; for 
Pyxton, &c., 318. 6d. ; for Lynkcombe, 24a. S^d.; for 
Northmolton, 32a.; and for Moremaleherbe, 7s. 6Jd. 
Besides these charges, the grantees were to pay annually to 
the Curate of Hylfaraunce a stipend of 26s. 8d. ; for pro- 
curations and synodals for the Church of Bradford, the sum 
of 12a. 5Jd.; to the bailiif of Lynkeombe, his fee of ISs. 4d.; 
to the Vicar of Northeraolton, £17 Cs. 8d.; and, laatly, the 
sum of 66s. 8d., for the said Kectory of North em ol ton, to 
the Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Church of S. 
Peter at Exon. The grant was dated at Rayne, the 6th of 
Auguat, 1543.' 

On the 11th of June, 1244, the King granted to Sir 
John Fulford, Humfrey Collea, Esquire, and their heirs, 
certain tenements with their appurtenances in the pariah 
of Bromfeld, in the tenure or occupation of Eobert 
Stalyche, John Harlc, and John Hewett, formerly belong- 
ing to the late Priory of Bukeland. Also a horse mill, and 
a moiety of a close called Newe Close, and five acres of 
meadow with their appurtenances in Kyaemore, in the 
County of Somerset, in the occupation of John Grene and 
Johanna hia wife, and formerly belonging to the lute 
Hospital of S. John of Bridgewater. Lands in Devon, 
- formerly belonging to the late monaateries of Canonleighe, 

• Part, for Grttols, in Off. Aug. Orig, 3S Hen. VIII, p. 1, rot. civii. 
Put. 36 Hen. Will., p. E, mm. 13 (36), 11 (27), 10 (28). Add. MS. B.M, 
wee, p. 3»7. 
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S> NicholsB at Exon, and Buctrast, ia that County, and 
of Mounlague and Clyve, in tlie County of Somerset, 
accompaoied tlio aforesaid, and the purchase money 
amounted to the sura of £1199 18a. 3d. The property 
belonging to Bukeland was estimated at the clear yearly 
Talue of 24a. 4d., the tithe not deducted ; and that belong- 
ing to S. John of Bridgewater to £4, the tithe also not de- 
ducted. The grantees in capita were to pay, at Michaelmas, 
for the Bridgwater property the yearly rent of 8s.; and for 
that at Bromfeld 28. 5jd. The Request to purchase was 
dated the 12th of March, 1544; and the grant at West- 
minster on the day aforesaid.* 

On the 26th of July, 1544, (the Request is dated the 
10th of the same month,) the ICing granted to Roger 
Tavemer and Robert Taverncr, gentlemen, two tenements 
and a mill called Elsam Itlyll, and certain lands and tene- 
ments called Stone Londes, situated in Brompton Raffc, 
in the County of Somerset, with all their appurtenances, 
in the tenure oroccupationof John Edwardes, and formerly 
belonging to the late dissolved Priory of Buckelonde, in the 
said county. The annual value was 24s. 8d.; and it was to be 
held by a yearly payment, at Michaelmas, under the name 
of tithe, of 28. 6d. This was accompanied by large estates 
in London and the Counties of Northampton, Lincoln, and 
York, and the amount paid for the whole was £546 1 "s. 6d. 
The grant was dated, witness Katharine Queen of England, 
at Westminster, on the day and year albrcsaid.f 

On the 8th of November, 1544, a year which witnessed 
such wholesale changes in the possession of Church 
property, the King, ia consideration of the sum of £269 

• P»rt. for Grant!, in Off. An?. Oris. 80 Hen. 7111., p. i, rot. clxvi. 
Tai. SO Hen. Till., p. 12, mm. G (35), 4 (36), 3 (37). 

t Put. tot Grut«, ia OE Aug. Otig. 86 Hen. Till., p. G, rat. iii. 
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13fl. 4d., prnnted to William Bisshoppe, of Bredy, in the 
County of Dorset, yeoman, niid to John Hide, of London, 
gentleman, and their lieirs, the manor of Chylcombe, with 
all its rights, in the County of Dorset, lately helooging to 
the Priory of Buklande.* Alao other lands in Sou thump ton, 
&c. The clear annual value of Chylcombe was reckoned 
at £14, It was to be held of the King in chief, by payment 
of a yearly rent of 289. at Michaelmas. The Request to 
purchase was dated the 8th of November, 1544 ; and the 
grant at Westminster, on the day above mentioned.f 

On the I3th of the same month they obtained license, 
we are told, to alienate a moiety to Thomas Martin, of 
Longbridy, and his heirs. William Eisahoppc did not long 
enjoy his new estate. He died on the 3Ist of May, 1545, 
leaving the ominous property to his eon John, who succeeded 
Ilia father at the age of seventeen years, and died four years 
after, 3 Edward VI It 

Kine months elapsed before other changes were effected. 
On the 4th of July, 1545, the King granted to William 
Hodgys, of Myddclchynnock, in the County of Somerset, 
and to William Hodgys, of London, son of the former, and 
their heirs, for the sum of £G95 Os. 5d., the site 
of the Monastery of the Grey Friars of Ivellchestcr, 
twenty-nino messuages in the town of Rridgewater, 
lately belonging to the Hospital of S. John in that 
town ; and three messuages or burgages in the city of 
Wells,]| in the separate tenure or occupation of Thomas 
Bodye, Cristofer Cooke, and Leticia Trystes. To these 
were added other lands in the counties of Dorset and Derby. 

* Soe page 13 for the originiil gift. 

t Part, for Grants, iu Off. Aug Orig. 38 Hbq. Till., p. i, tot. cuii"L 

I Eaiciim't Dorstlakire, 2ai Ed., Tol. II, p. £93. 

U Sm pkg» 19 for the origiukl gift. 
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The property in Ivellcliester was reckoned of the clear 
annual vuliie of 13fl. 4il.; that in Eridgewater, of £21 Sa. 
4d. ; and that at Wells, of 49s. It was to be held by fealty, 
in free soccnge, and not in capite. The Bequest to purchase 
was dated the 24th of February, 1545; and the grant aa 
above, at Westminster.* 

The spoil waa not yet entirely disposed of. For the stun 
of £1393 8s. lOd., the King granted to John Pope, gentle- 
mun, and his heirs, the manor of Kyrton in Holhind, in the 
Connly of Lincoln, lately belonging to Buckland Priory, 
with nil its houses, lands, and other appurtenances, of the 
clear yearly value of 22a, An enormous tract in the 
Counties of Oxford, Gloucester, York, Wilta, Salop, 
Middlesex, Surrey, and Warwick accompanied the afore- 
said property. Kyrton was to bo held in free soccage, by 
fealty only, and not in cnpite. The Request to purchase 
was dated the — day of July, 1545, and the grnnt at 
Westminster, the 3rd of October, 1545. |- 

By this time, as the reader will have perceived, not much 
remained either to excite or to gratify the lust of acquisition. 
My task, acconlingly, is all but completed. Of course I 
cannot pursue further the history of each estate, which has 
now ceased to be of the interest that it hitherto possessed. 
The exception, however, which I have made in previous 
instances, it will not be improper to repeat in this. 

So early as four years afler the original grant to William 
Hallcy, in whose occupation, it will bo remembered, the 
property even then was, King Edward VI., in considera- 
tion ot the sum of £6 13s. 4d., authorized him to 
alienate to John Culfe and John Tynbery, and their heirs, 

■ Firt. for GranU, in Off. Aug. Orig. 3? Hen. Till., p. 6, rgt. xii. 
t Put. Tor Oranta, in OIT. Aug. Orig. 37 Hen. VIII., p. 3. rot. iTi. 
F«t. 87 HsD. Till., p. 8, mm. 18 (88), IS (84), 11 <BG). 10 (86). (37). 
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hia capital messuage called Buckelond Priors, with its 
appurtenances, and two gardens, two orchards, two hundred 
acres of arable land, thirty-six acrea of meadow, eeventy- 
three acres of pasture, and two acres of land covered with 
water — the Ponds, I presume, to wliich I drew attention in 
the beginning of the History — with their apiiurtenances, in 
Buckland Priors and Coglod, in the County of Somerset, 
holden of the King in capite. Also to the aforesaid John 
CuSe and John Tynbery special hcenae was given to 
appropriate the same. The grant was dated at Westminster, 
the 13th of February, 1548.' 

On the 4tli of July, 1608, Edward Rogers, son of George 
Rogers, of Caningion, sold to Sir Henry Hawley the site, 
circuit and precinct of the late Monastery or Priory of 
Buckland, with its appurtenances.t The manor, according to 
Collinson,! was subsequently sold by the Hawleys to John 
Baker, Esq., Keceiver General of the land-tax in the 
County of Somerset, whose son Cliristophcr sold it to 
George Parker, of Boringdon, in the County of Devon, 
Esq., and his decendant, John Parker, Baron Boringdon, 
to the family of the present possessor. 

Thus have we traced the history of thb interesting spot, 
from its original selection for the abode of a Religious Com- 
munity, through ages of dutiful attention to the grand 
objects for the advancement of which it was so chosen, 
of varying fortune and frequent struggle, down to its 
violent alienation from those objects and its compulsory 
separation from the Society with which they were con- 



• Orig. B Edw. VI, p. 1. rot. xli. Pat. H Edw. TL.p. l,ii 
Add. MS. B.M. 6367. f. SO. Appendii. No. XXIV. 
t Trin. Beo. 9 Jui. i. rot. oxii. 
I Vol. III. p. B9, 
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nected. The present appearance of the place gives very 
little indication of the former of these associatlona. Various 
fragments, indeed, of an older structure, as plinth mould- 
ings and similar remains, are Dotlceable in the more ancient 
of the faiTn buildings, and there still exists a bam with 
some buttresses of the late Perpendicular period. Nothing, 
however, that I noticed, connected with the structure 
itself, is necessarily earlier than the sixteenth century, and 
accordingly all that is now visible may have formed no part 
of the conventual edifices, but have been the work of the 
first intruders to accommodate the place to their own 
purposes. Apart from the Ponds, already described, there 
are nevertheless a few relics of monastic days, which I 
have had the happioess of bringing into notice. This lias not 
been effected without some difficulty. On the occasion of 
repeated visils I had made many and strict enquiries of the 
labourers employed about the spot, and of the neighbours 
in general, as to the discovery or existence of any nncicnt 
remains cither of the buildings and their ornamental acces- 
sories, or of the instruments, utensils, or other evidences of 
the religious or domestic life of the olden possessors. For 
a long time I could obtain for my queries nothing but oa 
uniform negative. At length one of a large body of farm 
Hervants set mo upon the track of possessing myself of the 
rings of which mention has already been made, and even- 
tually Huccceded in recollecting that several large grave- 
stones with illegible inscriptions had been dug up many years 
before — it was in 1836 — from three to four feet under the 
surface of what is now the kitchen garden of the mansion. 
These after a long search I had at length the gratification 
of recovering. It is clear, from several previous notices,* 



• Seepr. 11.1»,>7,7*. 
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thnt ther^ were two Churches appropriated to the adjacent 
Societies, the greater belonging to the Prioress and her 
Sifiteni, and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin and S. 
Nicholas, the less in the posscasion of the Preceptor and 
his Brethren. In which of them the remains thus brought 
to light originally found a place, or whether Jn the church- 
yard, also previously mentioned, it is now of course 
impossible to determine. The Priory Church, however, 
OS I hinted in a former page, would appear to have been 
their most probable locality. The most ancient was a 
portion of an incised slab, (see the figure) with a few 
Lombardic characters all but obliterated : — 

• : |&(E . p ■••••• • (EJLC : • 

The next was a fragment of the fifteenth century, com- 
mencing with j^rste pro, immediately after which came 
the envious fracture that prevented nil identification of it 
with theold worthy whose memory it was intended to immor- 
talize. (See thejiffure.) Partaof four letters of a second lino 
remained — UtlD — no doubt the last syllable of the name of 
the House — thus : — 

£Drate pro 
lanD 

A third fragment, of the same period as tlie last, read 

&tt)erebo 
ppicietuc D 

The former line had its two concluding letters imperfect, but 
represented, perhaps, a part of the woi'd " Schereborn;" the 
latter was evidently a portion of the well known formula. 
(See thejigure.) There was yet another memorial, and thnt 
of a most touching character. It was the only one that was 
found entire, and had accordingly been taken some care of 
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and placed in a cellar. Nothing, however, waa known of it, 
except tliat it had upon it a number of old letters which 
nobody could read. I duly obtained leave, most cour- 
teously accorded by tlie tenant of the mansion, to examine 
the mysterious relic; and, after transporting a range of 
brewing utensila which were marshalled upon it, discovered 
at length the objeut of my search covered with the dual 
that many years during which it had been untouched had 
collected on its surface. This was soon removed, and I 
was then most amply rewarded for my labour. The object 
brought to light was a noble incised slab, (see the Jigure) 
about seven feet long by four feet broad, of thirteenth or 
early fourteenth century work, in commemoration, ae I 
conjecture, of a deceased Prioress. A very beautiful 
Lombardic cross occupied the centre, on cither side of 
which waa one line of the inscription, almost as sharply 
defined aa when it left the hand of the old workman: — 

3l<i:|?5DeiLa3i9pcDCE3is;egeKCiai?ej& 

"Sister Alienor of Actune lies here, on whose soul God 
have mercy. Amen," The epitaph is slightly abbreviated 
&om the more usual formula, hut the letters are remarkably 
fine, and the whole is of a truly artistic character. This, 
however, we may consider its least interesting peculiarity. 
It is eloquent of something higher than even Christian art, 
how noble and beautiful soever. Who Sister Alienor of 
Actune was, although this is not forgotten elsewhere, iB 
now, I fear, beyond the power of the genealogist to dis- 
cover for us and declare. But this venerable gravestone, 
disinterred from its long night of centuries, has once more 
made the world acquainted with her name, and will now, 
doubtless, through her unworthy remembrancer, do so to a 
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&r wider extent than it ever transmitted it before. Such 
publicity will not now interfere with her repose. And 
that which has at length furnished so graceful a memorial 
of her is surpassingly wortliy of reverent remark. It is a 
silent and yet speaking witness of one who "did what she 
could" in her ancient day ; who, perhaps with much to 
discourage and distress her, laboured and- fainted not in 
her high resolve; and at length, when human toils were 
over, entered into that rest for which, it cannot be too 
much to imagine, her life in this sacred home very emi- 
nently tended to prepare her. Nor shall I, as I hope, be 
considered fanciful in adding, that it may symbolize also 
the System with which it was connected — buried, past, 
and gone — yet pi-eaervativc, and indeed full, of beautiful 
forms and holy thoughts for those who will reverently 
examine it and wipe away the dust that has settled upon 
its surface, and trace, as they so well may, its distinguishing 
lines, telling at once of the Cross which was its centre, the 
union which was its strength, and the hope of final mercy 
which was alike its mainstay and its reward. 
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[M8. CoH. Tib. B. ix, f. 28.] 

.... ANDE. Wma de Erlegh p' sniute a'ie Henrici 

Regis et Ael sui R' llcnrie' & alioru' filioru' 

Sl Hiiaru' suaru' cone' els tot'm de Bucklaod & 

ecc' de Pereton' plaotand' & ordinuad' p' 

manu' Tlio: Archep'i Asun religionem apud 

Bucklaod &° cu' uau eccl'aru & 



[MS. in Off. Armor, L, 17, f, 141.] 

Anno d'nice incarnationia 1434 huac libm' tuliter 
co'pilauit frater Joh'es StUlingflete de no'ib' fundator* 
hospitalb s'ci Job'is Jerusulem ia Anglia &c. 

[US. in Off. Armor, L. 17, r. 153,] 

Bdkland. Will'mB de Eriegli p' salute ai'e Regis 
Henrici & Alienorc Regine & filij sui Regis Henrici & 
alior* filior' & filiar' suar' p' remedio ai'e ip'iua Will'mi 
& vxoris sue dcdit tota' t'm' de Buklande & ecclia' de 
Perreton' cu' alija ecclija et t'ria suia in diu'a' loc' vt pat' 
p' carta' inde confccta' ad plantaudu' & ordtnandu p' 
manu' Thome nrchitliacooi a'uncli ip'ius Will'mi de Eriegh 
Religiono" apud Bukland & q'' iid'm Cano'ici 
uc plantali et ordinati in eodem loco p'dc'aa t'ras & eccl'iae 
in TBua euoa p'p'oa in pura' p'petua' elemoeina' 

posaiderent. 
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No.n. 

[MS. Cott. Tib. E. is., f. 33.] 

Will'ms d' Erlegh p'dict' dn'a de Driston dedit ad 

edificand' domu' de B cu' eccl'ia de PeretoD, cu' 

o'ib' capellia membris &c. s'a ecc' de ChedBcy . . . o'i 

jure q'd froa' he'nt in eucl'iii de Puulett cu' capella de 

HuntWth & Newton Comitis & de Thurlackston & de 

Sirdeston & de Newton & eccl'ia de Bekynton & de 
KyDm'sdon & de Sirstoo &c. 

[MS. iQ Coll. Armor, L. 17, f. 163b.J 
Will'mus de Eriegli p'dc'ua dn'a de Driaton dedit ad 
edifica'da' domu' de fiukland cu' eccl'ia Pereton cu' om'ib' 
membria capellis & p'tin' buw s' eccl'ia' de Chedsey q' eat 
me'bru' eiua & eu' om'i iure q'' fTrea hoanital' h'nt v'l habere 
debebu't in eccl'ia de Poulet no'ie eccl'ie de Pereton cu' 
capellade Huntwortli& capella de Neweton Comit'& capella 
deTliurlakeaton & capella d' Sirdeaton & capella de Neweton 
Kegia 80 dedit eccl'ia' de Bekynton' cu' om'ib' p'tin' & 
ecclia' de ICynm'Edon ac ecclia' de Sirston cu' alija pl'rib' 
t'ris & bonis. 



No. III. 
[MS. in Coll. Arm,, L. 17. 1. 156.] 
Ip'e (Henricua Eex Anglie II.) ecia' confirmauit domu' 
de Bukland vt eororca ib'm & non alibi remanerent. 

[MS. CoU. Tib. E. ir., f. 23.] 

Qui tatnen religiosi p' interfecc'oo cuiued'm Sceneaca 

..... ipi'ua Will'i d' Erlegh dn'a Henric' Kex 2 

fecit 608 .... Napoli tunc p'or hospit de S'' Johis 

J'r'm in Angl ap midtoru' et Anglic 

p'ceru' p" collocandia ib'm soror . . . . ut fr'es p'd'd 

m uullo alio loco in Angl' retin' uiai 

in domo de Buckland. 

[MS. in Coll. Armor, L. 17, f. 155.] 

Quoa quid'm Cano'icoa poslea p' plurcs annos p' cor" 

culpa & fbriefactura, co videl't quod qucnd'm seueecallu' 
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BUU' consangu'em WHl'mi de Erlegli int'fesscru't [intcrfece- 
runt] (Id's Kex Henricus II' p' tunc existens fecit amoueri, 
et fri Gam'io de Neapoli tunc pori Hoapitnlia sc'i Johis 
Jher''" in Anglia apud London consensu Rad'i Cantuar" 
arcbei'pi & Reginald' Bathon' e'pi & multor' p'cer' Anglie 
tam cl'icor' q'm laicor' easd'm t'ras & ecclecias p' collocandie 
ib'ni Bororibua donauit ac confirnmuit circa a" dni Mill' mo 
c" Ixxx" sub conuenco'ne videli't q** id'm p'or ecu aui 
successorcs in nulla alia dome sua in Angiia retineret 
3 Bui ordiaua [ordinis] u' in p'dc'a domo de Bukland. 



No. rv". 

[MS. Cott. Kb. E. IX, /. !!.] 

Que quidem sororeB aliq in domibos 

p'tic'laribua &" Canonicos p'dctoa in 

prior tamen p'dict' consensu Ecgio decolla . . . fecit 
Borores 

[MS. in Coll. Armor. L. 17. f. 1B3.] 

Que quid'm aororea olira ep' suu' morabant viz apud 
Hamton iuxta Kyngeston apud Kerebrookc & Swyntcld 
& alija loc'. DeJnde frat' Gameriua p'dcus p'or de conaenau 
regio eosd'm cano'icos tree \iz in domu' hoapitar p'd'ci ad 
petic'one' eor' auaceiiit et h'itu' eiuad'tn IioBpilal' tribuit & 
duos in p'oratu' de Tanton ac vnu' in p'oratu' de Berlilh & 
vnu' in monaat'iu' sc'i Barth'i de Smithl'eld apud London 
Beginaldus epua Batlion' p'dc'ua ip'is hec petentib' 8c 
obtantib' in Religione cano'icor' recipi fecit. Poatmodu' 
Tero hijs p'act' p'fatna ffrat' Gamariua p'or Bororea in diu's' 
p'cept'ijs ordinis aui in Anglia vt p'd'cit' existentea vt p'dicit' 
ooDgregari & ap"* Bukland de consensu ac volu'tate Begio 
necnon consenau om'i quor' Int'fuit collocari fecit videl't 
fiororcm Milsante' apud Standon eororem Job'am apud 
Hamton aororem Baailia' apud Kerebrooke aororem Ama- 
biliam & eorore' Aniisia' de Malketon' apud Shenegey 
Borore' Xpmam d' Hoggeahawe apud Hoggeshawe sorore' 
Fetronillam apud Gosford ct aororem Agnetam apud 
CUnefelde vt m eod'm loco de Buekiand cod'm aororea & 
Bue Bucc' deo iop'p'm deseruirent. 
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[M3. Cutl. Ntr 



., t. lerb.] 



Nomina Piioru' Ilospitittis Sancti Joh'ia Jerl'm in Anglia. 

Frat' Gnrnariua de Neapoii erat primus Prior tempore 
lundaco'is Soror" domus de Bukliind temp'e Regia Hcnrici 
ec'di qui cotigrcgauit Eororcs tunc p' diu'sa locn disp'soa ac 
temp'e d'ne ffine prime Prioriase ib'm que Priorissa vixit 
in ip'o Btatu Ix nnnia. Iste crat Prior p' pl'res annoa ante 
posstonem Sc'i Tlionie Martina & obijt vltimo die Augusti. 

Frat' Kic'ufl de Turk Prior temp'e eiiisdem Priorisae 
obijt xii°"' die Augusti. 

Frat Rad'ua de Uyua Prior temp'e eiusdem Prioriase 
obijt xiij"" die Maij. 

Frat' Gilb'tua de Veer Prior temp'e eiusdem Priorisae 
dedit aororib' domus . . . Bukland c' nnnue pens: 
exeunt, de man'io de Rcynb'm & obiit xiij""' die Auguati. 

Frat' Hugo de AIneto Prior temp'e eiusdem Priorisae 
obijt xxiij" die Nouembr'. 

Frat' Alanus Prior & Ep'uB do Bangor temp'e eiusdem 
Priorisae obijt xix° die Maij, 

Frat' Eob'tua Thesaunirina Prior tempore ciuadem 
Prioriase obijt xxij"" die Octobr'. 

Frat' Terricus de Ntisea obijt xxj" die Decembr' anno 
d'ni miU'inio eo™" xxxvij™". 

Frat' Eob'tua de Maunby Prior obijt xiiij" die mens' 
Octobr'. 

Frat' Rog'ua de Veer Prior dedit eccl'ie de Clerkemvell 
vna' de sex ydrija in quib' Jlieaua conu'tit nqunm in vinu* 
anno d'ni raiU'imo cc'"" Ixix" & obijt xv die ffobruar" anno 
d'ni miU'imo cc""" Ixx". 

Frat' PetruB de IIakh''m Prior tempore Regis E. primi 
obijt xj" die Jnnuar'. 

Frat' Simon Botard Prior obijt iij" die Maij. 

Frat' Helyaa Smethtoa Prior obij* xxvij die April'. 

Frnt' Stcph'ua ffulburn Prior obijt primo die ilnnuai^. 

Frat' iloaeph Cbauncy Prior obijt xix" die Maij. late 
fieri fecit capeilaui d'ni Prioria ia domo de Clerkcnwell 
temp'e E. p'mi a conquealu. 

Frat' Walterua Prior adquiainit p'ceptoriaa de Quenyng- 
ton & Sbenegey & plurea terraa & ten' & obijt xxviij" [?] 
die Augusti. 
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Frat' Will's de Ilaunle Prior fieri fecit claustrum de 
Clerkenwell anno d'ni miirimo cc™ Ixxsiiij'" et regni regis 
E. primi xij" et objjt iiij'" die ffebruar' anno d'ni sup'd'co. 

Frat" Bic'us Pauley Prior tempore llegis E. filij E. obijt 
iij" die Augusti. 

Frat' Rob'tus de Dyna Prior obijt xxiiij'" dio Nouembr'. 

Frat" Will's Tothall Prior obijt xij" die Octobr' anno 
d'ni mtirimo pcc™" xviij" Ir'a d'nicalia D. 

Frat' Thomas L'archicr Prior obijt xxviij" die Augusti 
anno d'ni mill'imo ccc™" sxix° liic dedit sororib' de Bukland 
xl'' annuatim irap'p'm p'cipiend' de uian'io de Hidon' p'tin' 
ad Templeoombe. 

Frat' Leonardus de Tyb'tis Prior obijt vltirao die Januar' 
temp'e buius bona Templarior' data sunt Hospitalarijs. 



No. VL 

[M9, in Coll. Armor, L. 17, f. liSb.J 
Keredrooke. — Matildis Coniitissa de Clare vxo' Will'i 

comit' de Clare ac mat' Kic'i coniit' de Clare dedit 

Bo'rib' dom' de Bukland xijj' iiij'' solvend' annuati' 

p' man' p'ceptoris ib'm p'o temp'e existent' & alia pl'ra 
bona Plec donac'o f'ca fuit apud Westmon'. a" qui'to rr' 
Eic'i p'mi & a" d'ni mill'mo c' Ixxxxij" & tempore ff'ris Ala' 
p'oria hospitalis in Anglia & Ep'i de Bangor. 



No. VII. 
will be found included in No. V. 



No. VIII. 

[M8. Cott. Tib, E. is., f. 23,] 

Delude frater Hugo de Alneto p'or hospit p'd' consensu 

ft d'ne Lorctte comitiase Leicestrie ad 

inveniend' j fre'm Capella . . . celebrantem miss'm 
glorioae Virginis ; s's in cxcambio p' ter' nlija .... 

[H3. in CoU. Armor, L. i;, f. 153b.: 

Delude £Frat' Hujjo dc Alneto p'or Hospital' p'dci de co'i 

consensu & voUuntate ffr'm capituli concessit dn'e Lorrette 
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comitbae Leycestrie ad invenicndu' vdu' Efr'm capellanu' 
COtidie celebrat'uoi missn' gloriose virginlB Marin [Marie] 
eccl'ia Soror' p'dcflr' p' c'tis t'ris redif alijs que p'dca cooii- 
tisaa contulit dumui hospital' sc'i Joh'U in p'p'os vsua eoror' 

ti'dcar' de Bukland conuertend' lla q^ p'd'ctus ffrat' capel- 
anu3 nulli alij B'uic'o deputabit' it' p'p'e glorioae v'ginia 
mlDiBfio in eccl'ia p'd'ca. 



[Curt. II HcD. III., p. 2, m. 0.] 

P' Hospital' de Boclnnd. Itcx &c. aalt'. losp'xiinuB 
cartam Lorctte quonda' ComitisBe Lcycestr' ream D'o & 
b'e Mbirie & a'co Joh'i Bapt'e & b'atis paup'ib' s'ce domuB 
hospital' leroaoV ad aust'ntaco'em Borror' de Bocland • * 
in h' uerba. Not' sit om'ib' X'pi fidelib' tarn p'aentib' q*" 
futuriB hoc script' vJauris v'l audituria q'd ego Loretta 
comitisaa Lieyceatr' dedi & concesBi D'o & b'e Marie & bc'o 
Joh'i Bapt'e & b'ia paup'ib' domus hospital' leroaol" ad 
auafntaco'em soror' do Boolaund D'o B'uieiiciu' & ad 
inueniend' quendain eap'H'm fr'em in eado' domo qui cotidie 
& p'petuo misaam in honore b'e "Virginia Marie i' maiori 
eccl'in ap' Bokland. ad altare b'e Virginia celebret p' salute 
animc mee & d'ni Rob'i viri mei Cora' quonda' Leicestr' 
& p' salute a'iar' p'ria & m'ris mee & om'iu' anceaaor' & 
auccessor" meov' tola' t'rum meam de Noteston' & totam 
t'ratn meam de Yncaford ex' aq''m & vlt' aq^m & Ixiiij 
ac*8 de d'nico meo aup' Ruwedon' & totam t'ram meam 
de Rideacot' & do Hele & de Chorlecot' & de Tunecot'. 
& de Butcburn' & totam t'ram q"' tenet Philipp' at Viam 
cu' ho'ib' p'd'cns t'raa tenentib'. & p't'ea cent' ac"fl de d'nico 
meo in Frem'earaore & boacu' meu' qui iiocat' Anc'wd' & 
vnu' ferling' ad Roitheye cu' om'ib' p'tin' auie in man'io de 
Touatok cu' pasturia & om'ib' aliis ad p'd'cas t'ras p'tin'tib'. 
Et p't'ea om'imoda' com'unam int' ten'ta mea vbiq' lib'e & 
• h'end' & poBBidend' in p'petuam & purara elemosina' sio' 
ulla elemoa' lib'ius & quiecius dari potest. & vt h' mea 
donac'o futuria temp'ib' p'petue firmitatia vobur optlneat. 
earn p'sentis ac''p' nmnimi'c cu' aigilli mei app'oe dign' duxi 
roborare. Hiia testib'. Mag'ro Lamb'to Bubdecano ^Val'nai 
d'no Philippo de Alben'. d'no Rog'o de La Cuche. Ada' fil* 
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Hondebrand' Majifro Vmfr' Cnnon Cyceatr' ifng'ro Regin' 
de Mereston'. Will'o capeU'o de Bukingoh'. Wnlt'o cl'rioo 
de Langeli". Tliom' cl'rico de Gloueceatr'. Nich' de Wyleyn. 
& aliis. Ko3 banc doDtit' & cooces^ione' rata' & g*tas 
h'entes. p'd'co hoapitnli & eororib' p'd'cia earn p' nob' & 
h'erlib' n'ria conccdiiu' & co'tirmamus. T. lit sup" Dat' ut 
aup'. (Dat' p' mnmi' U, Cycestr' ep'i &c. ap' \Veatm, xvj 
die Jul' anno &c. xj".) 



[M8.Cutt.Tib.E. IX., f.23.] 

Rad' filiua Will'mi dc Brcmeryc dedit Sororib' p'd' ecc' 
de Toland. Alan' filiua Ant'i Rua^cU ecci'm de Daniogton 
in dioc. Line. Warin' de Aula, Budeacombe &c. 

Ascuid Muaard Cb'iltcombe Wyaang' & Bochelcotte. 

Rob'tua Arundate Halse &c. 

[JI3. ID Coll. Armor, L, 17, t. 153b.] 

Rad'ua filliia Will'i de Briwere dedit aororib' ib'm ccclia' 
de Toland cii' p'tin'. 

AlnnuB filius AnL'i Russell dedit ccclia' do Donington 
in dioc' Lyncolne p'tin" eiaiVm, 

Warinua de Aula dedit Bodeacombc p'tin' eiad'm 
Bororibua. 

Ascuid Muaai-d dedit Cliiltcombe Wyaangre & Bocbcl- 
00 te. 

Rob'tus Arundale dedit IlaUe cm p'tin. 



No. XI. 

[Put. lanen. III., m. S] 
P' sororib' de Bnclnnd, — ^D'na R' i'tuitu D'i co'ceasit 
Bororib' de ordine Hoapital' S'ci Joh'ia O'rlm ap' Bocland 
d'o a'uientib' & s'uit'ia qd singul' aept' capiant i' p'co d'ni 
R' de Neuton de mortuo bosco eiiiad' p'ci vna' carectatam 
buBce ad focu' suu'. Et q' compete'tiua i' estate qa' i' 
hyemc cape' pot'nt p'dc'am buaca', co'cesait eia d'na R' 
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q'd a Pascli' usq' ad featu' S'ci Pet' nd Vincula busca' 
p'dcam capiant V p'dco p'co ad num'm carectar' q' de toto 
anno eia compet'nt ecd'ra concess' n'rani p'dcam. In cui' 
i!tc. T. K. ap, Ncubir' iy die Aug'. 

Et inand' Ric'o de \Vrotha' qd eaa p'd'cam busca' cap'c 
p'mittat dc' p'dc'm est. T'. ut s*. 



No. XII. 



[MS. in Coll. Armnr, L. 17, t. 153] 

Deinde ffrat' Terricus de Mussa p'or liospital' pdci de 
concilio tfr'm gen'alia capit'li dedit d'ciB sororib' de Bukland 
& eucceasorib' suis xxx" & octo ra'rcas duodeciut eoHdos 
& octo denarioa sfUngor' annuati' recipiend' inp'p'm ad 
duos anni t'muios viz ad f'ni pascUe decern 8c noue' ma'cas 
aex solidoa St qiiatuor denarioa de p'ceptore d' Bukland 
qui p' tempore lu'it ita q"* p'ceptor de p'dcia xxxviij ma'c' 
xij' & viij'' a d'co Terrico & succeasoribua aub h'ebit 
allococ'one' sup' responc'one sua solueado. 



i:M8.Colt. Tib. B. is.,r. 23.] 

Consequent' ft' Rog'us de Ver p'or lioBpit'lia p'dict in 
ndventu euo ad p' statu dom' ordinavit &', 

[MS. in Coll. Armor, L. 17. f. 163b.] 
Conaequent" v° ffrat' Koge'ua de Ver p'or hospital' p'd'ci 
in aduentu suo ad Bukland p' statu domua videndo invenit 
distancia' & discordia' int' p'iorem p'ceptorem & p'oriasa' 
ac conuentu' dom' de Bukland p' diu'a' reb" d'cas priorisHa' 
& sororea tangentib' et asacnau capit'li sui de Kfelchebum 
ad p'petua' pace' int' Jp'oa a'uanda' ordlnauit int' cet'a q** 
p'dc'e p'oriasa & conuentua li'ebunt eenscallu" auu" ad 
mensa' p'ceptoria & unu' garc'one' aedentcm cu' garconib' 
p'ceptoria & erit Jbi cotidie in meuaa nisi dux'it h'uc s'm 
dicti seneacalli & ad Tm ac'i Mich'ia cu' tinere volu'it 
acncscaltuB curia' de la hele h'ebit de selario qui'q' albos 
panes & costrellos euos plenos a'uicie ct ad id'm f'm p' cur" 
de Kynm'adon d' Primmilegh tenend' h'ebit totid'm & nd le 
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hokeday totiJe' equitatiira' vero & oni'ia alia necc'ia h'ebit 
de lib'ac'oe & ordinaco'e p'orissa [p'oriase] & conuenf.'. Et 
si in aliquo deliquerit, licebit p'oriase ea' [eu'] defendere ne 
de bonis ear' infmittat sed non eu' reiiiouere absq' p'ore. 
It'm h'ebuDt saserdote' a'clarem ad celebrandu' p' ani'a 
Sororia fGne quond'm p'orisse ib'm & a'iab' fundator' & 
b'nfactor' d'ce dom' qui erit in menea cu' ffrib' & lectu" in 
tbolamo int' eas'dotcs & cricoa & p' relicu' terapua Bcd'm 
dispoco'ne' p'oriase ita q*" p'ceptor he'at allocacone' de quinq' 
m"rcr' p' menaa d'ci aacerdot" & ecia' vni' ffria celebrant' 
miasa' be' Marie & ecia' tree solidos ad f'm ac'i Micb'ie p' 
cl'ico de cap ell a. 



No. XIV. 

[MS. in Coll. Armoi, L. 1?, f. 156.] 

Edvrardue Rex Anglie a conquesfu p'lnus concessit 

vnu' mercatu* aingul' sept' p' die' Lune apud Man'iii' suu' 
de Halae in Com' Som's. 

[Cart. 18 Edw. I., m. 19, n. 80.1 

P' P'ore boBpitalis S'ci Joh'Is Je'rlm in Angl'. R" 
archiep'ia &c. salt'in. Sciatis noa conceEstsse & hao carta 
n'ra confirmasse dil'co nob' in X'po fri Will'o de Henleye 
Priori Hospital' S'ci Joli'is Jer'lm in Angl' q'd ipe & 
Bucceaaorea eui imp'petuu' b'ennt vnum ui'catiun aing'Iia 
aeptimanis p' diem Lune apud man'ium suu' de Hau^e in 
Com' Som's'. Niei m'catum illud sit ad nocumentu' vicinar' 

m'cator', Conceasim' eciam &c. Quare volum' & firmit' 

p'cipim' p' nob' & b'edib' n'ria q'd p'dcua Prior & succes- 
Bores Bui imp'petuu' h'eant p'd'cm m'cato' apud man'ium 
Buu' de tlause cu' om'ib' lib'tatib' &, lib'is conauetudinib' 

ad hui'modi m'catum p'tincntib'. Nisi &c, HJia 

testib' ven'abilib' p'rib' G. Wygom' K. Bathon' & Wellen. 
A, Dunolmens' & Tb. Mencuens' Ep'ia. Edmundo fr'e n'ro. 
Will'o de Valencia auiinc'lo n'ro. Gilb'to de Cbire Com' 
Glouc' & Il'tf. Henrico de Lacy comite Line". Humfrido 
de Boliun comite HereP & Essex. Eog'o de Bigod comite 
NorF & Marescallo Angl', Ottoiie de Grandisono. Petro 
de Cliaumpnent. Hic'o de I!oaco & aliia. Bat' p' manu' 
n'ram apud Weatm. vj die JIaij. 
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No. XV. 
will be found included in No. V. 



No. XVI. 



[MS. Hurl. 6963, p. 17.] 
Official. Cur. Cant, dicreto viro inng'ro Ric'o de TbUtel- 
den oflidail d'ni Kndulpbi ep'i Biitli. & Well, salut. £x 
parte religiosorum viroru' Prions &. fi''iim Ilo^p. eci Job. 
Jer'lm in Angl. nobis extilit intimntum q'' cu' vos preten- 
derctia prcfatoa religiosos ad exbibendu' titulu' si qiiem 
habcrent in ecc'Iis de Norlbpederton, Durfiton, Hftlse, 
Brombld, & Kyneincrsden, Bath. & \Vell. dioc. quas in 
uaus proprios canonic! possidebant, & po«sidemnt nb nnliquo, 
& nd prcstnnd' vener, p'ri pred'co obedientiam mc'oe 
Gccli'nru' pred'carum coratn vubis d'ci p'ris commissano 
epectnii ad judiciii' evocntoa pnre corundem religioaoru' cora' 
vobid in judicin' Bufbcientcr compnrens, ut eibi copiam 
commissionia & cert ificn tori j cilnco'is p' voa in bnc parte 
prctcnsnrum fieri faeeretis, a vubia cuin iustnntin dcbita 

poetulavif, scd vos etfectunliter exaudirc, nut copiam 

fiujusmodi eidem fiicero non curnstis, eed d'cos rcliginaoa 

contuninces, cu' non eesent, prnnunciastis, jpsosq' in 

immodemta pccunie siimma mule I net is, i|»amq' midctam n 
preceplorc fribus & Bororibns domus d'comm religioaoru' 
de Boclaunde d'cc dice, leviinda' fieri decrevislie & levari 

mandaKtis &C. appellatu' ad sede' Ap'lieam, qu.ire 

vobis inbibenius no pendente in Cur. Cant, bnjusinodi 

negtitio quicqunm line occafione in d'ce pnrtia np|)ellnnlie 
prejudicJu' attcmiitetia &c-. dat. Lond. 6 Kal. Oct. [1329.] 



No. XVII. 

[JIS. in Ci.ll. Armor, L. 17, f. 15Cb.] 
Henric' Eex Anglie iij' [iiij'] ampliauit & pleniu' decla- 
rauit carta' q'm Ilcnric' Hex Anj;lie j/genitor suns concessit 
p'oriase it aororib* domua de ISukelniid vidtli't q*" ip'e 
quali't scpti'ana inip'p'm cap'ent in p'co eno de Pederton 
trea earcctataa buscc p' I'ui'uli buo & lata v'ba trcscarcetalaa 
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busce de gpinis nlno & arabil' ad focu' suu' & postea 
iiiveniab't' q* p'd'ce p'orissa & sororea non eiant capnces 
d'ce concessionis co q* sunt oliedienciare P'orls Hospital' 
S'ci Joh'iB Jher'lm in Anglin i'o custodea d'ni Regia i'bm 
d'cam concessione' h'ere non p'mieit. Quare Rex Henric' 
q'rtuB p'd'cua de gra* ep'ali a" Bui x." concessit p' salute a'ie 
6ue ac Joh'ne consort" sue n'^non Kfaria [Marie] conaort' 
aue defuncte q^ p'or Hospital' & succ' aiii imp'p'ni p" ee & 
d'uient' suos de Buk' p'cipiant qualj't septj'ana iij carectatas 
aiibbosci infra p'cu' buu' de Peilerton viz Thorn aller mapell 
& liiisell ad vaum & p'ficuu' d'cnr' P'orisse & eoror' & bucc" 
siiar' imp'p'm. Et q'' queli't carectata Bubbosci p'd'ci 
cxistat de tractu sex eqiior' & q*" ip'i p'et'nant succitlant & 
carient ad vohintate' sua' subboscu' p'dcu' quol't a" a festo 
An'unc' bo' Marie vsq' fin Oini' Scor' q*" antea erat 
concesa' eia a Pasca vsq' fm S'ci Petri ad uincula 
abaq' impedimento seu p'turbac'one altquali officiarior' 
d'ni Regia. 

[Pal. 10 Hen. IV., p. 1, m. 19 J 

P' Prioriesa & sororib' de Biicliind. R' oni'lb' nd quoa 
&c, sal'tni. Sciatia q'd cum dilVe nob' In Xpo PriorlBBa 
& sororea ordinis hoepitalia S'ci Joh'ia Jer'lm de Bucland 
nobis monstraii'int qualit' nobilis p'genitor n'r Hcnr" nup' 
Rex Angl' p" cartam Buam quani confirmauim' concessit 
sororib' domits p'dce tunc deo s'uientib' & s'uituria qd ip'e 
quali't septiniaua imp'pm cap'ent in parco suo de Perton 
iam vocato Pederton ties carectatas busce p' tbcali suo p' 
iata v'ba trcs carectatas buacc de spinis alno & arabl' ad 
locum buu' ac p' eo qd competenciua cxtitit ad cnpiend' 
buscam p'dcam in estate q'm in jenie concessit eia qd ip'e 
cap'ent buscam p'dcam in parco p'dco a Paecba vsq' feetum 
S'ci Petri ad vincula ad num'u' carcclar' que eis de toto 
anno p'tinerent iuxta conccssionem p'dcam p'ut in carta & 
confirmac'oe p'dcia pleniua conlinet' qd q' vigore concee- 
sionia & confirmac'ois p'dcar* p'fate Priorissa & sororea in 
pacifica omn' p'dcar' carcctau' busce infra parcum p'dcm 
annuatim p'ut in conccesione & confirmac'oe p'dcia fit 
mencio a tempore confecco'ia ear'dem extiterunt absq' 
aliquo impedimento eeu g'uaniine n'ri vel p'genitor' n'ror' 
p'dcor' aut cnstodum parci p'dci qui p' tempore fuerunt 
aeu alior' ministror' \el ofliciarior' ibidem quor'cumq' 
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quousq' inm tarde q'd nunc cuatos n'r ibidem ipoa buscain 
p'dcam nut nliquam parccllnm eiusdem luxta coDcessioneiu 
& confirraacoeni p'dcas h'ere non p'misit p' eo qd p'dce 
PriorisFft & aororea eunt obedicnciarie Priori hoapitalia S'ci 
Joh'ia Jer'lm in Angl' ac qd ip'e p'sone capaces p'ut p'dcus 
cuatos sup' ip'as imponit non cxistunt. Vade nob' Buppli- 
cnnint sibi p' noa de gra' & remedio in hac parte p'mderi. 
Sob de gra n'ra ap'ali & ad effc'm qd p'dce Prioriaa & 
aorores p' salubri stntu n'ro ac carissime consortia n're 
Jolianne dum vixim' & p' a'iab' u'rie cum ab hoc luce 
mig'u'iin' necnon p' a'ia carissime consortia n're Marie 
defuDctc deuociua exorcnt & qd om'imoda nmbiguitas & 
dubia bui' v'tor* dc upinls nino & arabl' in conceaaione 
p'dca apecificator' amoueant' concessim' p' nobis & beredib' 
n'ris quantum in nob' est WuU'o Grendon Priori d'ci 
hoapitalia S'ci Joli'is Jerl'm in Angl' & aucceaaorib' suia 
impp'm qd ip'e & auccessorea eui p' se &. a'uientea suos d'ci 
hospitalb de Bucland h'eant & p'cipiant quali't acptimnnn 
tres carectfttaa eubboeci infra boecum n'rni p'dcm sine 
Parcum de Federton videl't thorn allcr mnpcl & hasell ad 
Tsum & p'ficuu' p'dcar' Prioriase & aoror* & successor' suar' 
impp'm et q'd quel't carectata aubbosci p'dci dc tractu sex 
equor' exiatit q'dq' p't'atus Prior & succeesores aui p'dci vel 
a'uientcs sui p'dci h eant & p'cipiant p'dcns trea carectataa 
aubbosci vt p'dcm est impp'm & qd jp'l p'eternnnt succidnnt 
& carient ad voluntatem suam subboscum p'dcm p' focali 
Ti'dcar" Priorisse &, eoror' & successor' auar" quol't anno a 
ieato Anunciaco'ia b"e Marie vsq' fesfum 0"im Scor' ad 
nuni'u' carectar' que eis aut aucceaaorib' suis p' totu' annu' 
p'tinebunt absq' p"t'baco'e impedimento seu g'uaraine n'ri 
Tel heredum n'ror' aut Custodia n'ri d'ci bosci n'ri vel parci 
seu alt'ius officiarij siue ministri n'ri -vel heredum n'ror 
quoi'cumq'. In cuius &c, T. 1{. npud West'm xiiij die 
Nouemb'i. p' b're de priuato sig', 



[M3. Lansd. 200, IT. I»xiiiii, liixiiii b.] 

AssEMDLiA tent' in domo de Clerkenwcl xx die January, 
1500, P'ntib' ib'm p'sonal'r It'i" d. p'ori flr' Jo. Kendal, fl. H. 
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Ilawley. ff. B. Pek. ff. Ro. Dauson. ff. T. Newport, ft: Ro. 
Dfinvtl. ff. A. Chetwod. ff. Jo. Tonge. ff. Jo. Bowth. & 
ffr. Will'o Darel P'ceptrib'— 

Om'ib' X'pi fidelibua ad tjuos p'sens ecriptum Indcnta- 
tum peruen'it ffrater Joh'es Kendall Prior Hospil'lia SancU 
JoL'is J'rlm in Anglia Et eiusdero P'oria Cont'reB Salt'in 
in d'no eempifna'. Sciatis hob p'fatoa Priorem & confrea 
vna'mi nostris asseneu et consensu tradidisse ct ad firmn' 
dimisisae Joh'i Vernay de ffarefeldc in Com' Som'a' arraigero 
preceptoria' n'ram de Buclande Prioria in dicto Com' cu' 
manerijs de Bodmeacomb et Cove in Com' Deuon' cidem 
p'ceptorie p'tinentib' et cu' om'ib' et aing'lia alijs dominija 
t'rie et ten'tis pratis paecuis et pasturia redditib' et a'ulcija 
conf'rija in Com' Som'a' & Deuon' curija cu' ear' p'ficujs 
decimia oblaco'ib' bonis ct catallis fclonu' et fugltiuor' et 
cu' om'ib' alija libertatib' emolimentia et com'oditatib' 
quibuscuq' ad d'cam p'ceptoria' qualit'cumq' apectantib' 
et p'tinentib' Boscia & subboacia aduocac'onib' Eccl'iar' 
wardia maritagijs & releuijs duntaxat cxceptla Ac nobia 
p'fato Priori et succ' n'ris ora'ino res'uat' Habend' & 
tcnend' predicta' p'ceptoria' cu' om'ib' auia p'tinen' p'dict' 
except' p'excepl' pTato Joli'i Vemay et aeeignatia auia a 
fcsto Natiuitatia Sc'i Joli'ia Bnp" prox' futur' poat data' 
p'aena' vaq' ad fine' et term' 'I riginta annor' extu'c p'x' 
aequens et plenarie complendor' Reddendo inde an''" 
nobia p'fato P'ori et succ" n'ria apud theaauria' n'ram de 
Clcrkenwell p'pe London N'onaginta et trea Hbraa sex solidoa 
& octo denarios sterlingor' ad festa Purificaco'ia b'le Marie 
Virginia et S'ci Barnabe ap'li equia porc'onib' durante 
termi'o p'dicto It'm p'dictus ifirmariua et aa^ignati aui 
amnptib' suia p'prlja tcnebu't debita' et honesta' nospitnli- 
tatem intra dicta' p'ceptoria' Necno' aumptib' aula inuenient 
Ecd'm antiqua' conauetudinc' quinq' Cnpellanoa \-idelic' 
duoa Capellanoa de cruce vel alioa duoa quoa noa p'dictua 
Prior vcl bucc" n'ri deputabimna infra Eccl'iam de Buclande 
priorisaa vnu' Caiiellanu' infra capella' p'ceptorie ib'm 
vnu' Capellanu' apud Bodracscoinb' et vnu' Cnpcllanu' 
iipud Duraton diuina continuo ib'm cclebraturos durante 
termi'o p'dicto Necnoa victu' ct camera' pro vno Cap" 
d'co prioriase atq' victu' pro aeniscallo domua eiusd'm 
I'rioFiaae et p' famulo suo cu' duob' bigat' feni an"*" eod'm 
termi'o durante Prouiso semp' q' dictua fSrmarina et 
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aasignnti aui diibiint et solitcnt an**' durante dicto ternii'u 
d'no Alcxandro Vcrnay capcllano celebranli apud Bodmos- 
corob' camera' cu' focalt suo ib'm et octo marcas Bterlingor" 
no'ie Btipendij sui et pro victii et veatitu suo sc'dm tcnore' 
carle sub sigillo n'ro com'j eid'ra d'no Alexaodro facte pro 
termi'o vite eue. It'm p'dictua firmnrius et assignnti sui 
Boluent prioriase et Con'"' de Buclnnd p'dict' an"'" p' 
pensinne sua consueta xxij" atq' acniacallo curiar' dicle 
p'ceptorio p't'iiiGnciu' feodu' suu' Necnon om'ia alia ou'n 
ordinaria et extraonlinaria dicte preceptorie inciimbenciii 
& imponenda p'dictus tBrmnrius et assign' sui supportnbu't 
aumptib' suta durante termi'o p'dc'o Responsionib' et 
alijs Eubsidija pro com'j tbcz" Rliodi imposltis et iniponendia 
du'taxat exceptia Kepakabunt q' dictua firmarius et 
assign' sui oiu'ia domos ct cdificia muros sepes clausuras ct 
fossatas dicte p'ceptorio p'tinen' durante termi'o predicto 
eaq' om'ia et sing'la in tine eiuad'm term'i nobis p'fato Priori 
& Buco' n'ris in ndeo bono statu quo ca recepit suraum 
reddcnt et Ubernbunt P'uiso q' si conlingnt aliqun 
edificin dicte p'ceptorie ad terra' propt' cor' ruinam cadero 
infi-a dc'm term' In tali csisu nos p'dictus Prior et succ' n'ri 
edificia ilia no?tria su'ptib' de nouo cdificabim' illaq' sic 
de nouo edificata p'dictus ffirmnnus Ik assi^^natt sui eor' 
Bumptib' postmodu' reparabu't et manutenebu't durante 
termi'o p'dicto Ii'm diclua firmarius et assign' sui e:tpensaa 
mi'stror nostri p'dicti Prioris et succ' n'ror* cu' quinq' vcl sex 
equis venienciu bis p' annu' ad sup'vidend' d'cam p'ceptoria' 
vel ad tenend' curias ib'm vel ad renouand' rentnlia et alias 
evidencins per tres vel quatuor dies ct tot noctea supportare 
tenea'f^ durante termi'o p'dicto Habebunt q' dictua ffinna- 
rius ct assign' sui housebote fFyrebote plougbbote cartbole 
hedgebotc hnrobote ct ffoldebote in et de boacis ac subboscis 
dicte p'ceptorie p'tineutib' p' assignaco'em mi'stror* nostri 
p'dicti P'oris et succ' noatror' capicnd' et In dicta p'ceptoria 
rftc'onabilit' et sine vasto expendend' durante termi'o p'dicto 
Et bene liceb' nobis p'dicto Priori ct succ' atq' mi'stris 
n'ris quando nobis placu'it sup'videre dicta' p'ceptoria' 
nostra' cu' suls p'tinen' Necnon tene' curias et face' 
rent'lia atq' territoria terrar' et ten'tor' p' dicte preceptorie 
durante termi'o p'dicto Proulso q' dictus ffirmarjus et assign* 
sui habebu't et p'ci[iie't p'ficua d'car' Curiar' eod'm termi'o 
durante dictua q' ffirmariua ct assignati sui liberabu't noble 
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[Vd'co Priori et succ' n'ria in fine d'ci term'j om'ea rotulos 
curiar" et rentalia tam antiqun q'm noua que p'uenJent ad 
manus suaa durante termi'o p'dicto PkouisO scmp' q' non 
licebit p'dicto Joh'i Vernay Btatum quern habct in p'dicta 
p'ceptoria alicui alteri diinittere sine lice'cia nostri p'dicti 
P'oriB et succ' n'ror" durante termi'o p'dicto Et 8i Con- 
TINGAT dictu' an'ualc' redditu' bcxxxiij" vj' viij'' aterlingor' 
a retro fore in parte vel in toto et non solut' post aliqucm 
terminu' Boluco'iaaup'iuafipecificatu" per duos menses Tunc 
bene licebit nobia predict© Priori et succ' n'ris in p'dicta' 
p'ceptoria' cu' suis jurib' et pertinen' vniu's' reintraro enq' 
om'ia et sing'lavt in pristine atatu n'ro retin'c p'ntidimiasione 
in aliquo non obatante Prodiso semp' q' cu' p'ficua Con- 
fratriar* que aunt parcelle reueocionu' dicte p'ceptorie ex- 
timantur ad aunuale' valore' Ixxxxij": Idcirco si contingat 
&"■ dn'm n'r'm papa' modernu' slue SQCceaa' buos auspend'e 
dictas confr'iaa aliquo tempore durante termi'o p'ntis indenfe 
Tunc p'dictua Joli'ea Vernay ffirmariua et assign' sui durante 
ilia suspenc'oac non cnint onerati cu' dicta integra annuali 
firma Ixxxxiij" vj' viij'' sed du'taxat enint computabiles aup' 
601* eacramentu' p'dicto Priori et succ' suis de tantia pccunijs 
quaa recipient ex nuocijs confr'iar' p'dictar' pro dictia con- 
fr'ijs ct de illia du'taxat pecunija facient eoluc'onem p'dicto 
Priori & aucc' auis dura'te auspencione p'dicta atq' de residue 
pecuniar' carente ex dicta su'ma Ixxxxij" pro confr'ija idem 
ffirmariua et assign' sui allocac'onem habebu't in p'dicta 
eor" annuali firraa Nonaginta et triu' librar' sex aolidor" 
et octo denarior" durante auspenco'e p'dicta Et ad om'es 
et aing'Iaa conucnco'ea p'dictas ex parte p'dicti Joh'is 
Vernay ffirmarij ct assign' suor' cu' eff'tu p'implendaa 
idem Joh'eB Vernay obligat Be hercdes et executorea suoa 
p'dicto Priori & aucc' suis In ducentis libris aterlingor' p' 
p'sentea In cuius Rei testi'om tam sigillu' n'r'm co'e q'm 
aigillu' p'dicti Joli'is Vernay p'ntib' iiidenturis alt'nati' aunt 
appenaa Dat' in domo n'ra de Clerkenwcll prope London 
in Assemblia n'ra tent' ib'm viceaimo die Januarij a" d'ni 
Mill'mo Quiogentesimo pRoniso aemp' q' dictus ffirmariua 
et aaaign' sui in ffine p'dicti tenn'i dimittent et liberabu't 
preceptor! do Buclande p'dict' p' tempore existen' om'ia 
oraame'ta capelle ib'm aim'l cu' to° atauro viuo & mortuo 
specificato in dorso p'nt' indenture Dat' ut sup'. 
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No. XIX. 
[Misoall. Books, Off. Auit., vul. 2iG., no 



128.1 



BuKELOND. — Here flbioweth the yerely pencoD3 or anuy- 
ties grauntyd by the Kingea higlinea tn 
the late P'orea and Nunea of the lale 
surrendryd howae of Buckelonde in the 
couDtie of Som'sett. And they and eu'y 
of them to haue there halfe yeres penc'on 
at tb'anuncac'on of o' ladye next cumyng 
whiche sbalbe in the yerc of o' lorde god 
a tUowaande fyve hundreth zxxLt, and 
BOO from halfe yere to halfe yere during 
there lyres and the lyfe of eu'y of tlieni — 
That is to say 

Ffiirst to Katheryn Bowser p'orcsae 1 
for Iiet yerely penc'on 

To Margaret Syunam aupp'orea 

To Julyan Kendall 

To Jone IlyU 

To Anno Plumm* 

To Tomysyn Ilimtyngton 

To Katheryn Poph'm 

To Anne Maunscll . . 

To Mary Dodyngtou . . 

To Ales Emerforde . . 

To Jane Babyngton . . . . 

To Mary Mathcw . ■ . . 

To Agnea Matbew 

To Isabell Grcnc 



liij" 3dij' iiij'' 

Jjjjli YJt yiijd 



luj" 



}iT 



To S'sWill^m Mawdealey co'fes- 1 
rf 



luj" 



Bor and p'fessyd in there order j 

Sm' of the yerely pensions cvij" 

Jo. Tregonwell. 
William Petre. 



[OBriJ. Pole's Penaion Book, fol. iiii.] 

{AleJt'i Fopham capitl* Sen" | 
ib'm p' ecript' Abb'la et \ 
Conven' p' a' J 




PRIOKT AND PEECEPTOHT. 



Buckelani] 
iiup' monaat'iu 



f Stip'd'ci Alex'i Popham 
p' annu' . . vj" xiij' 

I Jon'nia Tregonwell p' 
annu' . . iiij'' 

[ Wili'i Portema' mil' 

p' annu' . . '"^' 

ly Joh'nifl Butler p' annu' xiij' 

Johanne Hille p' annu' 
Tliomiisine Huntingdon p' 

annu' 
Kat'ine Pophame p' annu' 
Anne Maundefeld p' annu' 
Johanne Bavington p' annu' 
Elisabeth Grene p' annu' 
Agnes Mathewe p' annu' 
Will'i Maudesley cl'ic' p' 



viij* 




[Absttnot of Orig. 3G Hen. Till., p. 1 



a-] 



P' Comite 

Essex Jaeobo Kokcby 

Will'o Ibgmhe Joh'e 

Cokke Edwardo Kogera 

& Edwardo Bury sibi & 

Iiored'. 



Ecx om'ib' ad quoa &c. 
salt'm Sciatis q'd nos p' eum'a 
mille quadraginta nouem librar' 
vndecim solidor' duor' denariar* 
& vniuB oboli Icgalis monete 

AngI' ad manua &c, p' 

p'diL'c'm & fidelem consangui- 

neu' & conailiariu' n'r'm Comi- 

tem Essex ac p' dil'cos nob' Jacobum Bokebj armig'um 

\V ill'ra Ibgrabe armig'um Job' cm Cokke Edward um Kogers 

et Edwardum Bury arraig'oa totam domu' & 

Scitum nun' monast'ij de Buckland in Com' n'ro Som's' 
niodo diasoluto ac om'ia terr' prata pasturaa & heredita- 
nienta n'ra vocat' seu cognit' p' nomcn vel p' no'i'a de 
tiiuretene acres Ncwland Purches Staplehayea Hoden 
Lobbia Harya Ilorlocke Meade Hurtc Meade Longe 
Meade & Sixe acres Meade seu quocumq' alio no'i'e aut 
ijuibuacumq' aliia no'ib' sciant^ cenacant' vel cognoacant' 
cum om'ib' car* p'tin' raodo vel nup' in tenura siuc occu- 
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paco'e d'ci Edwardi llogera vel assign' suor" incen' & 
exifiten' in Bucklande alias diet' Bucktand Soror* in d'co 
Com' Soro's' d'co nup' Monost'io de Buckland dudum 
apectan' vel p'tinen' ac parcell' poascBsionu' inde existen' ac 
in manib' cultura & occiipaco'e p'pria nup' Priorisse illiuti 
nup' Monast'ij de Buckland tempore diaaoluco'ia eiusdeui 
nup' Monaat'ij reseruat' existen' Ac om'ea Utos boscos n'ros 
& t'raa n'ras vocat' Riden Coppca & Wynsell Wood 
con tin en' p' estimaco'em decern acras cum eor* p'tin' 

vniu'sia in Buckland Kecnon om'ia domos cdificia 

horrea etabula columbaria ortos pomaria gardina t'ram & 
solum n'ra, quccumq' Infra Scitum Septum ambitum cir- 
cuilum & p'cinctum d'ci nun' Monast'ij de Buckland 
exleten' ac om'ia & singula co'iae vias ecmitas casiamenta 
com'oditatcs p'ficua & eiuolumenta quccumq' in Buckland ct 
Migbelchurche & Northpetlierton p'dict' diet' t'ria pratis & 
paeturis in Buckland & Miglielchurche p'dict' quoquo 
modo Bpectan' vel p'tinen' & cum eisdem vsitat' seu occu- 
pat' existeu' Aceciam totam illam Rectoriam n'ruin Ik 
eccl'iam n'ram siue Capellam n'ram de Mighelcburchc 
cum p'tin' in d'co Com' n'ro Som's' d'co nup' Monaat'io 
de Buckland dudum spectan' & p'tinen' Necnon om'es 
8c om'imod' decimas blador' garoar' g'nor' fcni lane & 
agnellor* oc alias decimas minutas ac oblaco'es obuenco'es 
& p'ficua quecumq' in Mighelchurcbc & Buckland p'd'cis 
& alibi vbicumq' d'ce Rectorie et eccl'ie sine Capelle de 

Migbelchurche quoquo modo spectan' vel p'tinen' 

Et que quidem Scitus d'ci nup' Jlonast'ij de Buckland ac 
p'dict' terr" prata pascue pastur' decime ac cet'a p'missa 
in Buckland Northpetlierton & AlichelcUurcho p'd'cia mode 
extendunt"^ ad clar' annuu' valorem septuaginta quinq' 

solidor' & octo dcnarior' H'end' &c. m capite p' 

e'uiciu' vicesime partis vniua feodi militis ac reddendo 

annuatim &c. pro p'd'cis t'ria ten' pratis pascuis 

pasturia rectoria decimis & cet'ia p'missis in Buckland &. 
Migbelchurche p'dict' septem solidoB & septem denarioa 

sterlingor" ad fcslum S'cl Mich'is Arch'i aingulia 

annia aoluend' Ac p't'q'm de Centum sex solidis 

& octo denarijs annuatim aoluend' p' stipendio Curat' 
diuina celebrant' in eccl'la aiue Capella de Iiliglielchurche 

p'dict' In cuius &c- T. K. apud Weatm' xxx 

die Junlj. 
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[Abatraot of Orig. 86 Ueo. Till., p. 8, rot. lij.] 

Rex om'ib' ad qiios &c. solt'm Scintia q' nos p' su'ma 

septingentar* quinquaginta quatuor librar' septendecim 

sglidor' & octo denarior' bone & Icgalia monete n're Anglie 

Will'm Portcman a'uicntem n'r'm ad legem & Alex- 

andrum Poph'm armig'm p' manib' bene & fidelit' aolut' 

de quaquidem sum'a septigentar' &c totum illud 

manlu' n'r'm deNorthpetherton alias Nor thpedcrton in Com' 
n'ro Som's' cum om'ib' & eingiilis buSs lurib' membr' & 
p'tia' uniu'sis niip' Prioratui de Bukland in dc'o Com' n'ro 
Som's' modo diasolut' dudum ipectan' & p'tinen' ac parcell' 
posseasionu' reuencionu' aeu p'ficuor' inde existeii' ac totum 
Bitum eiuadem man'ij ac om'ia t'ras d'oicales prata paecua & 
paatur' cum euis p'tin' eidem man'io p'tin' seu spectan' Ace- 
tiam totum ilium boscum n'r'm vulgarit' vocnt' Barwoode 
iaoen' & exiaten' in Nortbpetherton alias Nortbpederton 
p'd'ca continen' p' estimuc'oem octo acraa t're & boaci cum 
p'tin' Necnon om'in ilia mesuagia t'ras k ten' prata pascua & 
pastur" n'ra cum suia p'tin' iacen' & exiaten' in Gotton infra 
parocliiam de Weatemonketon in d'co Cora' n'ro Som'a' d'co 

nup' prioratui Bukeland dudum epectan' & pertinen' in 

tenuris aiuc occupaco'ib' Kic'i Warr Armig' fiob'li Warr 

Will'i Hare & Weltbeane Merfcea vidue Necnon 

om'ia mesuan;ta tofta domos edificia orrea stabula colum- 
baria molendma ortoa gardina pom'ia t'raa ten' prata &c. 

boBCOa aubboscoa — aquay atagna viuaria gurgitea — 

piacaco'ea, co'iaa, vaata &c — feod'milit' &c — in Nortbpether- 
ton alias Nortbpederton Wichelcburche Bromfeld Brymton 
Uaiff WoUauington & Mirelincbe ac in Gotton in d'ca 
parocbia de Weetmonekton — aut alib' vbicumq' in eodem 

Com' n'ro Som'e' Necnon meauag* &c in Ayahe & 

Tliorufavcon in d'co Com' n'ro Som's' Necnon vnu' 

ten' & meauagiu* n'r'm cum aula p'tin' lacen' & existen' in 
parocbia de Bromcfeld in d'co Cora' n'ro Som'a' nup' 
jirioratui de Taunton in d'co Com' n'ro Sora'a' raoclo 

disaolut' dudum spcctan' & p'tinen' &c Acetiam aliud 

meauagiu' in Bromefeld modo in tcnura seu occupaco'e 

cuiiisdam Joh'ia Pylman Necnoa terr' in Kyngeahyll 

in parocbia do Spaxton in d'co Com' n'ro Sora'a' d'co nup' 
prioratui de Taunton dudum apectan' kc Ineup' 




no 
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totum illud mnn'iu' firmfim & grang* n'ra' de Clavealiey cam 

S'tin' in parocliijs de Northepethertoa &; Bromefeldc p'd'cia 
ecnon totum Jlliid CapitnJo mcsuagiu' domum situm & 
capitalcm maucionem man'ij firme & grangie n'ror* de 
Claveslicy p'd'ca modo Eiue nup' in tenura eiue dimissione 
d'ci Will'i Portman vel assign' euor" nup' monaat'io 
lie Atlielney in d'co Com' n'ro Som'd modo dissolut' 
dudum spectan' & pertinen' Necnon boscum n'r'm vulgarit' 
vocat' Chalveshey Wood continen' p' estimnco'cm decern 
acros t're & bosci ac boscum nVm vocat' Iloleaey Wood 
continen' p' estimaco'cm quinq' acras t'rc & boeci iacea' & 
existen' in Northepetherton p'd'ca cum p'tin' d'co nup' 

nionast'io de Atbelncy p'tinen' & epectan' • Necnon 

om'ia & singula domes &c d'co man'io firmc & grangie 
aliquo modo spectan' &c. Qiiequidem in Northepether- 
ton Michclchurche Bromfeld Brymton KailF WoUauington 
Mirelinche & Gotton d'co niip' Prioratui de Bucland 
dud urn epectan' & p'tinen' sunt clart annui valoris vigintt 

triu' librar' septcmdecim solidoi-' & quatuor denarior' 

Ac quequidem in Ayahc & Thomefavcon sunt clarl annul 

valoria quadraginta septcra solidor' & sex denar" Et 

quequidem in Bromeicld & Spaxton quadraginta 

vniua Boiidoi-* & octo denar' Et quequidem mancr' 

&c. de Claveshcy nouem librar* iteddend' 

annuatim p' Northepetherton Sec. triginta octo solidos 

p' Gotton nouem solidos vnu' denariu' & vnu' obulum 

p' Ayshe & Tliornfavcon quatuor solidoa & nouem 

denarios p' Bromefeld & Spaxton quatuor solidos & 

duos denarios p' Clavcshey octodecim Bolidos In 

cujiis rei S;c. T. R. apud Wcatm' xiij die Octobr". 



No. XXIII. 

[Abalract, of Orig. 36 Hen, YIII., p. S, rot. i 



.1] 



Rex oni'ib' ad quos &c. ealt'm. Sciatia qd noa p' suni'a 
nonnigeutur' nonagtnta nuuem librar* aexdecim solidor' He 
scptera denarior' Tegnlia nionete Angl' &c. p' Alex'm 

I'upbam nrmig'um & Will'm Ilallej- gen'osum totum 

illud man'iu' & totam illam nup' Preceptoriam n'ram de 
BuckJond Pryoura in Com' n'ro Som'a' cum man'io de 
Hulse ac om'ib' alijs man'ija t'ria tentis p"tia pascuis pasturis 
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redditib' reu'eionib' e'uicija & cet'is hercditamentis quibus- 
cumq' iocen' & exUten' in d'co Com' n'ro SomV d'ce nup' 
P'ceptoric <le Buckelond Priours p'tin' cum om'ib' alija 

Buk lurib' membria & p'tia' vniu'eia modo velnup'in 

tcnura dimiasione aiue occupnco'e p'fati Will'i Halley vel 
assign' Buor" Necnon Rectoriam & eccl'iam imp'priatnm 
de Halse nc om'ea & siagulos allaa Kectorias & eccl'iaa 
imp'priat' n'raa d'ce Preceptoric p'tinen' ac om'es glebaa 
decimas penciones porco'ea oblaco'ca obuenco'ea fruct' 
com modi tales p'ficua emolumenta St hereditament a n'ra 
qiiccumq' tarn spiritualia q^m tcmpondia cuiuscumq' eint 

gen 'is necnon aduocaco'cs & iura pr'onat' Rectoriar' 

& eccViar' p'dict'. Ac etiam om'ia ilia duo man'ia n'ra deBod- 

mescombe&Covein Cora' n'ro Deuon' cum om'ib' &o. 

Necnon aduocaco'cs donaco'es p'eentaco'es &c. eccl'ie & 

Rectorie dc Hethefeld & eccl'ie & R'torie de Halse 

Necnon totum ilium boscum & grouam n'ram voc' Wynaell 
Groue conlinen' p' estimaco'em quatuor acras t're & bosci 
ac totam iliam boscum & grouam n'ram vocat' Peryfeld 
Grouc continen' p' estimaco'em quatuor acras t're & boaci 
ac totam illam grouam n'ram vocat' Boivyers Grove 
contiuen' p' estimaco'em duodecim acraa boaci & vaati ac 
totum ilium boscum & vaatum n'r'm vocat' Bodmeecombe 
Wood continen' p' eatimaco'em triginta quinq' acras boaci 
& vasti necnon duodecim acras I're ac sexdecim acras 
t're & viglnti sept em acras t're vocat' Vprynges of 

Wood parcel!' d'ce nup' P'ceptorie de Bucklond 

Pryoura Inaupcr dominiu' & man'iu' de Thurlcbare 

&c. nup' Prioratui de Taunton speclan' &c, 

Ac meauagiu' &c. vocat' Playstrele &c. nup' Prioratui de 
Taunton &c. Ac redditum vi^inti & quatuor eolid' noucm 
denar' & vnius obuU vocat' le Xburchctts exeun'de quibua- 
dam t'ris &c. in Thurlcbare ■ - — Et vnu' clausum boaci 

vocat' le Pryoura Wood continen' tresdecim acraa bosci 

Necnon totum maneriu' & dominiu' n'r'm de Tobrydge cum 
om'ib' Buis iurib' &c. in parochia S'ci Jacobi iuxta Taunton 
Prioratui de Taunton speclan' fee — Que quld'm man'iu' & 
nup' Preceptoria de Buckelond Priours vna cum d'co man'io 
de Halse ac om'ib' alija man'ija &c. aunt de claro annuo 
valore triginta vnins librar' nouemdecim solidor' & duor' 
denarior' decima inde nob' p' p'aentes reaeruat' non deduct' 
et que quidem vicaria est de claro annuo valore quinq' 
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librar' nouemdeclm solidor" quiaqiie denarior* & vnius 
obuli decima iodc nob' res'uata non dcducta. Et que 
quidem Kcctoria de Hethefcld &c. nouem librar" & qiiatuor 

Bolidor' decima inde Sec reseruat' non deduct' P'ceptoriam 

de Bucklond Fiyours ac Halac tcneud' iu cnpite p' s'uiciu' 
militarevidert p'vicesimaQ] partem vniusfeodimili tisjucred- 
dend' &c. p' Buckelond & Unlae trcs librae tres solidos K: 

vndecim dcnarioa bone & legalia monete n're AngI' 

p' Tobrydge decern solidos & ficptem denanos p' Tburle- 

bare quatuordecira solidoa & quinq' denarios nd 

feetum S'ci Micli'ia Arcb'i singulis annis soluend' In 

cuius rei &c. T. B. apud Weatm' xvj die ffebruarij anno 
R, 8iu tricesimo sexto. 



[Abitnol of Orig. ! Edw. TI., p. 1, r. xU.] 

Rex om'iV ad quos &c. aalt'm Sciatis &c. p' sex libria 

treadecim eolldis St quatuor denarija&c. conceeaim' dirco 

nob' Wlll'o Halley gen'oso q'd ipse unu' capitale meauagiu' 
suu' vocat' Buckelond Priors cum p'tia' ac duo gardina 
duo pomaria duccntas acraa t're triginta aex acraa prati 
BCxa'Tinta treadecim acraa pasture & duas acras t're aque 
coop tas cum p'tin' in BuckJand Priors & Coglod in Com' 
Som's' que do nob' tcnenf in capite ut dicit' dare poesit 
& concedere alienare confimiare aut cognosc'e p' finem in 
Cur' n'ra &c. dil'cia nob' Joh'i Cuffe & Joh'i Tynbery 
h'end' & tenend' aibi & hered' suia &c. Et eisdem Joh'i 
& Joh'i Stc. de p'fato Will'o recip'e poBsint & ten'e &c. 
aimilit' licenciam dedim' ac dam' sp'alem Et vlt'iua con- 
cesaim' &c. p'fatia Joh'i & Joh'i q'd ip'i Capitate mesuagiu' 
p'd'cm ac om'ia & singula p'missa cum p'tin' dare concedere 
& recognosc'e poaaint p'fato Will'o & Margarete vx'i eius 
h'end' & tenend' eisdem Will'o & Margareta ac hered' &c 

licenciam dedlm' & dam' sp'alem In cuju8 &c. T. K. 

apud Weatm' xiij die Februarij. 

T. H. 
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